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PREFACE. 



Every attentive observer must have re- 
marked, that an early familiarity with de- 
votional forms, unless great care be taken 
to instil a correspondent feeling for the 
substance of devotion, is so far from pro- 
moting the rational worship of God, that> 
in many cases, it creates the pernicious 
habits of inattention and indifference. 
Even the most sublime and affecting strains 
of prayer and praise, re-echoed upon ears 
unconscious of their force and beauty, ex- 
cite the less interest, the bftener they are 
repeated. 
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At the same time, it must be admitted 
to be a point of the first importance, that 
all prayer should be an act-— not of the 
lips only, but of the understanding and the 

« 

heart : and, where this object has been 
neglected in early years, it is the more 
necessary, that attention should be power- 
fully recalled to it. 

The hope of contributing, in some de- 
gree, to this desirable end, gave rise to the " 
following Lectures : in which it is proposed 
to offer such explanations of the Morning, 
Evening, and Communion Services, as 
may enable every attentive supplicant to 
join in them with a juster apprehension of 
their design and value. 

The elucidation of whatever is excellent 
in itself leads, of course, to some display of 
its excellence ; which, indeed, on the pre- 
sent occasion, the author considered as no 
small part of his duty : since the case 
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evidently requires, not only, that the eyes 
of the ignorant or negligent Christian 
should be opened to see the advantages 
which he is throwing away ; but his heart 
interested to obtain and apply them. 

In explaining the Articles of belief con- 
tained in the Liturgy, he may possibly be 
thought to have occasionally overstepped 
the limits of his immediate province, and 
to have become the advocate, as well as the 
expounder of its doctrines* But, when the 
difficulty of separating these two offices is 
candidly considered (especially, at a time 
when so many open as well as insidious 
attacks are made, not merely upon the out- 
works, but upon the very centre and cita- 
del of our Christian faith) he trusts it will 
be allowed, that he has only entered upon 
the vindication of the Church, where he 
could not consistently shrink from it. 

He will, at least, assure those, who may 
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seek instruction from his labours, that it 
has been far from his. intention to lead 
them into the thorny paths of controversy ; 
having no other design, so far as doctrine 
is concerned, than to give them a clear 
view of those essential points of faith, on 
which their practice must be founded. 
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LECTURE I. 

1 Cor. xiv. 15. 



J will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with 

the understanding also. 

It is so easy to perceive what is here meant by 
" praying with the Spirit/' and " praying with the 
understanding/' that every reflecting mind, whe- 
ther more or less instructed in the covenant of the 
Gospel, will immediately pronounce any other 
practice of prayer to be a mere waste of words and 
time ; — neither acceptable to God, nor useful to 
man* Assuming, therefore, that every rational 
being — much more, every Christian— who seri- 
ously contemplates the nature and tendency of 
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prayer, understands, by that term, not the mere 
service of the lips, but that of the heart and mind ; 
we cannot hesitate to infer, that whoever vohffi* 
tarily addresses his Maker in private prayer, 
must, in some sense, be in earnest in that practice : 
that is to say, although he may possibly be under 
some error, as to the proper object of prayer; 
or may suffer his mind to be occasionally drawn 
aside from a due attention to its purpose ; it 
must be his general principle, to know and feel 
what he is asking, and to ask for that only, which 
he is anxious to obtain. 

The case of public prayer stands, in some 
degree, upon different grounds. Deeply, indeed, 
is it to be regretted, that the sanctity of the place, 
and the solemnity of the occasion, should ever be 
insufficient to fix the thoughts of any persons, at- 
tending, as members of a Christian congregation, 
upon the important and affecting offices, in which 
they are professedly engaged. But, if we cor- 
rider what various characters and motives may 
exist, in those, who resort to the house of God, 
we shall cease to wonder, that, even in that sacred 
place, all should not be equally attentive to the 
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great purposes for which they are, seemingly, 
assembled. Some of them may be present, not 00 
much either from inclination, or a sense of duty, 
an from the force of habit, or a regard to decency 
and reputation. Again, in every public assembly, 
various objects may present themselves, but too 
well adapted to attract the eyes of those, who 
have not formed a proper determination to keep 
their attention better occupied : and lastly, all, 
whose minds are not duly prepared to join piously 
and seriously in the service, are liable to be 
seduced (each according to the particular bent of 
his disposition) to torn the house of prayer into a 
scene of idle amusement, or sordid speculation ; — 
of frivolous recollections of the past, or equally 
frivolous projects for the future. 

While we thus feel the necessity of some pre- 
paration, to effect an entire and cordial devotion 
of the soul to the several offices, of which the 
Service of the Church consists ; we cannot but be 
aware, that there is an essential part of the re- 
quisite preparation, in which many well-disposed, 
but less informed and considerate persons are 
likely to be wanting ; and that too, without having 
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hitherto so much as suspected their own deficiency i 
— I mean, an adequate comprehension of the de- 
sign and spirit of the whole ; a due sense of the* 
exact adaptation of all the parts to the wants and' 
exigencies of every supplicant ; and a lively feeling 1 
of the sublime and pathetic sentiments with which 
they abound. I therefore propose to examine and 
explain in order those parts of the Liturgy, or 
Common Prayer of our Church, which are in 
constant use ; and in the course of this discussion, 
you will all, I trust, be induced to agree with me 
in the opinion, that the great ends of public prayer 
cannot be better (attained, than by a close and 
rational attention to the forms there provided. 

The whole business of prayer, whether public 
or private, naturally resolves itself into four distinct ' 
branches. A creature, conscious of sin, must be 
supposed anxious to sue to his Creator for pardon. 
The same suppliant, reflecting that he is loaded 
with daily and undeserved benefits, cannot but ' 
contemplate his supreme Benefactor with venera- 
tion and gratitude. A being, sensible of a thousand 
wants, of which he cannot command the supply, 
must look up instinctively to that only Power, 
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which he can regard as able to supply them ; and 
a social being, capable of attachment to others of 
his kind, must be disposed to include them like- 
wise in his prayers, and to intercede for them with 
their common Father and Protector. Here, then, 
.we perceive the. natural foundations of the offices 
o£ Cqnfession, Thanksgiving, Pjbtition, 
and Intercession. 

Before we presume to ask the forgiveness of 
Gpd fqr our past sins, it is certainly reasonable 
.that we should ourselves humbly and unreservedly 
confess and condemn them: and, when we ap- 
proach the throne of Grace, to petition the Al- 
mighty for a continuance of his bounty to our- 
' selves, and to all that in any way belong to us, it 
is highly fitting that we should prepare the way 
for. thus aspiring to new favours, by the free-will- 
offering of our most hearty and unfeigned thanks 
for those, which we have already received. For 
efich of these offices, therefore, our form of daily 
prayer has made a full and distinct provision ; and 
.that so simply, and at the same time so clearly, 
that no one, who sincerely and attentively joins in 
them, can ever find them inadequate to express all 
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that his heart can dictate, or bis conscience re- 
quire. 

It has been thought proper by our Church, that 
the first act of her public service should be ihe 
Confession of Sins; and this may be justly 
regarded as the order of nature : for — so-oppi*ek- 
sive, so overwhelming to the soul, is the thought 
of having provoked the anger of the great Lord of 
heaven and earth, — it seems impossible that the 
sinner, labouring under that conviction, should 
proceed to any other act of prayer — even to thanks- 
giving and praise — until he has earnestly sought 
for a reconciliation with his God. 

Repentance, then, being the indispensable con- 
dition of pardon, and confession the first fruit of 
repentance ; great care has been taken to prepare 
the minds of the congregation for so solemn an 
office. 

First; by an appeal to the Scriptures, (from 
which a few short sentences have been judiciously 
selected for that .purpose,) the design of confession, 
and the true spirit of repentance, are clearly de- 
fined, and strongly recommended ; and as many, as 
are ready to forsake their sins, and amend their 
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lives, are encouraged by the most consolatory views 
of the Divine mercy and forbearance. "When 
the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall 
save bis soul alive/' — " To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we 
have rebelled against him. 9 ' — "The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit." — " Bend your hearts, 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful." Yet, 
that no man may presume upon his own righteous- 
ness, it is plainly declared, that all are sinners in 
the sight of God. ." Enter not into judgment 
with thy servant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall no 
man living be justified." — " If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us." 

But, still further to excite a right frame of mind 
in those who are about to join in the form of con- 
fession, the minister proceeds next, (as directed,) 
to embody the collective design and force of these 
authorities in a short exhortation ; which, though 
simple, and remote from the display of human elo- 
quence, is so admirably adapted to fix the atten- 



f 



liBCTtTIUB I. 



film of all who hear it, and contains, in a smafl 
compass, so powerful an appeal both to- cowman 
sense and to right feeling, that every clause Re- 
serves to be recommended severally and particularly 
to your notice. 

It is not without design, nor should be without 
effect, that the minister is instructed to -address 
you as " dearly beloved brethren ." By : this ex- 
pression is indicated — first, the sincere and parti- 
cular affection which every faithful shepherd of 
Christ's flock must entertain for those who are 
committed to his charge ; — an affection, regarding 
not so much, their present comfort and enjoyment, 
as their future and eternal welfare — the salvation 
of their souls : secondly, that we are all " brethren; 
tot only as the children of that common heavenly 
parent, who so graciously permits us to call him 
I'onr Father ;" but especially, as brethren in Christ 2 
and, lastly, that when our whole community, " high 
and low, rich and poor/' are thus assembled as 
brethren in the house of God, to join in one com? 
tnon act of humiliation and penitence, of adoration 
and prayer, we ought there to be peculiarly pos- 
sessed with a genuine sense of brotherly love one 
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towards another, free from all distinctions of woijd- 
fy raafc or condition* 

, Hwwg that opened his address, the minister 
reminds his congregation, that " the Scripture 
moveth them, in sundry places, to acknowledge 
Hud confess their manifold sins and wickedness ; 
and that they should not dissemble nor cloke them 
before the face of Almighty God, their heavenly 
Father; but confess them, with an humble, lowly, 
penitent and obedient heart." Hence, both the 
minister and people are led to reflect, that not 
only the voice of nature, but that of the holy 
Scriptures, calls upon them to recollect and ex* 
amine the character of their past words, actions, 
and thoughts ; and, openly as well as humbly, to 
acknowledge themselves debtors to the King of 
kings for the violation of his laws. But most espe* 
daily are they urged to bear in mind, that they 
stand there before the face of Almighty God, in the 
boose which he is pleased to call his* own ; and 
that, to think of dissembling or hiding their sins 
from his all-piercing eye, would be the extreme of 
presumption and folly. 

It is then distinctly stated to be the end, or purr 
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pose of this unreserved acknowledgment of sin— 7 
" that we may obtain forgiveness of the same;'' 
but it is not pretended, nor could have been, that 
the most open confession, the most sincere con? 
demnation and abhorrence of our offences, can e&* 
tablish any claim to forgiveness* For the hope x>f 
pardon, we are referred exclusively to " the infi- 
nite goodness and mercy " of our heavenly Father 
Our utmost contrition cannot make any amends to 
him for the breach of his commandments, tbqftgh 
justly required of us, as a qualification, without 
which we are incapable of his mercy ; but, for the 
benefit of that mercy, our sole reliance must be 
placed (as it is expressed in the form of confession) 
upon " his promises, declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesu our Lord:" that is, upon his gra? 
cious condescension to accept our repentance, and 
pardon our sins, for the sake of his only Son, sufr 
fering in our stead upon the cross. Thus does this 
exhortation provide for us at once a warning 
against presumption, and an encouragement against 
despair. 

It then proceeds to set before us the other 
chief purposes of our assembling together in the 
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house of God ; namely, to " render thanks for 
the great benefits that We have received at his 
handd; to set forth his most worthy praise, to 
heat his most holy word ; and, to ask those things 
which are requisite and necessary, as well for the 
body as the soul : " and it is justly remarked, that, 
with such objects immediately in view, we are pe- 
culiarly called upon to prepare the way for them 
by acknowledging our sins. 

Oil all which grounds, the minister prays and 
beseeches" as many as are there present, to " ac- 
company him, with a pure heart and humble voice, 
unto the throne of the heavenly grace ; " there to 
display in act, and with sincerity, that lowly and 
contrite spirit, with .which he nas been endeavour- 
ing to inspire them. 

Now follows, of course, the form of confession 
itself; which the minister solemnly dictates, clause 
by clause, to the congregation ; and in which it 
behoves them to follow him, as invited, with a 
heart abstracted from all worldly objects ; with deep 
humiliation ; with a firm purpose to, resist, in fu- 
ture, those sinful affections, of which they are now 
acknowledging and bewailing the predominance ; 
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and with a fervent aspiration for the aid of God** 
Holy Spirit, to bring that purpose to good effect. 
By observing the language adopted in this 
solemn form (all strictly in unison with the pre? 
fatory instructions already considered), whatever 
might still be defective in our views of the nature* 
motives, and ends of confession, may be abundantly 
supplied : more especially in reference to that sub* 
lime and mysterious, but most merciful dispensa- 
tion, by which the Divine Goodness has provided 
both a sacrifice, to be, once for all, an atonement for 
our sins; and a Mediator, through whose powerful 
intercession our prayers may be heard. 

.Authorised by the model of that prayer, which 
our blessed Saviour himself has delivered to us, 
we here address the supreme Lord of heaven and 
earth by the relative title of " Father." When 
we approach that perfect as well as powerful 
Ifcrijog, who— himself essentially just and pure — 
must hold impurity and iniquity in abhorrence, to 
acknowledge and confess before Him our manifold 
sins and wickedness ; we hope indeed great need 
of encouragement, that we inay not be over- 
whelmed with confusion, and despair. of forgive- 
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new. AnA what could so effectually encourage 
and restore our hopes, as that view of bis infinite 

m 

goodness and mercy, which the name of Father 
gets before us;~-a name, which reminds us— not 
only of that fatherly care, which is diffused gene- 
rally over all his works ; but of his particular care 
for us, his regenerate children by adoption and 
grace ; since He, who is thus wilting to be address* 
ed as our Father, is also the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? Most gladly, therefore, whilst we 
acknowledge him as the Almighty, must we also 
hail him as our most merciful Father ; thus deeply 
and effectually impressing upon our own minds 
this most consolatory truth;— 4hat, as he is all- 
seeing to detect our offences, all-righteous to con* 
demn them, and all-powerful to avenge them ; so 
is he, through Christ our Redeemer, all-merciful 
to forgive them. 

We confess, then, as in the presence of this 
merciful but righteous Judge, that " we have 
erred and strayed from his ways like lost sheep { 
and that we have followed too much the devioes 
and desires of our own hearts." And here, this 
admirable form not only shows us, how compre- 
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hensive and unreserved oar confession should be, 
but teaches us, what are the main sources of our 
failures and offences, and enables us to penetrate 
at once to the root of the evil. For — what else 
is it, but our corrupt affections and ungoverned 
passions and desires, that has led us into disobe- 
dience to the divine laws ? We therefore con- 
fess with sorrow, that, under their baneful influence, 
" we have" but too often, both " left undone 
those things, which we ought to have done, and 
done those things, which we ought not to have 
done." — A most extensive, but most inevitable 
admission! For — which of us is not conscious, 
that he daily neglects many things, which God 
has plainly enjoined, and allows himself in others, 
which he has not less plainly forbidden ? It is not 
too much, therefore, to add (as we are directed) 
that " there is no health in us:" that is;— no 
soundness — no righteousness — in our whole moral 
frame. If there be any one, who offends only in 
few things, still he has violated the general prin- 
ciple of obedience, and is therefore bound to re* 
pent, and amend his life : and he, who offends in 
many things, can do no more. This form of ac- 
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knowledgment, then, is suited to all, and embraces 
all possible cases and degrees of human infirmity. 

Again : as the worst of sinners can but unite 
with his less guilty brethren, in the same confes- 
sion of guilt : so is he admissible, upon true faith 
and repentance, to the same hope of forgiveness. 
All therefore, who are thus duly disposed to sue 
for pardon, may proceed, as guided by the voice of 
the minister, to implore the divine goodness and 
forbearance. " But thou, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, 
O God, which confess their faults ; restore thou 
them that are penitent." 

That God will restore none to his favour, but 
those who humbly confess their faults, we are al* 
ready satisfied. That he will restore those, who 
are truly penitent, we have the infallible assurance 
of Him, who offered himself upon the Cross fok 
our restoration. " Gome unto me," said he, " all 
that travail and are heavy laden, and I will re- 
fresh you." ' As a further encouragement, then, 
to ask with faith, we are here reminded of this 
gracious assurance ; or rather, we are directed to 

1 Mattb. xi. 28. 
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plead it, in Qiir petition for mercy :—" according 
to thy promises declared unto .mankind in Christ 
Jesu qui Lord*" 

lastly; since, fallen and corrupt as we are, it is 
certain,, that we have not strength, in our/selye^ 
to perfect our repentance, and withdraw pur af- 
fections from the idols of the world ; we conclude 
T>y supplicating our heavenly Father to " grant, 
for Christ's sake, that we maV hereafter li^e a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of hi* 
holy name.?' ' 

.. And now folio ws, in due course, "the Absolu- 
tion, or Remission of Sins: to be pronounced (as 
the Rubric directs) by the priest " alone : " but, 
if we duly notice the terms, in which it is con? 
ceived, we shall see, that therein the priest does 
not assert any power, as residing either in the 
Church 9 * or in himself, to absolve or remit any 
jaauta sins. He onjy claims authority, as the 

1 This form has been so generally approved, that many 
dissenting ministers, averse as they are to common ami 
j>r«meditated forms of Prayer, are said regularly to intro- 
duce it into their services. 

* See Appendix (A.) 
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ambassador of Christ, to declare and pronounce to 
the people, that "Almighty God pardoneth 

■ 

and absolveth all them that truly repent; and un- 
feignedly believe his holy Gospel. 9 Even this 
declaration, then, of God's pardon, does not ex* 
tend to such of them, as do not truly repent and 
believe : neither does the priest, in any case, un- 
dertake to distinguish the penitent from the im- 
penitent ; leaving that point to be settled between 
God and their own hearts, and the Divine promise 
to be applied by each of them severally to their 
own case, according to their consciousness of their 
own fitness br unfitness to refcrive it. Gdnfera* 
ably with this view, he thus proceeds : " where- 
fore, tet us beseech Him to grant us true re- 
pentance, and his holy Spirit, that those things 
may please Him, which we do at this present; and 
that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and 
holy:" concluding by invoking the mediation of 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; which the people are di- 
rected to confirm and adopt as their own petition* 
by answering " Amen !" — " as at the end of all 
other prayers" 
And here it may not be useless to remark, that, 
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as the form of absolution is directed " to be pro- 
nounced by the priest alone" so does the very 
sense and design manifestly forbid the congrega- 
tion to join in it, otherwise, than by listening 
with attention, and by the response of " Amen" 
at the close/' * 

To complete this most solemn and essential 
division of the Service, and make up, in some 
measure, for any possible defects in their perform- 
ance of it, the people are directed, in the next 
place, to repeat after the minister that most per- 
fect form of prayer, which our Lord himself de- 
livered to his disciples : into which it is not my 
present purpose to enter ; as both the importance 
of this divine composition, and the variety of 
topics, which it embraces, demand that it should 
be considered at large in a separate discourse. 
At present, therefore, I shall only repeat my 

1 A similar observation may be applied to the Exhorta- 
tion, the Blessing, and — in short — to all parts of the 
service, which the rubric appropriates to the minister. 
The last reflection would convince the most ignorant, 
how grossly they violate common sense and propriety, by 
exhorting, blessing, and even absolving themselves. 
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earnest desire, that, as often as you return to the 
solemn office of Confession, you may diligently 
recollect, sincerely abhor, and firmly renounce, 
your past sins and transgressions : and, that when- 
ever you hear the form of Absolution pronounced, 
you may feel yourselves qualified, by genuine re- 
pentance and true faith, to receive from your 
heavenly Father that best and greatest of all 
gifts — the remission of your sins. 
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LECTURE II. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Matt., vi. 9. 
After this manner, therefore, pray ye. 

Our next step in the study of the Liturgy most 
be the examination of the Lord's Prayer; 
which, as was observed in the last Lecture, the 
people are directed to repeat at the close of the 
confessional or penitentiary part of the service, as 
if to make up for any possible defects in their per- 
formance of it. 

From the representation of St. Luke, we find, 
that, when the disciples of our Lord had privately 
besought him to " teach them to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples," he delivered to them 
that memorable and well-known prayer, which 
universally bears the name of its Divine Author. 
It appears also, from the passage in St. Matthew, 
whence the text is taken, that our Saviour die- 
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tated the same form (with some unimportant and 
merely verbal variations) on a more public occa- 
sion; namely, in the course of his Sermon on the 
Mount. 

It is plain, from both accounts, that this form 
was designed as a model or standard of prayer. 
" After this manner pray ye :" that is ; make use, 
as often as may seem expedient, of the very 
words of this prayer ; but, in no case, pray after a 
different manner, or offer petitions, for which this 
prayer affords no precedent or authority. 

It is not improbable, that, as the followers of 
John the Baptist considered the prayer, which he 
had taught them, as a kind of badge or distinction 
of their sect ; so our Lord's disciples wished to 
have a peculiar form of prayer for a similar pur- 
pose. Whatever may have been their object, the 
views of their divine Master, in complying with 
their request, certainly extended much further : 
for the form, which he suggested to them, is not 
only most comprehensive, as embracing within a 
short compass, all the temporal and spiritual wants ' 
of a reasonable creature, but, also, by consequence, ' 
must be, in one sense, exclusive : for, if any sup- ' 
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posed good y which we most earnestly desire, can- 
not, by fair principles of interpretation, be referred 
to any general head or clause herein contained, 
however lawfully it may be an object of our 
wishes, we cannot regard it as a fit object of 
prayer. 

The Lord's Prayer is therefore to be considered 
as being, in substance, a perfect model for all our 
petitions to the supreme Being ; and sufficient in 
itself, when the pressure of any emergency denies 
us time for longer forms, to " make" all " our 
requests known unto God." * 

Accordingly, though it is plain that the learned 
and pious compilers of our Liturgy (following 
herein the example of the primitive Christians, 

■ 

Perhaps no clause of this prayer might be entirely 
new to our Lord's disciples ; as every part of it is said to 
have been derived, with little variation, from forms in 
common use amongst the Jews : from which circumstance 
we may collect, that our Saviour did not affect originality, 
but was content to recommend to his followers what was 
suitable to his purpose, wherever he might find it ; pre- 
ferring, in this instance, what was most familiar to their 
ears. 
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and, indeed, of the Apostles themselves) were far 
from supposing, that no other form of words could 
lawfully be used ; yet had they such a profound 
veneration for this sacred and authentic standard 
of supplication to God, that they never thought 
any act of divine service complete, unless the 
Lord's Prayer had a place in it. 1 

They, however, justly inferred, from the pro- 
ceeding of our blessed Saviour on this occasion, 
that no valid objection could lie against the 
adoption of any set form of prayer, merely as 
such ; provided it were conformable in spirit and 
substance with the prayer of our Lord. And, 
doubtless, a form, deliberately composed and 
solemnly agreed upon by a select body of the most 
learned men in a learned age, under the sanction 
of the highest authorities, must be more likely to 
possess all the essential qualities of legitimate, 
heartfelt, and acceptable prayer, and better 
adapted to excite and guide the public devotions 

1 This appears to bare been the cause, that, in the 
morning-service now in use, which unites what was 
originally designed for three several periods of the day, 
the Lord's prayer is so many times repeated. 
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of a Christian congregation, than the extemporary 
and self-authorised effusions of any individual, 
however gifted with talents, or endowed with 
knowledge. 

The Lord's Prayer is, moreover, of the highest 
value, as a compendious form of religious in- 
struction. Such, indeed, is naturally the prin- 
cipal character of all rational prayer; of which 
the object cannot be, to remind the all- wise God, 
" whereof we have need," which He knows far 
better, than we ourselves ; but, to impress and re- 
new upon our own minds the true nature and ex- 
tent of our necessities ; the source, from which 
they are to be supplied; and the glorious attri- 
butes of that exalted Being, whom we are thus 
permitted to approach. 

It needs no formal or laborious discussion of 
this prayer, to satisfy any reasonable mind, how 
admirably it is adapted both to supplication and 
instruction : but, the more fully we enter into each 
particular clause, the more deeply shall we feel, 
that, so long as our hearts accompany our lips in 
the use of it, we can neither be unmindful of 
any petition proper to be offered to our Maker, 
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nor grossly ignorant of any duty that we owe to 
him. 

The first particular that claims oar observation, 
is the name or title of Father, by which we are 
here directed to invoke the supreme Being. In 
that name, even as applied to an earthly parent, 
we are accustomed to recognise not only a pecu- 
liar claim to veneration and obedience ; — such, in- 
deed, as no other relative appellation can bespeak; 
but, in a wise and good father, a concern at once 
lively, tender, and judicious, for the welfare of his 
children. Now ; since God is infinitely wise and 
good, as well as infinitely powerful; we cannot 
but see, that — if we are authorised to invest him 
with a paternal character in relation to ourselves — 
both his right to our filial 'and dutiful obedience, 
and his benevolent regard for our happiness, must 
be esteemed as much higher, than that of our 
fathers here below, as " the heavens are, in com- 
parison of the earth." And, though it might be 
an unwarrantable presumption, in a creature every 
way so limited and imperfect as man, of his own 
mere thought and motion, to apply the ordinary 
term of so near and close a relation to the .oinni- 

B 
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potent Jehovah; 1 yet, when permitted, to oall 
him " our Father/' it is easily understood, what 
feelings and what duties towards him that name 
should imply. 

It .teaches, us to look up to him, with that salu- 
tary fear, indeed* of Jus displeasure, which may 
deter us from offending him ; but with a reason- 
able, hope, at the same tine, that, in our endea- 
vours to serve and please him, we may rely upon 
his free and bounteous aid. It amounts to an as- 
surance, that, though we may have been prodigal 
sons, he is ever ready, if we turn to him with true 
penitent hearts, and confess our . unwortbiness, to 
receive us again with paternal indulgence, and 
restore us to his favour. It encourages u$ to re- 
gard ourselves, though once disinherited, by rea- 

1 The prince of Greek poets, indeed, has made it pro- 
bable that the Jupiter of the heathens was addressed as 
the " father of gods and men/' But their Jupiter was 
only a deified mortal, the ancestor, as they believed, of 
many of their fellow-men. In short; — with them no de- 
Scent was reputed noble, unless it could be traced up to 
Jupiter; who was therefore the father of men, as well as 
of gods, in the ordinary sense of the term. 
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son of sin, yet as now become again the children 
of God by adoption and grace, and' " jointtairs 
with Chnsft" of eternal life. Lastly ; it instructs 
us, thatr— since all, who are bom again in baptism, 
are admitted equally with ourselves to die high 
privilege of calling upon God as their Ikther— 
they have all a just claim to our love, as brethren 
not only by nature, but by grace. The use, in* 
deed, of the plural farm throughout this prayer 
sufficiently shows that, if we truly adopt the 
spirit of it, we are praying for others, as well as 
for ourselves. 

When, to the appellation of " our Father," we 
are taught to subjoin — " which art in heaven," 
it must not be imagined that this expression is 
purely descriptive, to distinguish the- spiritual 
Being, whom we here address, from an earthly 
parent For that single purpose, it would have 
been sufficient to describe him as " our heavenly 
Father." As the phrase now stands, it embraces 
a further and much wider import. It compre- 
hends both a general profession of belief in the 
existence of God, and a specific avowal, that he 
is " in heaven ;" that is ; — not upon earth only, 
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like the idols of the heathen ; — not, like them, 
manifest to the senses, to be seen and touched ; 
but invisible to mortal eyes, and only to be com-' 
prehended in thought : existing, indeed, every- 
where, because acting everywhere ; but reserving 
the immediate consciousness and enjoyment of his 
presence for such only of his creatures, as he sees 
worthy of it ; and for such time and place, as he, 
in his infinite wisdom, may have appointed. When 
or where that may be, is not for us, as yet, to know, 
or even to conjecture: but this we know; — that, 
wherever the glorious Author of all good is sen- 
sibly and favourably present, there must be heaven, 
and there must be happiness. 

. Let us now proceed to examine the petitions 
themselves, being in number six : of which, only 
one refers to the wants of the body ; all the others 
being exclusively occupied in providing for the 
health and safety of our souls. 

The FIRST petition is contained in these few 
words, — " hallowed be thy name." To hallow is 
either to set any thing apart for sacred purposes, 
and devote it to the immediate service of God ; 
or, to maintain a due respect and reverence for 
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that which has already been so consecrated ; and the 
name of God is here mentioned, as the representa- 
tive of every thing connected with his name, or 
dedicated to his service. When therefore we 
pray, that God would cause his name to be hal- 
lowed, (that is — sanctified, or kept holy,) we are 
substantially asking that it may please him to en- 
due us, by his grace, with a spirit of respect and 
veneration for Himself and all that belongs to him. 
We ask, that we may be enabled to abstain — not 
only from all profane and irreverent use of the 
holy name of God, but — from all neglect and dis- 
regard of his Word, his House, his Ministers, or 
the Day set apart for his worship ; and, while this 
clause expresses our petition for ourselves, that 
God would be pleased to " pour into our hearts" 
both " the love" and the fear " of his holy name," 
it comprehends also our fervent desire, that it may 
universally Be had in reverence. 

The instruction, to be gathered from this part 
of the prayer, is very obvious. It teaches us the 
propriety and necessity of using our own endea- 
vours to effect that which we pray for; and to 
maintain, both in ourselves and others, that pious 
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dfce&d of profanation and ifreligion, which we ex- 
press go hearty « desire to see in all anen. What 
van be mare absurd, than to utter daily upon out* 
knees a seemingly pious desire, that the name of 
-God may be hallowed* while we ourselves use 
it profanely or lightly in common discourse? What 
more inconsistent, than, in words, to pray finr a 
general regard to every thing sacred, aral, in fuel, 
to lose sight of the seasons, the places, .and the 
persons, peculiarly dedicated to the service mf 
#od? 

* The second {petition, equally concise with 
thq > tfwmer, resembles k likewise in the importance 
ibf its object* The kingdom of Godipv kingdom of 
bsetven, as it is most frequently termed in fit. 
Matthew's <3o&pel) is a phrase uniformly employed 
by our Lord to express the establishment of his 
true region, and the diAnion of the blessings 
which his gospel announced; namely, spiritual 
regeneration, and the forgiveness of sins. As 
often, then, as *e offer up this petition ; — that the 
kingdom of Gk)d may come, — we pray, that it may 
please Him, in his good time, to e&ablish the pre* 
valence of the Christian faith, and thereby pro- 
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mote and effectuate the salvation of mankind • — 

that Ee wotild establish it not only in the mouths* 

* 
tat in the hearts of men ; — that his holy Spirit 

lira? reign within them ; and that as many, as pro* 

less to believe the Gospel of his Son Jesus Christ 1 , 

may be sincere in that belief, and consequently, 

may adopt it as the rale of their lives. But, when 

we are commanded to pray, that the Kingdom of 

(Sod may thus come, and be thus received, we ar6 

thereby taught, that it is the duty of each of us td 

contribute, so far as our means and opportunities 

may enable us, towards the accomplishment of this 

great object, both by promoting the knowledge 
and propagation . of the. Gofcpel, and by uamg* Our 
endeavours, that all persons, within the reach of oit? 
influence, may become Christiana in earnest vbbth 
understanding what they profess* and practising 
wfcbt they understand. Nor can any man use 
more essential means fcr this purpose, than by 
making, himself a living pattern of all Christian 
virtues ; thereby both stimulating others to follow 
his steps r and contributing to remove that scandal* 
which has so often injured the Christian cause — 
that the Gospel so rarely makes men what, as its 
followers, they profess to be. 
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' This petition, then, is most naturally followed 
by the third ; — " Thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven : " for herein we evidently pray for 
grace (and that, not for ourselves alone, but for all 
mankind) that we may be enabled to fulfil the will 
of God in all our words and works ; — that not only 
" his way may be known upon earth, and his 
saving health among all nations," ' but the full and 
blessed effects of the Gospel may be practically felt, 
and " all the ends of the world may see the salvation 
of our God." * We express, in short, our humble 
desire, that all Christians, by grace and faith, may 
be enabled, here on earth, to display that entire and 
cheerful obedience to the commands of God, which 
is paid to them by the blessed spirits in heaven. 

Many and sacred are the duties, of which this 
petition reminds us : for, when we pray, that God 
would enable us to fulfil his will, even as it is ful- 
filled by the holy angels, we are praying to be en- 
dued with that profound sense of the majesty of 
God, (and, consequently, with that reverence for all 
his commands,) which inspires them with an ardent 

1 Ps. xlvii. 2. * Ps. xcviii. 3. 
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zeal for his service, and urges them to execute his 
mandates with cheerfulness and vigour. With 
similar dispositions, then, must we endeavour to 
fill and impress our . own minds : and, if we are 
truly desirous to imitate those pure Spirits in the 
exactness and readiness of their obedience, we 
must first endeavour to imitate them in holiness 
and purity of thought, and reject with scorn and 
disgust all such imaginations, as may betray us 
into sin ; occupying our minds with such a con- 
stant succession of pure and innocent engagements, 
as may leave no room for the enemy to enter. 
Nor can our obedience ever.be perfect, unless we 
prepare ourselves to be content, that the will of 
God should be done, in whatever it may please 
him to ordain for our trial in this present life; and 
to bear whatever may befal us with patient resig- 
nation. 

The fourth petition in this prayer— V give 
us this day our daily bread," — is remarkable, as 
being the only one, which relates to the wants of the 
body. Of the others, every one bespeaks a care 
for the soul ; each of them being, in some respect, a 
prayer for grace ; that is — for faith and power from 
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•aboro, to work out <mr salvation fchrongh «B AUfi- 
cities and impediments : but <tbb is, exckafoety, » 
petition for the supply of bodily wants and conveni* 
eaces.; — on object it appears, for which our divine 
Ibstnictor judged a eingde dame to be sufficient. 
Bread Mug— as it is prov e rbially called—'" the 
staff of life " — is ftioat -aptly chosen to reprsseot 
all thing* necessary for oilr fcadily comfort and 
sustenance. Aad for these we are taught to pray 
~**oonst&utly, indeed, but—with certain peculiar 
and strict Imitations* For spiritual food we hare 
pefcmission to ask without measure or exception. 
Dot nitat license is widely different, with regard 
to the sujjpKes of the body. As we are instructed 
to pray oaly'for " daily " bread, it is plain, that we 
bare here no authority tonk for *ny «h»; mare 
than what is truly needful for trar imaiediate sup- 
port and comfort. And we ask, that it may please 
Sun, who alone provides for .all our wants, to 
give us " this day," or, " dm/ by day, oar daily 
bread." It would not then be a lawful request, 
Kbat we nay be so supplied; as to be exempt from 
the fear of want ear scarcity for die; rest of our 
Jives. And indeed, it would be impossible that the 
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Almighty himself skofald comply with auojt.a petin 
tif>% ntdess by dispensing with the coarse, of hi* 
ordinary providence i for,, by a universal law in 
human afiairs, all woiklly possessions are preoajri^ 
oris audi uncertain* He, who betake! himself to 
repose at night, possessed, as he supposes, of 
" much goods laid up for many years," has no just 
assurance, that he shall find them in his possession 
when he awakes on the morrow. We may indeed 
conceive, that they, who abound in this world's, 
goods, are more secure from want, than the poor 
man, who labours every day for his daily bread ; 
we may also imagine one species of property to be 
more permanent than another : but all is in the 
hand of God ; who, if he sees good, (as in the case 
of Job, and in a thousand others, of which no 
record remains,) can cause all, that we call our own 
to be swept away in a moment. 

And hence we learn, that the most wealthy have 
as much need to pray humbly for their daily bread, 
as the most indigent ; — that the poor have equal 
reason, with the rich, to rely upon the providence 
of God for support ; and — that He, who feedeth 
the ravens, careth equally for all. In so far, as 
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any man is better provided, than his neighbour, 
with those comforts and conveniences, which, in 
the common coarse of things, and with reasonable 
care and economy, have a fair show of continuance, 
the more is he bound to remember, and gratefully 
to acknowledge, that bountiful hand, from which 
all is derived, and freely to share his superfluous 
goods with the needy and distressed ; but let him 
not trust in riches, for both they, and the means of 
acquiring them, may take wings and fly away. 

The remaining petitions are of such paramount 
importance, and will demand so much of our time, 
that it will be expedient to postpone the conside- 
ration of them to a future opportunity. 



37 



LECTURE III. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Matt. vi. 9. 

» 

After this manner, therefore, pray ye. 

In a former Lecture upon the Lord's Prayer, I 
endeavoured to shew you, in what manner this 
divine form instructs us to address our heavenly 
Father, for grace to reverence his holy name and 
every thing sacred to his service ; — for the esta- 
blishment of his kingdom upon earth, in our hearts, 
and in those of all mankind ; — for power to obey 
his holy will, as it is obeyed in heaven ; and — for 
the needful supply of our bodily wants. Let us now 
proceed to consider the two remaining petitions. 

The fifth is thus expressed : — " forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them, that tres- 
pass against us;" or — as it is translated in 
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St. Matthew's Gospel, — " forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors." * This variation in 
the language makes no difference in the sense : 
for, as trespass is a general term, to denote any 
encroachment upon the just rights of another, 
or any violation of duties or engagements ; so the 
word debt, which, in a strict sense, is limited to 
a particular species of obligation, may properly 
stand as the representative of all others. It was 
indeed anciently so common a practice, even in 
case of gross injuries or insults, to accept a pecu- 
niary satisfaction, iA lieu of any penal suffering on 
the port of the offender, that the tenbs, naturally 
appropriated to the one, were ofteb, in comibofa 
speech, transferred to the other. Thug, the of* 
fender was styled a debtbt: when compelled to 
suffer for his aggression, he was said to pay the 
fine or penalty, due to the party aggrieved ; and 
the latter, again, when he inflicted punishment, 
was said to take or exact it 

To " forgive our debtors," therefore, is — freely 
to remit and forego the satisfaction which we 
think due to us : to dismiss all thoughts of revenge* 

1 Matt. vi. 12. 
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or malice, even against those, who without ofcuee 
have offended us ;. and to wish only for their cent 
.fcdion and amendment* 

t Since, then, we are aU by far more deeply in- 
debted to our Creator, then smy of oar brethren 
-cam ever, be to as ;— since ire cannot but be co»- 
.actous of daily and innumerable trespasses against 
his laws.; the grounds* on which we are here 
Aaaght to rest our plea for pardon, must be ac- 
knowledged to beanch, as, unauthorized, we ootid 
not dare to advance t for the word " as," in this 
fdace, does sot mean to far, or, in proportion* as 
we forgive others ; (which, of itself, woftld be 
sufficiently bold) hot — according to St lake's 
iversion * of the passage— /or, or became, we for- 
give them ; actually asserting our lenity to them, 
*s a plea for similar indulgence to ourselves. 
This plea, I observe, the most placable and mer- 
ciful of men would not venture to allege, on the 
ground of his own confidence in its truth #r jus* 
Ike : how, then, shall die unmerciful creditor,— 
die hard-hearted and revengeful prosecutor; or, 

1 w Forgive us our sins ; for we also forgive every one 
that is indebted to as," Lake xL 4* 
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in short — any one, who harbours malice or hatred 
in his heart, presume to offer it? 

And yet, the condition is wholly inseparable. 
It stands for ever an unchangeable clause in the 
petition ; and, unless we can thus ask for pardon, 
we are virtually forbidden to ask it at all. Our 
Lord himself, after he had cpncluded the prayer, 
in order that this condition might be perfectly un- 
derstood by his disciples, and deeply impressed 
upon them, repeated, and distinctly explained 
it : " for," said he, " if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you : but, if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." * 

Of what infinite importance, then — nay, of what 
indispensable necessity — must it be to every one 
of us, to subdue all angry and revengeful passions, 
and to acquire a meek and forgiving spirit ! Now 
the groundwork of this must be humility. There 
is not, nor can be, any other. A proud spirit 
never can forgive. So long as haughtiness and 
self-importance are indulged, it is impossible that 
a man should sincerely pardon those who have 

1 Matt, y'u 14. 15. 
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wounded his pride ; and we are to make this pro- 
fession, not in compliance with human laws, which 
are satisfied with outward forms, but before Him, 
who can look into our hearts. 

By some means or other, then, all pride and 
anger must be really subdued. And nothing more 
is wanting for this purpose, than a just knowledge 
of ourselves, and of our own state, to accomplish 
this object, and make our forgiveness sincere* Let 
us bethink ourselves, what we have to lose or to 
gain by it. Everlasting happiness and misery 
are no light considerations. We ask Him to for- 
give our trespasses, on whose pardon our eternal 
lot must depend ; in whose view — the only certain 
and just view of our merits, we are all miserable 
sinners. We ask him to pardon offences, for 
which we have no amends, — no satisfaction— to 
offer ;— offences, which could not be atoned by any 
sacrifice less precious, than that of the Son of 
God upon the Gross. Will not this humble our 
pride ? Will it not make us more than ready — 
glad and delighted — to show some resemblance of 
that mercy, which we so greatly need, and which 
has been so wonderfully extended to us ? 
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Not is this a lesson, frdm which only those pew- 
dobs oan derive benefit, who peculiarly and manfr 
fcsfly betray & spirit of anger and revenge. Bow 
men, perhaps none, are naturally of so mild ahd 
gentle a disposition, as to be free from anget f on 
ike first sense of an injury or insult ; of suificieirt* 
ly prone t6 overlook and forgive it, until they 
have reflected, how groat need they have of for* 
giVeness themselves. And hence (to retrace out 
steps) we See tfce.grdat and ubivewal vdufe mt 
selfrreflection, as the ohly sitae sourbe of humility t; 
of huftrilify m the natural parent of a forgiving 
temper ; and of a readiness to forgive others, as 
the indispensable condition of {Sod's mercy to ofcri 
aelves* 

In the sixth petition tire pray to God, that 
he wiH not " lead us into temptation, but deliver 
us from eviL" The meaning of the word twnpta* 
tion, in this place, appears, at first sight, to be n* 
other, than what is commonly assigned to it it 
various passages of Scripture ; that is to feay~~ a 
situation or combination of circumstances, power* 
fully efcoiting aome appetite or passion, and ia*- 
ducing a disposition to commit some breach of 
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God's laws. We tnay seem, then, in this clause, 
to be praying, that God would never lead mi into 
«ieh a state of trial. Now it will require some 
feonsideTatiton~~-wbether we bare a right to offer 
sdch a petition: for, if trar obedience is nerer 
tried, what merit can it have 1 If our faith, <* 
our virtue, is never put to the test, how shaH It to 
ffinown, that we haw either virtue or faith ? Our 
whole life, heie upon earth, is represented in the 
Scriptures m a state of probation or trial: how, 
theft, M we be authorised to pray, that we may 
voter he proved or iried? Conscious as we ate of 
Weakness and frailty # and, with good reason, dread- 
ing the result of temptation, we may, no doubt, 
*&turally enough be inclined to wish, that w© may 
sover he put fa> the proof* But it is certain, that 
we are not, here or elsewhere, taught or au£fcc> 
rised t» make such an exemption the object of our 
prayers. Many mri severe are the trials, which 
we must daily endure, mid that, to the end of our 
lives ; or forfeit all hope of future reward. 

The temptation, then, against which we may 
lawfully pray, is overpowering and fatal tempta- 
tion; taking us unprepared and unarmed, and 
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actually drawing us into sin. If disobedience, and 
the punishment which awaits it, are the just objects 
of our most lively alarm, we cannot too earnestly 
supplicate our heavenly Father, that he " would 
not suffer us to be tempted above that we are able, 
but would, with the temptation, also make a way 
to escape." * 

That such is the full sense of these words, " lead 
us not into temptation"— is sufficiently clear from 
the clause subjoined to them-" but deliver us from 
evil : " that is — from sin ; — from the snares of the 
Evil One. We have, indeed, this caution from 
St. James : " let no man say, when he is tempted, 
' I am tempted of God :' " * that is ; let no man 
presume to impute his own wickedness to the de- 
cree of his Maker, as if the all-merciful God could 
take delight in the death of a sinner : — " Every 
man (adds the Apostle) is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed." 3 

Nevertheless, though a man cannot be drawn 
into sin, unless by his own evil passions, or by the 
suggestions of Satan, it is certain, that the former 

1 1 Cor. x. 13. 3 James i. 13. 3 James i. 14. 
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are what his Creator has implanted in him, and 
made an essential part of his nature ; thq latter, 
what the same power, by not suppressing them, 
may be said to permit. But this is neither a jus- 
tification of our own weakness, when we yield to 
their influence, nor an impeachment of the justice 
or goodness of God. On the contrary, St. James 
exhorts us to " count it all joy, when we enter into 
temptations ; knowing this ; that the trial of our 
faith worketh patience." * And — " blessed/' says 
he, " is the man that endureth temptation : for, 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life." x 
If we are conscious of weakness — (and which of us 
can boast of his strength?) we are not igno- 
rant where to apply for succour. We have the 
assurance of our blessed Lord himself, that our 
" heavenly Father will give the holy Spirit to them 
that ask him :" ' and we know that he is faithful who 
promised. For this aid, it is his will — we may say, 
his wish, — that we should ask: for, whereas the 
evil Spirit maliciously subjects us to such fiery 
trials, that, as he hopes, we must inevitably sink 

1 James i. 2, 3. * James i. 12. ' Luke xi. 13 
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under them, and, like himself, be for ever lost ; the 
all-godd Being, an the .contrary, in mercy and 
kindness, permits us to be tried, with a gracious 
desire that we may endure to the end, and obtain 
our reward. 

Never, indeed, can we be too deeply conscious, 
how entirely the success of our best efforts de- 
pends Upon support from above. To heaven must 
we daily and hourly address our aspirations, for 
the power either to form our resolutions and ar- 
range our measures against the day of temptation, 
or to adhere to them, when it arrives. It was, no 
doubt, in great measure, with a view to maintain 
and renew in our minds an humble sense of our 
own infirmity, and an habitual reliance upon divine 
grace, that this petition against temptation was 
introduced into a prayer, so evidently designed for 
daily use. 

Let us now advert to the class, of duties, of 
which this petition. more particularly reminds us. 
The first and most obvious of these is merely nega- 
tive ; namely — 'that, whilst we are imploring that 
benign Spirit, who is the fountain of grace, either 
to guard us from temptation, or so empower us to 
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resist it, we do not seduce or tempt ourselves. 
Many persons actually court of seek temptation. 
We might almost say, that they make this the 
business of their lives ; lor thdy take infinite pains 
to stimulate and inflame those appetites and pas- 
sions, which are most adverse to their duty: they 
frequent those places, associate with those per- 
sons, read those writings, and — in short— in every 
form, apply all those incentives, which, they well 
know, will betray them into sin ; and — what is the 
worst feature of their case — they run into sneh 
dangers, not through inadvertence, but because 
they well know, how they are likely to terminate. 
Such men, indeed, are not much given to pray : 
and* if eyer they do, the use of this petition, on 
their part, must be either gross hypocrisy, or 
empty sound. With what assurance — with what 
hope, can any man pray for deliverance from evils, 
to winch he wantonly, nay even industriously ex- 
poses himself? 

A- second duty, easily inferred from this pe- 
tition, is thflt of vigilance: for, if it appears 
. plainly absurd, to pray against temptation, and 
to court it, at the same time; so is it no slight 
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or questionable inconsistency, to neglect the na- 
tural and probable means of avoiding it. .And 
this is precisely the direction of our Lord himself: 
" Watch and pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion." ' Let us, then, first use our own best endea- 
vours to escape the danger of sin; and we may 
then reasonably hope, that our. Almighty Pro* 
tector, if we faithfully ask it of him, will stretch 
out his arm to help and defend us. 

« 

A third duty, not less implied in this prayer* is 
that of temperance ; by which alone the flesh can 
be kept in subjection to the spirit, and the Tempter 
deprived of those auxiliary appetites and passions, 
on which he chiefly relies for success : and a fourth, 
is . that of prudence, in the choice of such com- 
panions, and such modes of employing our time, 
as may afford the least hazard of allurement to .sin, 
and the best prospect of retaining our innocence. 

When we honestly aAd vigorously resist the 
seductions of our spiritual adversary, and of our 
own evil desires ; when we are earnestly upon ihe 
watch against their suggestions, and restrict our- 

1 Matt xxvi. 41. 
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selves to such a life of regularity and temperance, as 
may conduce to calm and moderate our affections ; 
when we resolutely renounce the society of the 
profligate, and shun every place and every object, 
by which our eyes or our ears are likely to be cor- 
rupted ; then may we apply to our heavenly Fa* 
ther, for the aid of his holy Spirit to bless and 
prosper our endeavours, with an entire confidence 
that our prayer will be heard. 

I should now presume both the object of this 
petition, and the instruction deducible from it, 
to have been sufficiently indicated, did it not seem 
adviseable to bestow some further" consideration 
upon the nature of the evil, from which we pray 
to be delivered. Even were this term understood 
to include, generally, all evil, temporal as well as 
spiritual, that is incident to man, such a request 
might well serve as a close to our supplications ; 
since, as the foregoing petitions have acknow- 
ledged the Almighty as the sole giver of all good, 
the present naturally appeals to the same power, as 
our only protector from all harm. But the connex- 
ion of this with the preceding clause has already 
sufficiently shown, what kinds of evil were more 

c 
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particularly contemplated; — those which are the 
only real and permanent evils — the spiritual evil of 
sin; and. the consequent evil of everlasting puniabr 
ment. 

It has been truly observed, that the original 
term, which we translate simply by the word 
evil, might be understood to mean the evil one ; 
that is to say, our great spiritual enemy, the 
devil. But this form of interpretation would not 
occasion any difference in the force of the prayer : 
for — to be delivered from an adversary — can only 
mean— to be rescued from his power ; from the 
mischief and suffering, into which he would be- 
tray us. Now the mischief, into which Satan 
would betray us, cannot be of any other nature, 
than that, into which he seduced our first parents.; 
namely ; disobedience to the laws of God, and 
his consequent displeasure: and the suffering, 
which he would bring upon us, must, accordingly, 
be that of eternal death. 

When a believer in Christ, then, prays to be 
delivered from this dreadful penalty, he is virtu-* 
ally praying, that the merits of Christ's death may 
be applied to his own justification: and thus this 
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petition implies, in him, not only an entire faith 
in the efficacy of the Cross, bat a hearty repent- 
ance of all past sins, and a sincere determination 
to amend his life : for these, we know, are the 
conditions, which the Divine Author of this prayer 
invariably annexes to the promise of salvation 
through his name. It cannot, indeed, be made a 
question, whether he, who prays in earnest, that 
he may not be led into temptation, must not be 
understood to repent of those trespasses, into 
which he has already been led ; or whether the 
bare petition, to be delivered from the evil of sin, 
does not imply a resolution, on his part, to sin no 
more. 

The petitions being thus completed, the prayer 
concludes with a form of praise to God, usually 
termed the Doxology, in these words ; " for thine 
is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever." * When we say — " thine is the 

1 The doxology is only found in the prayer, as given by 
St. Matthew ; but the omission of it by St. Luke is no 
reason, why this form of praise should not be regarded as 
truly and properly belonging to the 'prayer ; and accord- 
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kingdom," we acknowledge that supremely great 
a.nd good Being, whom we have been permitted 
to call " our heavenly Father/' as the sole wA 
undoubted Sovereign of the universe ; who reigns 
^>ver all, not only by right of possession, but by 
right .of creation; and to whom alone, therefore, 
all honour, allegiance, and submission, are due. 

When .we say, " thine is the power," we declare 
our belief, that God, as omnipotent, can and will 
grant, whatever we may lawfully ask; and there- 
fore, that to Him alone we can look up for the 
supply of our wants, and the fulfilment of our 
4esires. When we say — " thine is the glory," we 
recognise his exclusive title to praise and honour 
•for those high attributes, in which, being infinite, 
iu> creature can participate : and, lastly ; when 
we add to this the words, " for ever and ever," 
we oonfess also his eternity; — that, great and 
glorious as he was in the beginning,, so is be now, 
and ever shall be, through ages without end. 

All which we confirm, by pronouncing the word 

< 

ingly our Liturgy has introduced it, as sucb, both in the 

meaning and evening prayer, and in the communion- 
service. 
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Amen at the conclusion of it. This is a Hebrew 
term, signifying truly, verily, so it is, or, so be it ; 
and, from this example, has been adopted in our 
Liturgy, as the most brief and emphatic form of 
assent and confirmation, on the part of the people, 
to whatever the minister has pronounced in their 
name. It is not, therefore, as too many have made 
it, an unmeaning sound; nor should ever be 
uttered, but with a full purpose of heart, to adopt, 
as our own, every petition, every sentiment, and 
every article of belief, to which we find it sub- 
joined. 

After this deliberate examination of the Lord's, 
Prayer, we cannot easily decline the conclusion, 
that our Church has done most wisely, in not only 
making it a part of all her devotions, but referring 
to it as a perfect model for her prayers : alwttyi 
regarding the gift of spiritual help as the great 
object of her petitions; and studiously avoiding 
every species of request, for which she finds here 
neither warrant nor precedent. 
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LECTURE IV. 
THE HYMNS, PSALMS, AND LESSONS. 

Psalm xlvii. 7. 

God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises 

with understanding. 

In my former lectures upon the Common Prayer 
of our Church; having briefly insisted upon the 
importance and necessity of praying " with the 
understanding," as well as " with the Spirit ;" 
that is ; not only with " a hearty desire to pray/' 
but with a just conception of the sense and design 
of the whole service ; I invited your attention to a 
particular examination of each of the forms, which 
the Church has provided for the due discharge of 
the several offices, into which prayer may be dis- 
tinguished ; namely ; Confession, Thanksgiving, 
Petition, and Intercession. 

In execution of this design, I proceeded, first, 
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to consider that part of the service, which falls 
under the head of Confession, as an indispensable 
demonstration of penitence: prefacing my obser- 
vations upon that subject with some notice of the 
short sentences, so judiciously selected from the 

holy Scriptures, to shew at once the extent of 

■ 

God's mercy towards sinners, and the necessity of 
a sincere and hearty repentance ; and with a brief 
comment upon that earnest and comprehensive 
Exhortation, by which the general Confession is 
preceded. 

That you might the more clearly perceive 
how carefully the form of Confession itself is 
adapted to the general . condition of the entire 
congregation, without excluding the particular 
exigencies of individuals ; it was proposed to your 
notice clause by clause. You were also guard- 
ed against certain misconceptions of the form of 
Absolution ; which was shown to be nothing more, 
in the view which our Church takes of it, than 
a declaration of God's pardon, undoubtedly ex* 
tended to all present, who, by a true penitence 
and lively faith, are become capable of receiv- 
ing it 
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To the Lord's Pra^raf, which follows next ill 
order, I thought it necessary to devote tfto entire 
lectures ; the substance of whichl will not at present 
recapitulate, further than by reminding you, that 
this unequalled form of supplication seems to have 
been intended by its divine Author not *oriy as a 
model for our prayers, but as a compendium of &H 
that we are entitled to pray for : and that it is in- 
troduced with singular propriety at the close ef 
this penitentiary branch of the service, to' supply 
any defect that may have arisen in our performance 
of it. ' 

We are now arrived at that Division of thfe 
Liturgy, which consists principally of praise and 
thanksgiving. This portion of the service is 
introduced by an ejatiulatory' prayer or' petition 
(in which the minister and the pebple have eaoh 
their share) importing a consciousness that, un- 
less Divine grace inspires and directs our lips, 
we are not able to praise our Almighty bene- 
factor in a manner worthy of his greatness and 
bounty. '< O Lord, open thou our .lips ; and 
our mouth shall shew forth thy praise/' And, 
to express the earnest desire of the congregd- 
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tion for present and immediate aid in this pious 
work, they are taught to add, in the same re* 
sponsive form, a further petition to that effect: 
" O God, make speed to save us: O Lord, make 
haste to help u»." 

Thus prepared, the minister and congregation 
make their first offering of praise in that concise 
but most solemn hymn, usually termed the Dox- 
ology> or Gloria Patri; -which is worthy of 
especial notice, not only from its universal use in 
ail Christian churches, but from its great and 
perhaps apostolical antiquity. " Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost : 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen." This likewise 
(unless where it is sung) is divided between the 
minister and the people. It is scarcely possible 
to point out more clearly, how much is contained in 
this short act of adoration, than by citing the words 
of the pious Hooker, which are themselves founded 
upon a remark of Basil, an Asiatic bishop in the 
beginning of the fourth century; and shew, that 
it comprises at once an offering of praise and 
glory to God, and a confession of the chief points 
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of our Christian faith. " We are baptized/' gays 
he, " in the name of the, Father, and of t^e Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost Confessing the Christen 
faith, we declare, our belief in the • Father, <• the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Ascribing glory to (-Jod, 
we give it to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost." It may be added, that, by this form, w$ 
acknowledge the co-eternity, as well as the co-ex- 
istence, of the three sacred Persons; declaring, 
that the glory, which we now attribute to th$m, 
was in like manner due to them in the beginning ;," 
that is to say, in the scriptural sense of that ei|H 
pression — from all eternity. 
; The minister now invites the people to a- moj^e 
diffuse and lengthened act of praise ; using the 
farm — " Praise ye the Lord : " which is merely a 
translation of the Hebrew Allelujah. To this call, 
they reply, by professing their readiness to join in 
that fateful service: — "The lord's name hp 
prdised," 

. Accordingly, they proceed to recite, in alternate 
verees> the ninety-fifth Psalm ;— a composi- 
tion which sets forth the power and majesty, the 
fatherly care and mercy of God, in terms of such 
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thfeerful yet sublime energy, as are well adapted 
to fill the hearts of all, who attentively join in it, 
with the most exalted sentiments of veneration 
and gratitude. It calls upon ns to " sing unto the 
!Lord, and to rejoice heartily in the strength of our 
salvation:" — to "come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and show ourselves glad in him with 
psalms. 9 And in what terms does it describe to us 
that supreme Being, whose praise it invites us to 
celebrate ! " The Lord is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods. In his hand are all 
fhe corners of the earth ; and the strength of the 
hills is his also. The sea is his, and He made it ; 
and his hands prepared the dry land." To the 
sovereign Lord of heaven and earth ; thus arrayed 
in. the attributes of his might, and Lord by right 
6f creation, as well as of dominion ; every form 
and degree of adoration and worship, which a 
rational creature is capable of paying, must be 
continually due. 

Thus, therefore, the royal Psalmist proceeds: 
** O come, let us worship and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker : for He is the Lord 
our God ; and we are the people of his pasture, 
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and the sheep of his hand." Here, we find the 
pastoral Care and loving kindness of God: alleged 
as a motive to veneration, to well as to gratitude; 
But this is a lesson? whidii the; people of Israel, »to 
whom it was originally addressed, and who, .of all 
the nations of the earth, had experienced <the mot* 
signal proofs of its truth and value, were the most 
addicted to forget. The remainder of this, psalm* 
therefore, assumes the form. of a caution tothdt 
people, &s from the mouth of God himself, no 
more to " harden their hearts/' as their fore- 
fathers, had done " in the wilderness/' when hte 
" sware unto them in his wrath, that they should 
not rater into his rest ;" that is ; into the land of 
Canaan ; which none of those, who had attained 
to manhood when they came forth out of Egypt* 
ever lived to see* Shall we presume to say, that 
the same caution is not needful to ourselves? 
We censure the Israelites* for their extreme 
blindness to that Almighty protection and unde-> 
served favour, which so many signal miracles 
wrought in their behalf most clearly indicated. 
To our faith and gratitude, the paramount and 
perpetual miracle of our redemption no less 
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plainly appeals. The eternal Canaan, wherein 
it the heavenly Jerusalem, is our land of pro- 
Boose. There, if we duly acknowledge " the Lord 
for oar God," and ourselves (as, when upon 
earth, be condescended to call us) — " the sheep 
of his pasture," we shall find endless peace and 
joy in his presence ; otherwise, let us not doubt 
that the same sentence lies against us, as against 
them,— that we " shall not enter into his rest." 

At the close of this, as of every other psalm or 
hymn introduced into the Liturgy, the Gloria 
Patri is repeated: — a custom whioh seems to 
hare been introduced at a very early period of the 
Christian Church. Neither indeed is this prac- 
tice without obvious advantage ; inasmuch as the 
Christian thereby makes the sentiments of King 
David and other holy men more immediately his 
own ; connecting them with his faith in that Be* 
deemer, who was born " of the house and lineage 
of David," and to whose life and sufferings they 
so frequently refer. 

The next part, in order, of the service, consists 
of the Psalms, taken, in general, as they happen 
to come, in their monthly course. These sublime 
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compositions (of which the far greater part were 
undoubtedly written by David, under whose name 
the whole have usually passed) were in constant 
use in the Jewish Church also, both for public 
«nd private devotion. That the Psalms were diet 
tated by inspiration, their prophetic character 
might alone suffice to convince the Christian, 
reader ; but the sentiments of contrition and hu- 
mility, which prevail in some of them ; — in others! 
of faith and reliance on the Divine protection; 
sad, in many, of pious and grateful exultation 
for the especial care and bounty of God; are 
so pre-eminently devout; — so fervent and pa- 
thetic, or so lofty and animated (according to tb* 
occasion which suggested them) ; that, at all pe- 
riods, they have been received, both by Jews and 
Christians, as an undoubted portion of God's holy 
word. 

■ The pious and venerable Hooker, cited on a 
former occasion, speaking of the book of Psalms 
as a treatise of instruction, has strongly biit justly 
observed, that " there is nothing necessary for 
men to know, which the Psalms are not able to 
teach : " that " they are, to beginners, an easy 
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afid familiar introduction ; a mighty augmentation 
of all virtue and knowledge, in such as are en- 
tered before; and a strong confirmation to the 
most perfect :" that " they contain not only a 
summary of all virtues, but a prophetic notiee 
of the mysteries of God, of the sufferings of 
Christ, of the terrors of wrath, the comforts 
of grace; the works of Providence over this 
world, and the promised joys of the world to 

, From this high and general estimation of the 
Fsalpis, it is easily inferred, why the Church has 
appointed them to be publicly read so much more 
frequently, than the historical or prophetic Scrip* 
tuxes ; as containing more copious and accessible 
means of spiritual improvement, within a narrow 
oompass ; and abounding with sentiments, both of 
instruction and devotion, adapted to every state 
and condition of mankind. This practice — of re- 
peating the Psalms oftener than the other parts 
of the Bible — is of very ancient standing in the 
Church ; and we have reason to believe, that it 

, » • « 

1 Hooker's Eccles. Pol. Book v. c. 37. 
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prevailed even in the Apostolic age. Id the use 
of these sacred hymns, it is a custom established 
by general consent, that they are not recited, like 
the rest of the Scriptures,* by the minister alone, 
but said, alternately with him, by the people i and 
it appears that this method also is of high anti- 
quity, though not, perhaps, universal, till a more 
recent period. Even to this day, it is not ex* 
pressly enjoined : but the general adoption of it is 
amply sanctioned by its obvious tendenoy to keep 
attention alive. * 

But it would be a blameable omission, to dis- 
miss this very prominent and edifying branch of 
the service, without some further observations in 
reference to the great diversity both of substance 
and style, which every reader must perceive in the 

1 It may not be unworthy of remark, that the distinction 
introduced into every verse, consisting of two points placed 
in the manner of a colon, which is found not only in the 
psalms and other hymns, but in the Te Deum and Gloria 
Patri, has seldom any respect to the sense of the passage, 
and is therefore to be entirely neglected in reading them ; 
being merely designed to regulate the performance, where 
these parts of the service are chanted. 
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Psalms : varying, no doubt, according to the dif- 
ferent character of the occasions, on which they 
were composed. 

A considerable portion of them, having been 
designed to commemorate the mercies of God, 
either to the nation at large, or to their author in* 
dividually, are wholly employed in expressing 
thanksgiving, adoration, and praise. 

Many others, having, as it appears, been written 
under circumstances either of immediate danger 
and difficulty, or of severe mental distress, have 
rather the nature of supplications for relief 
and protection ; not, however, without the most 
unreserved acknowledgments of the power and 
wisdom of God, and the utmost confidence in his 
justice and goodness. 

In this class we may place a few peculiar pas- 
sages (most of them occurring in the 59th, 68th, 
and 109th Psalms, in which our authorized ver- 
sions have unfortunately led to the supposition, 
that David is there imprecating the most dreadful 
evils upon the heads of his personal enemies. 
But, in the first place, upon the authority of St. 
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John, z St. Paul, * and St. Peter, 3 it appears, that 
these supposed maledictions were prophetically 
spoken, in the person of Christ. Secondly, they 
might all have been rendered in a prophetical 
form, instead of that of a wish or prayer : not ap- 
pealing to God, that it may so happen to his ene- 
mies ; but foretelling, that it will so happen to 
them : all which was fulfilled in the disasters, dis- 
persions, and present state of the Jewish nation. 
Lastly, the evils foretold are all of a temporal na- 
ture, tending to correct the sinful obstinacy of his 
enemies, and bring them to repentance. 

Another description of Psalms are of a peni- 
tential character; evidently flowing from a 
heart sincerely grieved for its errors, humbled T>y 
a sense of guilt, and incapable of any other conso- 
lation, than the hope of being reconciled to an of- 
fended God. 

Others, again, may be considered as treasures of 
religious and moral instruction, displaying the 
proofs of the beneficence of the Creator manifested 

1 John ii. 17. *- Rom. xv. 3. * Acts i. 20. 
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in his works ; the beauty and excellence of his 
laws, and the happiness of those who keep Us 
commandments. 

Some few may be noted, forming a remarkable 
exception to the general description of these di» 
vine poems, as not being directly devotional, but 
purely historical ; yet introduced with a design 
every way suitable to the pious character of the 
whole. 

lastly ; many of these' songs of Sion are un- 
doubtedly prophetical; and of the highest value 
to a Christian, as conducing powerfully to confirm 
his belief, that Jesus the son of Mary was the pro- 
mised Messiah* 

' From each of the six classes, thus discriminated, 
all, who read them with an humble, sincere and 
upright heart, may derive distinct and peculiar 
benefits. 

Neither in the Psalms of thanksgiving, nor in 
those of supplication (with the exception of those 
which have been already noticed, as only suitable 
to the character of the persecuted Messiah,) shall 
we easily discover a single sentiment, that a dis- 
ciple of Christ cannot adopt as his own. The 
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thoughts of the Psalmist are so naturally and 
energetically as well as piously expressed, that 
they accommodate themselves to every feeling', 
which a true spirit of deVotion can inspire : and, 
if we closely attend to them, and compare thetn 
with the suggestions of our own consciences, W6 
shall often find him saying for us precisely what 
we could wish to say for ourselves, but in lan- 
guage more forcible and appropriate, than any that 
we could have devised. * 

The penitential Psalms form a treasure, of which 
the value has been universally felt and acknow- 
ledged. They express so humbly and so forcibly, 
so naturally and pathetically, the sentiments of 
a pious mind, labouring under the conviction of 
sin ; that devout Christian? of every age, when 
they havei sought to lay their contrition for their 
offences, their earnest desire of God's mercy and 
pardon, and their aspirations for spiritual aid, be- 
fore the throne of grace, have had recourse to 

s 

1 And this too under the disadvantage of a translation 
into a language widely different from the genius of the 
original. 
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these Psalms, as the .most appropriate, vehicle for 
their confessions and prayers. 

In those Psalms, of which exhortation and in- 
struction are the chief objects, nothing is more re- 
markable, than the plainness and simplicity of the 
language. Many of these, too, are rendered the 
more interesting, by the peculiar medium through 
which pious counsel is instilled : being no other, 
than a confession of David's own errors, with a 
declaration of his comfort, delight, and gratitude, 
iu having been enabled to renounce them. 

The historical Psalms not only afford the same 
sources of improvement with other Scriptures of 
the same class ; but, as they were evidently drawn 
up for the express purpose of calling the attention 
of the Israelites to the wonders that had been 
wrought for their preservation, on various occa- 
sions, when inevitable destruction appeared to 
hang over them, and to the general goodness of 
Providence, in the peculiar superintendence of 
their national interests ; so may they serve equally 
to remind us, on whom benefits of a still higher 
order have been so liberally bestowed, what we 
.owe to our heavenly Father, our gracious Re- 
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deemer, and that holy Comforter, whom they have 
sent. 

But of all the claims which the Psalms of Da- 
vid possess to a high rank m our esteem, and a 
frequent place both in our devotions and our 
studies, none can more deeply interest us, as 
Christians, than those which arise from that pro- 
phetical character, which, in various instances, 
they so plainly assume. In them are foretold — 
and, occasionally, with a minute circumstantiality, 
which even the prophecies of Isaiah rarely ex- 
hibit — the incarnation of the Messiah, his suffer- 
ings, his death, his resurrection and ascension into 
heaven. It cannot be doubted, then, that such 
of the Psalms, as contain passages of this nature, 
must not only be entitled to an extraordinary de- 
gree of our attention, when they recur in the pub- 
lic service of the Church ; but should become so 
fixed and familiar in our minds, as to present 
themselves instantly to out recollection, whenever 
we contemplate, in the Gospels, the history of those 
awful events, which David, in the Spirit, foresaw 
and foretold. l 

1 For a reference to some of the most remarkable Psalms 
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The Psalms of the day are succeeded by the Les- 
sons from the Old and New' Testament ; which 
occupy, with great propriety, a place between the 
offerings of thanks and praise, and the petitional 
parts of the service : for both the original gift of 
God's holy word, its preservation uncorrupted to 
the present hour, and the free access, which we all 
now enjoy, to that divine treasure of comfort and 
instruction, form so many distinct claims upon our 
gratitude, each of them affording a fresh motive 
for earnest prayer, that our heavenly Father, by 
his grace, may enable us to make the best use of 
that inestimable blessing. 

The recitation of the Scriptures in the ears of 
the whole assembly, was certainly of still more 
importance, than even at the present day, in times 
of greater ignorance ; when few persons possessed 
the power of reading for themselves, and still fewer 
were masters of a Bible: but it is, even now, and 
ever must be, an institution of the highest utility ; 
of which the disuse, should it ever take plage, 

in each of the six classes above described, see Appen- 
dix (B). 
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must be deeply regretted on various accounts. 
There will always be a class of persons to whom 
the private perusal of the Scriptures cannot; be a 
matter of such ease, as to make it a ready source 
bf improvement ; not a few, it is to be feared, who 
will never be inclined to make that use of their 
leisure : arid there may be many, whom nothing, 
but the public recital of the sacred Books, would 
remind of their value, and of the duty of studying 
them in private. 

To enter largely into the nature and design of 
the Holy Scriptures, would be foreign to our pre- 
sent purpose. It may suffice to remark, that, 
since the religion of Christ is founded upon 
" Moses and the Prophets," it is highly expedient 
that every Christian, as far as may be in his 
power, should become acquainted not only with 
the New Testament, in which the means and 
terms of his salvation are described, but with the 
writings of those inspired men, who, so long be- 
fore, announced the appointment of God for that 
purpose in the coming of the Messiah ;— with 
those forms of tbe^rs^ covenant, which were the 
manifest types of the new dispensation ; and with 
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those Commandment* of perpetual obligation, 
which our Lord himself acknowledged and con* 
firmed. 

It therefore behoves the members of a Christian 
congregation to listen to the portions of both 
Scriptures, which form the lessons for the day, 
with undivided and reverent attention. 

The public reading of the Scriptures is a custom 
of the highest antiquity; and, in some of the early 
Christian Churches (as the only method of making 
them universally familiar, where copies were un- 
avoidably scarce) very considerable portions of 
them were recited at every Lecture. Under the 
different circumstances of modern times, the selec- 
tion of a single chapter, by the practice of our 
Church, has been deemed sufficient to constitute a 
Lesson ; which occupies so little time, that the con- 
gregation may universally " give heed to the Word 
of God," without the least pretence for distraction 
or weariness. 

Between the two Lessons is placed the Te 
Deum ; a very sublime as well as ancient Hymn, 
read, or sung, like the Psalms, in alternate verses : 
of which the subjects are so various, and, at the 

D 
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same time, so important, that I feel it most proper 
to defer the consideration of them to a future 
occasion, when that proportion of time and atten- 
tion may be devoted to them, of which they are so 
highly deserving* 
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LECTURE V. 

THE TE DEUM. 

Psalm lxxxix. 1. 

My song shall be alway of the loving-kindness of 
the Lord: with my mouth will I ever be shew* 
ing thy truth, from generation to generation. 

We have lately devoted our attention to that 
portion of the liturgy, which consists in songs of 
praise and thanksgiving, preceding and following 
the recital of the holy Scriptures. The last Lec- 
ture had brought us as far as to the Te Deum ; 
a hymn of the most sublime and affecting descrip- 
tion ; of which, as I observed to you, the subjects 
are so various, and at the same time so important, 
that I proposed to consider it at greater length, 
than, at that time, would have been convenient* 



76 LECTURE V. 

Id fulfilment of that pledge, 1 shall now enter 
upon a review of the method, which the writer 
has adopted in this noble act of devotion, and the 
topics which he has comprised in it. First, how- 
ever, let us remark, that, subjoined to the Te 
Deum, we find another hymn, or canticle, called 
theBENEDlclTE; which, at the option of the mi- 
nister, may be read between the first and second 
lesson, instead of it : and that the corresponding 
portion of the Evening-service likewise presents 
the choice of a passage selected from the first 
chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, called the Magni- 
ficat ; or of the ninety-eighth Psalm. 

To return to the Te Deum. — The first nine 1 
verses of this hymn are an offering of praise, or a 
celebration of the glory of God ; which is here 
designated as the continual office or employment 
of every just and pious being in heaven and earth: 
— of angels of all ranks ; of apostles, prophets, 
and martyrs ; and of all saints throughout the 
world. The ten following verses enumerate the 
chief articles of the Christian faith; acknowledging 

1 Originally ton: the two first having since been united. 
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one God in three persons, — the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost; the incarnation and suffer- 
ing of Christ, for the redemption and salvation of 
all believers ; his exaltation to the right hand of 
God the Father; and his future coming to judge 
the world. * 

So much of this profession of belief, as relates 
to the peculiar offices of Christ, to his humiliation, 
and his exaltation, is directly addressed to the 
Redeemer himself: and upon this acknowledg- 
ment is founded a prayer for the benefits of his 
death, which occupies the remainder of this mag- 
nificent composition. '' 

But let us proceed to examine more particu- 
larly, in what style and manner the Te Deum has 
given expression to these several acts of adora- 
tion, belief, and prayer. And first let us observe, 
in what terms the Jehovah of Israel, — the heavenly 
Father of Christians, is here described. '* We 
praise thee, O God ; we acknowledge thee to be 
the Lord. All the earth doth worship thee, the 
Father everlasting. To thee all angels cry aloud ; 

1 This part of the Te Deum, therefore, may be regarded 
as the first of the Creeds which our Liturgy contains. 
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the heavens, and all the powers therein. To thee 
Cherubin and Seraphin continually do cry- 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth ! Heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory. The glorious 
company of the Apostles praise thee. The goodly 
fellowship of the prophets praise thee. The noble 
army of martyrs praise thee." 

These, then, are the titles, by which the su- 
preme Majesty is to be invoked : — God, the Lord; 
the Father everlasting ; the Holy One ; the Lord 
God of Sabaoth, or, of Hosts, of whose glory 
heaven and earth are fulL Thus is He acknow- 
ledged, thus praised, on earth and in heaven. 
How naturally do these words remind us of our 
Saviour's own declaration — " God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living." ' To all, whose 
hearts are truly open to pious impressions, how 
exalted will that majesty appear — how profound 
that wisdom— how infinite that goodness — how 
bright that glory — which saints and angels thus 
join to celebrate! How eagerly will th^y aspire 
to the honour and felicity of uniting, with those 

* Matlh. xxii. 32. 

i 



THE TK DBGM. 79 



who behold their Maker face to face, in this ce- 
lestial song ! But that high honour must, as yet, 
be only an object of hope : it must be sought with 
patience, and obtained by faith and vigilance. 

Accordingly, the author of the Te Deum, guided, 
probably, by this natural order of thought, pro- 
ceeds to a specific designation of those high and 
mysterious characters of the Deity, which he has 
been pleased to reveal to mankind through his 
Son Jesus Christ ; and which, therefore, are the 
peculiar objects of a Christian's faith. " The holy 
Church, throughout all the world, doth acknow- 
ledge Thee ; the Fathbr, of an infinite majesty ; 
thine honourable, true, and only Son ; also, the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter." 

After this general acknowledgment of the di- 
vine Trinity in Unity, follows a particular pro- 
fession of belief in Christ, as the Redeemer; 
who is here proclaimed as " the everlasting Soa 
of the Father ; yet, having " taken upon him to 
deliver man," condescending to adopt our , nature 
also, and to be born of a pure virgin. His sub- 
mission to death ; his resurrection and ascension, 
are likewise commemorated. He is said to have 
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" ovetfcorie the sharpnes* of death, and to ait at 
the right hand *f God :" and the purpose ctf this 
humiliation and exaltation is declared to he,— 
that he may " Open the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers :" that is ; that his glorious gospel— 4;he 
glad tidings of salvation — may be made known to* 
mankind; and that — sinners as we «are— if we will 
bat repent, and rest all our faith and hope on Him, 
everlasting happiness may still be within our reach. 
And, lastly ; a firm persuasion is declared, that the 
same Jesus, who suffered and intercedes fot us, 
wiH hereafter " come, to be our Judge." 

To Christy therefore, is most naturally address- 
ed the subsequent prayer, that he wiU " help his 
servants, whom he has redeemed with bis pre- 
cious blood," and u make them to be ' numbered 
with his saints in glory everlasting ;" that he will 
" save his people, and bless his heritage ;" that 
he will "govern them, and lift them up for ever." 

Now* we know, that the gracious and benevo- 
lent act, of devoting himself for our salvation, and 
expiating our sins, is already completed. Why, 
then, is it here made our petition to Christ, that 
he would help and save us, and make us to he 
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numbered .with his saints in, glory ? These ex- 
pffessieas are evident allusions to his office, as w 
Mediator and Intercessor; and to his promise, 
thai, he would send the Holy Ghost to comfort us, 
and to abide with us for ever.: that w—^ if we sin- 
cerely dseive his aid, and ask it faithfully in the 
name of our Redeemer— to help as in subduing 
all carnal and corrupt affections; to conirm our 
faith, and to make our repentance effectual to 
amendment ; that thus, having complied with the 
conditions of salvation, we may become capable of , 
the benefits of Christ's death, and co-heirs with him 
of eternal life. 

After these petitions, resuming once more :the 
tone of praise and adoration, the hymn thus pro* 
ceeds: " Day by day we magnify thee; and we 
worship thy name ever, world without end/' 
Then, finally returning to the language of prayer, 
it thus concludes : " Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep 
us this day without sin. O Lord, have mercy up- 
on us, have mercy upon us. O Lord, let thy mercy 
lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee. O Lord, in 
thee have I trusted*, let me never be confounded." 

Upon the whole character of this noble effusion 
of piety, we may add this remark : — that, taking 
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m the full import of all its parts, a pious mind will 
discover, in this single form of devotion, a suitable 
provision for the expression of almost every 
thought and disposition of mind, which a com- 
plete act of worship can comprise or require. 
. The introduction of the Te Deum between the 
Lessons conveys, to the intelligent Christian, a 
clear intimation of the high value which he ought 
to set upon the Holy Scriptures. From them he 
derives the knowledge of all that it most concerns 
him to know : and, while millions of his fellow- 
men are still sitting in darkness and the shadow of 
death, upon him, the day-break from on high is 
shining in full splendour, and is ready to guide his 
feet into the way of peace. 

The Canticle following the Te Deum, and called 
the B EKED I cite, from the first word of the Latin 
version, has also been termed " the Song, of the 
three Children in the burning fiery furnace : " and 
these three children are supposed, on Scriptural 
grounds, to be the Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, 
mentioned in the concluding verse ; these being 
described in the prophecy of Daniel, l as the same 

1 Dan. i. 7. 
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persons, who are also known under the Chaldee 
appellations of Shadrach, Afeshech, and Abednego. 
The Benedieite itself, indeed, is found only in the 
Apocryphal or nncanonical part of the hook of 
Daniel : but it has been generally used in Chris* 
tian Churches, and many of the Fathers have not 
scrupled to Tecognise it, as a portion of Scripture. 
Its poetical character, as an invocation of aU the 
works of the Creator, animate or inanimate, to 
join in celebrating his praise, renders it less eli- 
gible than the Te Deum, for daily or constant 
use: and this difference has been so generally felt, 
at least in modern times, that the former, conn 
paratively, is seldom recited. In substance* how- 
ever, it approaches very near to the 148th Psalm, 
which may possibly have served as a model for it : 
and a judicious writer 1 has well observed, that, 
" where the first Lesson treats of the Creation, 
or of any extraordinary exercise of God's power 
and providence, the Benedieite might with pro- 
priety be substituted for the Te Deum." 

The second Lesson is also followed by a hymn : 
and here, again, the choice of one out of two is 

1 Shepherd on the Liturgy. 
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left to the discretion of the minister. The former 
of these consists of ike prophecy or song^ of <Za» 
charias, pronounced at the circumcision of his son* 
John the Baptist ; and is called the Benebictus. 
It expresses, with great strength and fervour, the 
pious gratitude, of its author for the coming of that 
Redeemer, of whom John was the forerunner z 
but, having been suggested by a particular occa- 
sion, to which the latter part of it immediately 
refers, it may not appear so well adapted to con- 
stant and general use, as the hundredth Psalm, or 
Jubilate, which is more commonly chosen in its 
{dace. In that Psalm, the sentiments of praise 
and thanksgiving, as a tribute to the greatness 
and goodness of the Creator, are poured forth in 
a strain of such noble simplicity, that its power and 
beauty have been universally acknowledged : and 
bonce, probably, it has been more frequently re- 
cited and sung, than any other composition of this 
class. For the same reason, I may forbear, at 
present, to enlarge upon its merits : especially, as 
it closely resembles the ninety-fifth Psalm, which 
was particularly examined on a former occasion, 
will only add, concerning the hundredth Psalm, 
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(what may with groat troth be applied to the 
whole of this well-adapted service) that such of the 
congregation, as do not endeavour to make it their 
own genuine act of worship, by adopting the fer- 
vent affections as well as the language of its an* 
thor, not only defeat the pious design of their 
forefathers, in providing for them such admirable 
helps for devotion, but throw away one of the 
most •probable means of improving their own sense 
of religion, and thereby amending their lives. 

In our Evening*service, likewise, the ledsons 
from the Old and New Testament are divided and 
succeeded by hymns of thanksgiving ; and (as in 
the morning-prayer) two of them are offered to 
the choice of the minister, either of which may 
with propriety be used. 

The hymns following the first lesson in the 
evening-service are the Magnificat, and the 
Cantate Domino. 

The Magnificat, or Song of the blessed Vir- 
gin Mary, which, in sentiment, bears a strong re- 
semblance to the thanksgiving of Hannah upon 
the birth of Samuel, expresses the humble but 
fervent gratitude of that " highly favoured" per- 
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sonage, for having been chosen as the peculiar 
instrument of divine Mercy, to become the mother 
of thfe Messiah ; and, in him, to convey the most 
precious of all blessings to every nation upon 
earth. It is therefore well-adapted to remind all 
Christians of the unspeakable benefits, which they 
derive from that stupendous event. 

Moreover, in the observation, that " He/' who 
himself is mightiest, " hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and exalted the humble and 
meek ;" that he hath " filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich empty away," is contained 
a prophecy of the highest moment to the Gentile 
world, of which we ourselves form a part; in 
as much as, if we are truly humble and meek ; — if 
we are ready to receive the truths of the Gospel 
with the simple docility of little children; — if we 
" hunger and thirst after righteousness ; — we may 
be admitted into that kingdom of God, which the 
proud and obstinate Jews rejected, and from which 
a vain confidence in their supposed spiritual riches 
so justly excluded them. 

The Can tatk Domino, appointed to be used 
occasionally, instead of the Magnificat, (to 
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which, indeed, it has no small resemblance) is the 
mnety-eigiith Psalm. Amongst the various Songs 
of thanksgiving contained in the book of Psalms, 
this is one of the most eminently sublime ; and* 
though probably composed by David to celebrate 
some particular instance of divine favour or pro- 
tection, is well fitted to express religious gratitude 
for the general blessings of Almighty Providence ; 
f pecially, for that glorious act of condescen- 
sion and mercy, by which (as this Psalm prophe- 
tically expresses it) " all the ends of the world 
have seen the salvation of our God." 

After the second lesson in the evening-prayer, 
the Nunc Dimittis, or the song of Simeon, is 
directed to be used ; or, instead of it, the sixty-* 
seventh Psalm. 

The former is the short but expressive form of 
thanksgiving of the devout Simeon, for having 
been not only permitted to live, till he had seen 
the Messiah, the anointed of the Lord ; but di- 
rected by the Spirit to find and recognise the holy 
Infant. In this hymn, also, the salvation of the 
Gentiles is announced ; but not without a parti- 
cular celebration of the glory of Israel, as being 
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the nation to which Christ, by birth, ought be said 
to belong. In the month of a Christian* thw»ferev 
it expresses points of faith, as .well as feeUag,. <rf 
which it highly concerns him never, to lose sight- • 

The sixty-seventh Psalm, or Djeus misekea^ 
tur, is remarkable for commencing in -the fern 
of a prayer, that " God would be merciful unto 
us, and bless us :" but this soon deviates into the 
language of praise and thanksgiving, and, thence, 
into that of prophecy ; foretelling, that the time* 
shall come, when God shall so " bless us," that 
" all the ends of the world shall fear Him." It is 
evident, therefore, that the propriety of using this 
hymn in the public service of Christian churches 
can never become questionable, until that fulness 
of time shall be arrived, when the "saving health" 
of our Redeemer shall become " known among all 
nations." 

I cannot close my observations on this part of 
the service, without suggesting to your recollec- 
tion, that the exultation of a heart, truly grateful 
to the Supreme Being, has generally, in all civi- 
lised nations, broken out into poetry and song. 
Such, we know, was the habit of the Israelites ; 
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nor "was it unusual amongst the Gentile tribes : and 
St. Paul distinctly encourages the Christians at 
Uphesas to pursue the same practice. " Be not 
drank with wine, wherein is excess : but be ye 
iHed with the Spirit ; speaking to yourselves in 
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs." ! But, 
as' in prayer, so in hymns of devotion, it is the in- 
tentness of the mind and the affections of the 
soul that constitute the value of the service. 
Thus must St. Paul have thought ; when, after 
having recommended, as I have just shewn, the 
expression of a cheerful gratitude by spiritual 
songs, he added—" singing and making melody 
in your hearts unto the Lord." It is, indeed, the 
melody of the heart — the concord and unison of 
kind sympathies and holy desires,— that alone can 
recommend our songs of praise to the ear of the 
Almighty. 

We have now followed the course of the li- 
turgy, till it has brought us to the Creed, or 
profession of faith, commonly called the Apostles 9 
Creed ; because (though not attributed to all or 

1 Eph. x?. 18, 19. 
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any of the Apostles, as their composition, unless 
by a tradition of the most vague and questionable 
character,) it can be traced up to a period so very 
near to the age of the Apostles, and is known to 
have borne, even then, so decided a stamp of au- 
thority, that it may well be considered as contain- 
ing a summary of those doctrines, which the 
Apostles themselves had taught and approved. 
But, as it will be necessary, not only to enter into 
each particular Article of this Creed, but to in- 
quire into the nature and design of Creeds in 
general, it will be most expedient, that an investi- 
gation of such extent and importance should be the 
subject of a separate discourse. 
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LECTURE VI. 

THE CREEDS. 

Hebrews xi. 6. 

He, that cometh to God, must believe that He is. 

To " come to God," in the language of Scrip- 
ture, is — to listen to his call ; to embrace thank* 
fully whatever He is pleased to reveal, and to act, 
as that revelation dictates, in obedience to his 
laws : — a disposition and conduct, which presup- 
poses the firmest belief, not only in his existence, 
but in his Attributes. The import, therefore, of 
this text, is much the same, as is meant to be con- 
veyed, when it is said, that a right faith is the 
necessary foundation of practical piety and virtue. 
It is the conviction of this truth that has led all 
Christian Churches to the introduction of Creeds ; 
that is to say—- of forms or confessions of faith, 
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whereby not only every member of the community 
might be taught and reminded, what, as a disciple 
of Christ, he is required to believe ; but a unifor- 
mity of faith, on points essential to salvation, might 
the more easily be maintained. 

Since then the objects of Creeds are so highly 
important, it is the more necessary to become well 
acquainted with the extent and grounds of their 
authority. Now, the Scriptures being of far 
higher and more certain authority than any 
Creed ; inasmuch as the latter are only methodi- 
cal compendinms or abstracts of doctrines, more 
diffusely or less directly delivered in the Scrip- 
tures, and professedly collected from thence ; it 
must follow of course, that the language of Creeds 
is not to be set .up as a rule for interpreting the 
Scriptures ; but, on the contrary, it must be our 
business, on every occasion of doubt or difficulty, 
to have recourse to the Scriptures in explanation 
of our Creeds. This, therefore, is the principle, 
which, in this brief discussion, I design to adopt, 
and to which it will be my endeavour strictly to 
adhere. Herein, to say the truth, I am but fol- 
lowing the example and maintaining the authority 
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of out Church ; who, in the sixth of her thirty* 
nine Artieles> declares, that " whatever is not 
read in holy Scripture, nor may be proved there* 
by, is not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an Article of the Faith : " 
and again, m her eighth Article, assigns, as a rea- 
son for acquiring our assent to the Creeds there 
mentioned, that they " can be proved by most cer- 
tain warranty of holy Scripture." 

It is indeed sufficiently evident, that, when men 
of unquestionable talents, learning, and integrity, 
have devoted their best efforts to produce a clear 
and sound exposition of those parts of the sacred 
writings, on which the faith of a Christian must be 
founded ; great deference is due to the result of 
their labours ; especially, when it has been sane* 
turned and adopted by the Chnreh to which we be* 
long. No considerate person will deny, that such 
aid and guidance is not only highly useful, and 
even necessary, to* the young and ignorant, but 
conducive to the maintenance of peace and con* 
cord in the whole Christian community. 

Still, however, no principle of respect, either for 
their intentions or for their learning, forbids us te 
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beat in mind, that both the compilers and adoptees 
of Creeds, after all, were fallible men. To tfae 
Scriptures they candidly appeal : with the Scrip- 
tures, then, most their representations be com- 
pared; and by them must they be interpreted. 
It is only where the Scriptures themselves must be 
allowed to be obscure, and their precise meaning 
involved in some degree of uncertainty, that the 
concurring judgment of men, so qualified, should 
have a preponderating weight: and, in such cases, 
the systems, which they have drawn up, may safely 
be admitted as a standard, by which others, less 
competent to decide for themselves, may regulate 
their belief. It is well known, that a declaration 
of assent to some Creed, or confession of faith, 
was required of converts, previously to their 
baptism, by the Apostles themselves : but, what 
were the terms of those confessions, or whether 
they were uniformly in the same terms, we have 
no means to ascertain* It is satisfactory, however, 
to find, that all the Creeds, now extant, composed 
during the two first centuries, (though some of 
them are confined to particular Articles of faith, 
yet) so far as they go, agree exactly, in substance, 
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both with each other, and with those, which oar 
Church has introduced into her serrices. 

He advantage and propriety of a frequent and 
public recitation of the Creed will appear from 
the consideration ; that, if it was justly held to be 
necessary for proselytes, before they were admitted 
to the rite of baptism, to prove their acquaintance 
with the main doctrines of Christianity, and their 
acceptance of the terms of salvation ; it must at 
least be highly expedient and desirable, that all 
members of every Christian congregation should be 
frequently reminded of those doctrines ; and should 
be called upon to testify their adherence to the 
faith. 

Nor was it without due consideration, that the 
Creed, both in our morning and evening service, 
was placed between the lessons and the prayers. 
For, as our belief cannot have any other founda- 
tion than that of the holy Scriptures; so must the 
sincerity and the efficacy of prayer depend en- 
tirely upon faith. It is only through Christ our 
Redeemer that our prayers can be heard. If, 
then, our faith in his intercession is defective ; — 
if we believe not his saying—" All things wbaU 
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soever ye. shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive ; " ' — the . very attempt to pray is either a 
vain presumption, or a hypocritical pretence. . 

Having premised these general observations 
upon the design and authority of Creeds, I pro- 
ceed to a brief examination of that particular ex- 
position of the Christian faith, to which our re- 
view of the Liturgy has now brought us, com- 
monly described as THE Apostles* Greed. It 
may be expedient, however, first to remind you, 
that (as I remarked on a former occasion) this 
name continues to be assigned to it, not, because 
it is at this day attributed to all or any of the 
Apostles, as composed by them ; but, because it 
has borne that name from very ancient times, and 
is with good reason supposed to exhibit a summary 
of those doctrines, which the Apostles themselves 
taught and approved. 2 

The first Article of this Creed declares our 

* Matt. xxi. 22. 

* Amongst other reasons for this conclusion, it may be 
observed, that some of the most ancient Christian writers 
have described this Creed as "the Creed of the Apostles/' 
while others have named it " the Apostolic Creed." 
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faith in that essential basis of all true religion— 
the existence of the great Being, whom we wor- 
ship: — " I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth." That is ; 'I am 
firmly persuaded that there is a God, such as he 
is represented to ns in the Scriptures, the Father 
of all created beings, to whom alone, in the indi- 
visible unity of his essence, infinite power, wis- 
dom, justice, and goodness, must of necessity be- 
long ; and who, moreover, is revealed to us, in his 
personality, as the Father, distinct both from 
the Son, and from the Holy Ghost.' 

The next Article is thus expressed; "And 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord." Here 
we declare our belief of a fact known to us only 
by revelation, but most essential to our Christian 
profession ; namely — that the same Jesus . Christ, 
whose life, actions, and death, as of a human 
being like ourselves, are recorded in the Gospel, 
was, nevertheless, the very and eternal Son of 
God. We then enumerate some of those particu- 
lars, which, in h,is human nature, formed the chief 
Qnd peculiar incidents of his life and death: — 
" Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

E 



98 LECTURE VI. 

the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pontius Pilate ; 
was crucified, dead, and buried." In these wards 
we testify our persuasion (according to the Gos- 
pel) that the conception of Jesus Christ by his 
mother Mary was truly miraculous and preterna- 
tural, and that she was still a pure virgin : — that 
Christ, having been born into the world after the 
ordinary manner of men, did also truly suffer death 
as a man, being nailed to a cross by the au- 
thority of Pontius Pilatus, the Roman governor 
of Jerusalem; and that, in proof of his death, be 
was actually entombed. For these signal facts, or 
for those previously enumerated, I do not produce 
any distinct vouchers from the Scriptures; be- 
cause no one can doubt of them, except those 
who would dispute the whole series of the Gospel- 
history. 

The Creed next proceeds to the sequel, or con- 
sequences, of Christ's death. " He descended 
into Hell ; the third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth en 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty : from 
thence be shall come to judge the quick and dead." 
According to this profession, we believe, that 
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although Jesus, in his human nature, submitted to 
death, the common lot of mortality,and " descended 
into Hell, " — that is, — into that state or condition, 
whenever, or whatever it may be, into which the 
souls of other men, immediately after death, must 
of necessity pass : yet, having lain in the tomb 
for such a period of time, and under such cir- 
cumstances, as to place the feet of his death 
beyond all reasonable question ; he, by a mira- 
culous act of his divine power, did raise himself 
again from the dead ; restored his soul to his body, 
and became, to all intents and purposes, the same 
living person, as he was before his death ; united, 
as then, to the second Person in the blessed Tri- 
nity, the adorable Son of Gdd. As man, then, he 
died, though, as God, he could not die. He 
therefore " loosed the pains of death," because 
(as St. Peter declared to the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost) " it was not possible that he should 
be holden of it." » 

To this Article the faith of a Christian pre- 
eminently adheres : because Christ, having pro- 

'Actsii. 21. 
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mised to his Apostles, that he would raise himself 
from the dead (an act, of which, it is plain, nothing 
less than Divine power could be capable), thereby 
proved himself to be very God, as by his death he 
had shewn himself to be very man, and esta- 
blished his claim to an entire and perfect reliance 
on every assurance that he had given to them. 

We also declare our belief, that Christ, after 
his resurrection, ascended into Heaven, whence 
he came down; there to receive that exalted 
honour, in his haman person, which, as the Son of 
God, was his birthright ; and " to appear in the 
presence of God for us," pleading, in our favour, 
the merits of his death, and making intercession 
for our sins ; and that, from thence, he will once 
more return* to sit in judgment upon the whole 
race of mankind ; — not only upon the quick, — 
those who shall then be alive ; but — upon the dead 
of all preceding generations : — a belief, of which 
the deep impression, and the frequent revival, 
tends, perhaps, beyond all other articles of faith, 
to maintain in our minds a state of pious awe, and 
religious caution, that we offend not in any of 
our ways. 
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We next profess our belief in the third Person 
of the sacred Trinity ; " I believe in the Holy 
Ghost :" that is ; — in the distinct personality of 
the Holy Spirit. If, on this Article, we find the 
Creed to be peculiarly concise; — not even defin- 
ing, what we are required to believe, respecting 
the nature and offices of the Holy Ghost : it must 
be remembered, that, as, on this head, the Scrip- 
tures themselves are sparing of information, it be- 
came not those, who profess to have no other 
guide or authority, to be minute or. diffuse. We 
may observe, however, that our blessed Lord, 
when he instituted the sacrament of baptism, 
commanded his disciples to "go and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 1 And, 
when he imparted to his Apostles, that he was 
upon the point of leaving them, he promised to 
send them " another Comforter ;" 9 plainly speak- 
ing of him, not as a mere emanation of his own or 
of the Father's influence, but as a distinct and real 
person* 

1 Matt, xxviii. 19. * John xiv. 16. 
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The Holy Spirit is also daid to be " grieved ^'— - 
to " make intercession for us;"-* to " search all 
things;" and to " divide " spiritual gifts "to 
every man severally, as he will : " in which ex- 
pressions are described such affections, cogni- 
zance, and voluntary action, as plainly indicate the 
personality of their subject. 

And, as we are thus taught to regard the Holy 
Ghost as a person, so have we sufficient autho- 
rity for believing him to be a divine person ; that 
is-~truly God. For our bodies — the bodies of all 
faithful Christians, — are called by St. Paul " tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost :" l and who, but God, can 
be said to dwell in a temple ? But the same 
Apostle has said — '' Ye are the temples of the 
living God :" * therefore, the Holy Ghost is the 
living God. In the Acts of the Apostles, " lying 
to the Holy Ghost" is declared by St. Peter to be 
" lying unto God ;" ' and to the same Holy Spirit, 
in various passages of Scripture, are assigned all 
the high attributes and works of God. 

Thus, then, we find our Creed affirming the 

1 1 Cor. vi. 19. * 2 Cor. ri, 1<5.« a A*ts v. 3, 4. 
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distinct personality of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and supported in this distinction 
by the authority of the Holy Scriptures. It is pro- 
per, however, to observe; that, though such a 
diversity of names, and such descriptions of their 
different offices and operations in regard to the 
solvation of mankind, and their relation to each 
other, are to be found in the sacred writings, and 
indeed in the discourses of our blessed Saviour 
himself, aa may well justify the Fathers of the 
Church, in speaking of them as " the three Pet- 
sons of the sacred Trinity ;" yet the. word person 
itself, so applied, is not to be found in any version 
of the Bible ; nor the Greek terms, by which the 
Fathers have expressed it (irpoVcMrov and wroVroo-if) 
in the original. Hence, not only the Creeds, but 
the Articles and Liturgy of our Church, though 
they have admitted the word person, have cau- 
tiously refrained from any attempt to define it, or 
to explain, in what manner a Trinity must be un- 
derstood to exist. 

The remaining Articles of belief are conceived 
in the following terms : " the Holy Catholic 
Church, the Communion of Saints ; the forgive- 
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ness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting." 

It has been usual to consider the Catholic 
Church, and the Communion of Saints, as distinct 
Articles, though closely connected: the Saints 
being they, who constitute the Church, as a body ; 
and their communion being that state of fellowship 
and agreement, by which they are united. 

Our belief, then, in the holy Catholic Church, 
implies, that, according to the promise and by the 
appointment of God, there is, and ever will be, to 
the end of the world, a society or community, of 
which our Saviour Christ is the head, and where- 
in the bond of union is faith in Him, as the Re* 
deemer, and obedience to his laws ; and that the 
ministry of this Church is committed to Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, first ordained by the Apos- 
tles, and continued in regular succession to the 
present day* The word Church itself, in its ori- 
ginal meaning, is — the house of the Lord; which, 
above all places, may well be called holy.- In this 
sense we still familiarly use it : but thence, by a 
natural figure, it is taken to denote — first — any 
congregation of the faithful servants of the Lord, 
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assembled in his house; and, secondly, all such 
congregations, collectively considered: which last 
and most extensive sense is more particularly in 
view, when we call it the Catholic or universal 
Church. 

This Church, in its infancy, consisted (as we 
learn from the first chapter of the Acts) of only 
an hundred and twenty persons, including the 
twelve Apostles. To these, through the preach- 
ing of St. Peter on the day of Pentecost, when 
the Holy Ghost first descended upon the Apostles, 
" were added about three thousand souls, who 
continued daily in the Apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers:" 1 and, that these persons then consti- 
tuted the Church, is evident from the concluding 
words of the first chapter of the Acts : " and the 
Lord added to the Church daily such as should be 
saved." 

Hence, we believe that the Church, as now ex- 
isting, consists of all persons and all congregations, 
wheresoever they are to be found, who, though, 

1 Acta ii. 41. 47. 
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from local distance, they have no immediate or 
personal intercourse with each other, are united 
in the belief of one God, the Father of all ; one 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; one Holy Ghost, 
abiding with them for ever ; one hope of a resur- 
rection to everlasting life ; joining substantially in 
the use of the same sacraments, and the same 
worship : and we believe that the Communion of 
Saints is no other than a sincere and steady ad- 
herence to this uniformity of faith and practice ; 
for, thereby living in a state of communion with 
God, with their Redeemer, with the Holy Spirit, 
and with each other, they are built up into that 
spiritual edifice, properly denominated the holy 
Catholic Church ; which has the gracious promise 
of its Founder and Head, that " the gates of 
hell shall never prevail against it." » 

The next Article of belief is the forgiveness 
of sins: and this point is very properly added 
here, because, in the former part of this Creed, 
it was not explained, for what purpose Christ suf- 
fered. 

1 Matt, *vi. 18. 
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In the Nicene Creed, introduced in the admi- 
nistration of the Lord's Supper, it is declared, that 
"for us men, and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified oho for us under Pontius 
Pilate." And this, perhaps, may be considered as 
the more eligible method of stating this Article. 

That the sins of all true believers in Christ — 
that is — such sins, as are truly acknowledged and 
repented — are actually remitted, or forgiven, 
through faith in the sacrifice of his body upon the 
cross; is a doctrine essential to the comfort of 
every Christian, and the main pillar of the Gos- 
pel. This, indeed, is what we express by the 
word Redemption ,*— the distinguishing badge of a 
disciple of Christ, who believes himself redeemed 
or ransomed from the penalty otherwise due to 
every, soul that comes into the world; " foras- 
much as all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God :" l but now, through his powerful 
aid and intercession, all, who repent and believe 

1 Rom. iii. 23. 
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in Him, may have everlasting life. To this bene- 
fit we believe ourselves to be formally admitted by 
the Sacrament of Baptism : whence, in the Ni- 
cene Creed, this Article is thus expressed : " I 
acknowledge one baptism for .the remission of 
sins." 

Having already declared our belief in the re- 
surrection of Christ himself from the dead, we 
now profess to be assured of our own resurrection 
in the body : thereby understanding, that God, at 
the last day, by a miraculous act of his power, 
will effect in every one of us such a resurrection 
of the flesh, that each individual " may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad." ' 

That " there shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and unjust," * appears from 
numberless texts of Holy Scripture ; and St. Paul, 
in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, * has em- 
ployed much beautiful illustration, as well as sound 
argument, to shew the intrinsic credibility of a 
doctrine, of which, it is plain, he had himself the 

1 2 Cor. v. 10. 9 Acts xxir. 15. * Ch. xv. 
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fullest conviction : insisting especially on the futi- 
lity of all objections founded upon the difficulty of 
assigning, from this our changeable and ever- 
changing frame, any particular body, with which 
each man shall rise ; and referring us ultimately 
to the unbounded power of God, who, as the 
Creator and Sovereign of the universe, must be 
abundantly able to furnish every one with a body 
suited to that state, which, for the future, he i* 
destined to occupy. 

No doctrine can be more directly adapted to 
have a salutary influence upon men's lives, than 
that which announces a resurrection from the 
dead : but how powerfully is this influence corro^ 
borated, when joined with the assurance, which 
here immediately follows it, of the life ever- 
lasting! If the judgment, then to be passed 
upon all mankind, — the rewards and punishments 
to be irrevocably assigned to them, could not but 
be contemplated with the deepest interest, were it 
only in respect to that righteous and infallible 
Judge, by whom the sentence will be pronounced ; 
what feelings must they naturally raise, in those, 
who further know and reflect, that they will be of 



110 LECTURE VI. 

endless duration : — that, whether it be a state of 
happiness, or of misery, to which they are then to 
be consigned ; such as it may set out, it must con* 
tinue for ever ! The eternity of the life to come, 
or (which amounts to the same thing) the immor* 
tality of the soul, was taught and believed by the 
wiser heathens, who had only a faint tradition, or 
what has been called " the light of nature," for 
their guidance : but our assurance of it is of far 
higher authority. Even under the Old Dispensa- 
tion, the prophet Daniel foretold, that " they, 
who turned many to righteousness," should " shine 
as the stars for ever." * But, in the Gospel, our 
Lord himself has declared, that, at the last judg- 
ment, " the wicked shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal."* 

Such is the solemn close of those Articles of 
faith, which as followers of Christ, and true sons 
of the holy catholic Church, we profess to main- 
tain. We have seen, that they are established 
upon the firm basis of revealed truth : worthy to 
be at once the standard of our opinions, and the 
rule of our lives. Frequently, then, as, by the 

1 Dan. xii. 3. 2 Matth. xxy. 46. 
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appointment of our Church, we pronounce them 
with our lips, let us not less frequently revive and 
fix them in our minds ; remembering above all 
things the encouragement which they afford to a 
virtuous and holy life: even as St. Paul has 
written to the Corinthians ; " therefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ye stedfast, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord." ' 

1 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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LECTURE VII. 

THE CREEDS. 

Heb. xi. 6. 

He, that cometh to God, must believe that He is. 

The doctrine of this text (as I lately took occa- 
sion to remark) has been otherwise expressed in 
these terms : — that a right faith is the indis- 
pensable foundation of all practical piety or virtue : 
and it has been their conviction of the truth of this 
doctrine, that has led all Christian Churches to 
adopt those forms or confessions of faith, which we 
call Creeds. 

In my last lecture upon the Service of our 
Church, after some general discussion of the de- 
sign and authority of Creeds, I directed your at- 
tention to the particular sense and bearing of the 
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chief articles of faith, contained in the Apostles 9 
Creed. It is my present purpose, to offer some 
further, and (as I apprehend) very necessary ob- 
servations on the other two Creeds adopted by 
our Church ; more particularly on that, which is 
commonly — though erroneously — termed " the 
Creed of St. Athanasius." The Nicene Creed, 
in length, does not greatly exceed that which bears 
the name of the Apostles ; nor does it vary from 
the latter in substance, except that, on certain 
articles, it is more full and explicit. The title — 
Nicene — is derived from its having been, in great 
part, composed and sanctioned in the first general 
Council, held at Nice, a city in Asia Minor, early 
in the fourth century ; but it was not completed 
before the fifty -eighth year from that time, when 
it was revised in another general Council held at 
Constantinople. 

It was the chief object of this Creed, to guard 
against certain heresies ; some of which derogated 
from the divine character of the Son of God, by 
denying that he existed before his appearance upon 
earth ; while others rejected the personality of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence, we find it here added, that 



114 LECTURE VII. 

" our Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Sod 
of God, was begotten by bis Father before all 
worlds ; God of God ; light of light ; very God 
of very God ; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father : " and that " the Holy 
Ghost " is " the Lord and giver of life, who pro- 
ceeds th from the Father and the Son ; who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified ; who spake by the prophets." 

These Articles, though more particular than 
those which respect the same points in the Apos- 
tles' Creed, contain nothing contrary to them : for 
both Creeds assert three distinct Persons in the 
Unity of the Divine Essence : both maintain the 
miracle of the Incarnation ; the sacrifice <tf the 
Cross for the remission of sin; the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead ; his ascension into heaven, 
and his coming hereafter to judge the world ; and 
both declare, that all men shall rise with their 
bodies to give an account of their works. Nor 
can the assertions in the Nicene Creed concerning 
the Holy Ghost, either as respecting his divinity, 
or his personality, be deemed inconsistent with the 
Apostles' Creed ; dough the latter simply says — 
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" I believe in the Hoi; Ghost/' — without any spe- 
cification : and, that both these articles may be 
proved from the Scriptures, was shewn in a for- 
mer Lecture upon this subject. 

That the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Son, as 
well as from the Father, is perhaps a doctrine not 
yery necessary to be insisted upon, as essential to 
salvation ; nor does it appear from this Creed, or 
elsewhere, that our Church means to represent it 
as snob ; but merely, as what was considered by 
oar spiritual fathers to be the sense of the Scrip- 
tores upon this point. We shall do well, how* 
erer, to recollect, in favour of this opinion, that 
our blessed Lord, who, at one time, speaks of " the 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost," * whom the Father 
would send in his name, soon afterwards, thus 
mentions him ; — " the Comforter, whom J will 
send unto you from the Father :" * assertions easily 
reconciled, by those who reflect that the same 
divine Person does not hesitate to say — " I 
and my Father are one:"' — "he, that hath 
seen me, hath seen the Father;" and again,— 

1 John xiv. 26. > I hid. xv. 26. ' Ibid. xiv. 9. 
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" believe that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me." * 

The declarations, made in the Nicene Greed, of 
the purpose, for which Christ came down from 
heaven, and was crucified; — namely — "for us, 
«id for our salvation ;" and of the institution of 

" baptism for the remission of sins," were noticed 

« 

on a former occasion. They contain a point of 
doctrine, which must ever be regarded as the main 
pillar of Christianity, though not directly asserted 
in the Apostles' Creed ; having probably been con- 
sidered as obviously deducible from the expressed 
particulars of the advent and sufferings of Christ; 
and what no sincere believer in the Gospel-history, 
could hesitate to acknowledge. 

The third of our Creeds ; which passes under 
the name of St. Athanasius, and is much lon- 
ger and more particular than the others ; is ap- 
pointed to be read only on certain days, being 
thirteen in number, during the course of the year : 
namely, on the Nativity of Christ, the Epiphany, 
Easter-Sunday, Ascension-day, Whitsunday, and 

1 John v. 11. 
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Trinity-Sunday ; and on seven of the Festivals of 
the Apostles. 

It is doubtful, by whom, or at what time, this 
Creed was composed : though a very judicious and 
laborious divine * of our Church conceived that it 
might be attributed with great probability to Vi- 
gilius, an African Bishop of the fifth century. 
The design, however, with which it was compiled 
and promulgated, is not the less evident ; having 
undoubtedly been directed, like the Nicene Creed, 
against certain heretical notions then prevalent, 
respecting both the eternity and the personality of 
the second and third persons of the sacred Trinity : 
and this is a circumstance, of which no person, 
who wishes to put a just and correct interpretation 
upon this Creed, should be ignorant or forgetful ; 
because it will account for some clauses, unlikely 
to have been inserted on any other supposition. 

It is indeed necessary, for various reasons, to 
consider this ancient confession of faith at some 
length. First, because it is so much more minute 
and particular than either of the other Creeds. 

1 Dr. Cave. Histor. Literar. 
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Secondly; because, at a period, when so many 
forms and practices of the Christian Church were 
either abolished or reformed, as being unsupported 
by the Scriptures, the wisdom of our forefathers 
thought proper to retain this Creed ; undeterred 
by those scruples and objections, which they could 
not but anticipate, and satisfied of its conformity 
with the primitive faith. Thirdly ; because such 
objections and scruples have actually arisen, and 
are known to have prevailed extensively in mem- 
bers of our communion, of whose general piety and 
good dispositions no doubt could reasonably be 
entertained. And, lastly ; because, the use of 
this Creed being still sanctioned and enjoined by 
the Church to which we belong, we owe at least 
such a degree of submission to her authority, as 
must forbid us, on our private judgment, to reject 
or misprize any of her ordinances, unless through 
a conviction, founded upon conscientious and di- 
ligent research, that (in her own words) ' they 
cannot " be proved by certain warrants of Holy 
Scripture." 

1 In the 8th Article. 
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With respect to the minute and perhaps too 
laboured distinctions, which are found in some 
parts of this Creed ; it may snffioe to observe, that 
they were pointed against errors, into which, at 
the present day, no Christian is likely to fall; but 
which, no doubt, at the tine when it was written 
were so prevalent, as to create a necessity for 
guarding against them in the most explicit terms. ' 
In fact, though the whole account here given, 
both of the doctrine of the Trinity, and of the In- 
carnation, enlarges greatly upon the simple and 
general language of the Apostles' Creed, yet is it 
by no means contradictory either to that Creed, 
or to the Scriptures. If some passages, then, may 
be deemed unnecessary, at least, they present no 
new difficulty to our faith ; and, in that respect, 
whoever gives his assent to the other Creeds, can- 
not well withhold it from this. And so much for 
the doctrinal Articles of this Creed. 

1 It is an obvious remark, that sucb clauses might have 
been omitted, as useless am) superfluous : but then it must 
be considered, that, when it was determined to retain this 
Creed, it might have appeared more hazardous, to omit 
any part of it, than to reject it entirely. 



120 LECTURE VII. 

A few words may be added respecting the form 
and manner in which those Articles are proposed 
to our acceptance ; which I am the more inclined 
to notice, as a superficial reader may naturally 
think it harsh and uncharitable : and this, I be- 
lieve, is the ground, on which the modern objec- 
tors to this Creed have mostly taken their stand. 
I shall therefore endeavour both to state their ob- 
jections fairly, and to meet them without reserve. 

The Creed certainly does in plain terms directly 
declare, that whoever does not " keep the Catho- 
lic faith whole and undefiled, without doubt shall 
perish everlastingly." This may appear strong 
language : but what is the language of our Lord 
and Saviour himself upon the same subject? 
" He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
^aved; and he, that believeth not, shall be 
damned." 1 If this were truth, from his mouth, 
(and who shall dispute it ? ) has it now ceased to 
be true ? 

It may be replied, indeed, that this declaration 
of our Lord, like many other concise and senten- 

1 Mark xvi. 16. 
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tious propositions in the Scriptures, must be un- 
derstood with a condition or allowance, easily sup- 
plied from the known character and principles of 
its author : — that we cannot, without impiety, en- 
tertain such a notion, as that our gracious Re- 
deemer designed hereby to exclude any one from 
salvation, but those who should obstinately reject 
the essential terms of salvation, and wilfully shut 
their eyes against the truth; and that we are 
therefore bound to interpret his expressions con-, 
formably with that spirit of candour and benignity, 
by which he was universally actuated. 

Now this argument is undoubtedly just and 
reasonable. But mark what must follow. Will 
it not also be just and reasonable, to apply a 
similar latitude of interpretation to the positions 
of the Creed ? Why should we not conclude, 
that they, who first sanctioned and published it* 
and who must have known the spirit, as well as 
the letter, of their Lord and Master's doctrines, 
could not wilfully exceed them in so important a 
point; but,, while they oopied, almost literally, 
the apparent rigour of his denunciation against 
unbelievers, equally adopted his liberality, and 

p 
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intended their sentence to be understood with the 
same just and merciful provisos, as that of Christ 
himself? 

With the same latitude our Church, on whose 
authority our assent to this proposition is required, 
must be supposed to understand it, and wish it to 
be understood. Little, indeed, can we know of 
the nature and conditions of our Christian cove- 
nant, if we do not acknowledge, that faith, as well 
as repentance, is essential to salvation. But faith, 
we know, can only be required of those, to whom 
it has been duly represented, what they are to be- 
lieve ; and, that the adoption of error can only be 
criminal in those who will not listen to the truth, is 
not the doctrine of the Church of England alone, 
but of the Holy Scriptures, and of common sense. 

If this, then, were the whole question ; it must 
readily, I presume, be allowed, that, if the judg- 
ment of Christ himself be right, that of the Creed 
cannot, herein, be wrong ; and that, even in the 
force of the language employed, the Church does 
but echo that of her Master and Head. But then 
comes naturally the enquiry — ' What is this faith, 
which must be kept " whole and undefiled?"'- 
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rather — * How are we to understand the next words 
of the Creed ;—" and the Catholic faith is this " ? 
—Is it to be understood, that everlasting salva- 
tion depends upon entering into every nice dis- 
tinction, which the compiler of this Creed, who- 
ever he might be, has thought proper to introduce 
into it, and conforming precisely to his particular 
opinions?' I do not hesitate to answer, that this 
is not to be so understood;— that this is by no 
means what our Church requires or intends. * 
Even the author himself (if this was indeed the 
work of an individual) cannot be supposed to have 
entertained so arrogant, uncharitable, and un- 
christian a proposition. It will be more candid to 
conceive that, as an interpreter of his own lan- 
guage, he might nearly thus have expressed him- 
self; (and let us remember, that it was rather the 
more ignorant, than the better-informed professors 

1 So lately as the year 1689, it was publicly agreed by 
an assembly of Divines, commissioned to revise the Li- 
turgy, that these condemning clauses were not to be ap- 
plied distinctly to each particular Article, bat were in- 
tended solely against those who deny the substance of 
Christianity. 
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of Christianity, whom it was his office to address.) 
' You wish to be informed what is the Catholic 
faith : you feel, that, the more imperative is the 
requisition to maintain it in jts purity, the more 
necessary it is that you should clearly understand 
it. It is concluded, that few of you can, with 
sufficient certainty and precision, extract this 
knowledge for yourselves from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without some guidance and direction; 
which therefore, they, who have more learning 
and leisure, are bound to afford you. Moreover, 
it is notorious that gross errors prevail, and '.are 
gaining ground, upon the most important points of 
Christian faith ; against which you are especially 
to be guarded. I therefore have drawn up for 
your benefit, what appears to me a scriptural ac- 
count of these mysteries.' It surely requires no 
great stretch of our charity, to believe that this is 
all that was even originally intended : it is cer- 
tainly all that is now meant, by retaining this 
Creed in our Liturgy. 

Let us not then rashly convert what was kindly 
designed for instruction to the ignorant, into 
chains and fetters for the whole Christian commu- 
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'iiity. Let us recollect once more, what our Church 
in her Articles of Religion so plainly and honestly 
declares; — that "whatever is not read in the 
Scriptures, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
be required of any man, that it should be received 
as an article of the faith :" and let us take this 
with us, as .our standing rule of interpretation, 
wherever her words, either in this particular 
Creed, or elsewhere, may appear questionable and 
undefined. 

Why should not our spiritual superiors and in- 
structors, especially at the anxious period of the 
Reformation, be. thought as willing, as ourselves, 
to distinguish between necessary . and expedient 
points of faith ? — between undoubted declarations 
of Scripture, and such as all men feel to be mys- 
terious and obscure? To the Church of Rome 
they left (where it remains to this hour) the claim 
to a miraculous infallibility, and the demand of a 
blind . submission to her arbitrary. decrees. They 
threw open the Scriptures to the whole body of 
Christians ; they invited all men to study them ; 
they set up no other standard of faith, than the 
written word of God. 
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Let it not be doubted then, that they regarded 
all human interpretations of the Scriptures (and 
Creeds, amongst the Test) as instructions, not as 
laws; limiting their condemnation of unbelievers 
to those, who withhold their assent from the Scrip- 
tures themselves ; — who deny the office, or degrade 
the character, of the Redeemer, or dispute the 
personal superintendence and influence of the Holy 
Spirit: in short, — who divest Christianity of its 
characteristic features, and render " the Cross of 
Christ of none effect. n - 

It is true, indeed, that, when the author of this 
Creed has laid down, with minute and laborious 
precision, such a view of the nature, characters, 
and relations of the three persons, in the sacred 
Trinity, as he considered essential, to a right 
and scriptural notion of that profound mystery, 
he repeats once more that seemingly exclusive 
sentence, with which be had prefaced it :—" He, 
therefore, that would be saved, must thus think of 
the Trinity." It should be observed, however, that 
this clause, in the original language, has more the 

1 1 Cor. i 17. 
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air of a recommendation or advice, than of an abso- 
lute decree : for it might very properly have been 
expressed in our language as follows : — " Let 
him, who wishes to be saved, thus think of the 
Trinity/' 1 But, independently of this variation, 
we have already seen sufficient reason to be assured, 
that neither by this sentence, nor by a similar de* 
claration, with which the whole Creed is con* 
eluded, does our Church understand or intend 
any thing more, than that, except a man believe 
faithfully what is revealed in the Gospel, he can- 
not be saved. 

With respect tq that part of this Creed, which 
relates to the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, or the Son of God made man ; I need not 
hesitate to say, that, clear and rational as it is, 
and altogether consistent with the Holy Scriptures, 
there could not arise any difficulty or hesitation in 
pronouncing the belief of it generally necessary to 
salvation. 

With the question, — whether this Creed is so 
worded throughout, that, if the forms of our 

1 Qui vult servari, ita de Trinitate sentiat. 
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Church-service were at this day to be settled; it 
would be likely to be adopted without change of 
amendment ; — we have at present no concern. The 
reception of it into our Liturgy was long since 
decided by legislative authority, and by the same 
authority it is still sanctioned and maintained. It 
is true, indeed, that authority cannot tyrannize 
over men's consciences. Our Church expressly 
disclaims any such power: and we are the more 
bound, whilst we adhere to her communion, to 
comply with her forms, for that express reason ;- 
because, so long as we hold the Catholic faith in 
essential points — such as we find asserted in the 
Apostles' Creed, and confirmed by the holy 
Scriptures, she leaves our judgment and con- 
science at full liberty on all minor questions ; 
requiring only, that, in whatever we believe, or 
whatever we reject, our researches be diligent, and 
bur conviction sincere. 

Having now laid before you whatever .appeared 
most necessary to be considered, respecting the 
design and use of our Creeds, (in which descrip- 
tion, as you will recollect, a considerable portion 
of the Te Deum is included,) I propose, on the 
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next suitable occasion, to enter upon the prayers, 
or supplicatory part of the Service. 

Let us call to mind, however, before we quit 
this subject, that the knowledge of our Christian 
faith and calling is not a science, but a rule of life. 
It is necessary that we should be not only 
" grounded in faith," but rooted in charity. 
. May it then be the subject of our earnest and 
constant prayers to the Fountain of all goodness, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that if, as yet, we 
have not believed firmly and efficiently, he will 
graciously " help our unbelief;" and that, if we 
do indeed believe, he will enable us to " shew our 
faith by our Works," confirm and strengthen us in 
all goodness, and bring us, in the end, to everlast- 
ing life. 
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LECTURE VHL 

THE PRAYERS AND COLLECTS. 

Philipp. iv, 6. 

In every thing, by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God, 

In the Exhortation, with which our Morning 
and Evening Servicer are opened, the chief purposes 
of public worship are enumerated nearly in the 
same order, in which the Liturgy has provided for 
them : first, that we may " acknowledge our sins 
before God, to the end that we may obtain for- 
giveness of the same :" secondly, that we may 
" render thanks to him, for the great benefits 
that we have received at his hands/ 9 and, in the 
same spirit, " set forth his most worthy praise : " 
thirdly, that we may " hear his most holy word ;" 
and, lastly, that we may " ask those things, which 
are requisite and necessary, as well for the body 
as the soul." 
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It has been the business of former Lectures oa 
this subject, to explain the Offices appointed for 
Confession and Absolution ; the several Hymns of 
thanks, praise, and adoration, which precede and 
follow the Lessons taken from the Old and New 
Testament ; the order of the Psalms and Lessons ; 
and, lastly, the three Creeds, or confessions of 
faith, which have been introduced into these Ser- 
vices, at once to instruct the unlearned, to revive 
the conviction of those who are better instructed 
and to promote a general uniformity of religious 
belief. 

We now come to that part of the service, to 
which the name of Prayer is more strictly ap* 
propriated. The various Prayers and Col- 
lects, which follow, are adapted to supplicate 
the Almighty for every public and private blessing 
relating either to our souls or bodies ; including 
the welfare of all other persons, in whose comfort 
and prosperity we are interested, and humbly 
entreating our heavenly Father to receive them 
also into his gracious protection. 

The minds of the congregation are further pre*? 
pared to enter upon this branch of devotion by two 
short but expressive ejaculations. " The Lord be 
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with you !"->-" And with thy spirit ! "—Forms, 
evidently borrowed from St. Paul's Epistles to the 
Thessalonians and to Timothy, 1 and supposed. to 
have been employed in public prayer from the most 
ancient times. In these, the minister, for his peo- 
ple, and the people, in return, for their pastor, 
invoke the Divine aid and influence; that, the one 
being enabled to discharge his ministry with de- 
vout fervour, the others, to follow his steps with 
pious attention, this holy office may, on both sides, 
be duly discharged. 

The minister then solemnly invites the congre- 
gation to join him in prayer ; thus bespeaking the 
exclusion of all vain, light, and worldly - thoughts, 
that their minds may be fitted for that holy and 
important occupation : * and they — having first, 
under his guidance/ besought the Lord and their 
Saviour Christ, to "have mercy" upon them,* 

1 2 Thess. iii. 16; and 2 Tim. iv. 22. 

2 This primitive form — "Lord, have mercy upon us; 
Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon usl" 
— has been termed by some writers " the lesser Litany," 
and is considered as addressed to the holy Trinity dis- 
tinctly: the first clause, to the Father; the last, to the 
Holy Ghost. 
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that is, to pardon their unworthiness — begin their 
petitions by repeating, for the second time, that 
most expressive and comprehensive form of prayer, 
which our Lord, himself delivered to his followers ; 
and to which we have already given a sufficient 
share of consideration. 

Next, in a few short verses, said alternately by 
the minister and the congregation, petitions are 
put up for the Sovereign, the ministers of the 
Gospel, and the people at large : that God would 
graciously be pleased to " endue his ministers with 
righteousness;" to bless his chosen people with 
peace and prosperity, and, finally (as David has 
taught us to pray) to " give them a clean heart, 
and renew a right spirit within them." ' These 
verses are almost entirely borrowed from the 
Psalms, which have ever been justly regarded as 
the best model for this form of devotion that any 
age has produced. 

We now enter upon the Collects : — so ancient 
a name for certain prayers, that we have. not, at 
this day, any absolute knowledge of its origin. 
It is supposed, however, to have, been given to 

1 Psalm li. 10. 
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them! either because they were composed for the 
use of the people collected together ; or because 
the prayers themselves were collected or compiled 
from various and separate forms of devotion. 

The first of these is the peculiar Collect of the 
day ; being the same, if the day be Sunday or a 
holiday, as is prefixed to the Epistle and Gospel 
appointed for that day in the Communion-ser- 
vice; otherwise, that of the Sunday or holiday 
next preceding it* Of these Collects it has always 
been remarked, even by those Christians, who do 
not join in the use of them, that they breathe, 
in a peculiar degree, that spirit of fervent but 
sober piety, by which the entire Liturgy is con* 
fessedly distinguished. The greater part of them, 
also, are evidently adapted to the subjects of those 
portions of Scripture, to which they are prefixed. 
Many of these Collects, perhaps two-thirds of the 
whole, are copied from forms composed in the 
primitive ages of the Church, and so highly ap- 
proved, as to have been adopted and retained for 
many ages throughout the greater part of the 
Christian world : and the remainder, though com- 
paratively of recent date, have so deeply imbibed 
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the same spirit, that, as a help to devotion, they 
are scarcely inferior to those ancient models, on 
which they were formed* - We may indeed infer 
the opinion which the compilers themselves enter- 
tained of these Collects, from their haying ap- 
pointed the Collect of the day to be repeated, not 
only in the Communion-service, bat in the Evening* 
prayer. 

The second Collect at Morning-prayer is entitled 
" a Collect for peace ; " and this title is, in some 
sense, applicable, in as much as they only can 
enjoy the blessing of peace, who are secure from 
the violence of their enemies : but, strictly speak- 
ing, this is a prayer for defence against all ene- 
mies; and is so worded, that it may be taken to 
regard spiritual as well as temporal foes. It ap- 
peals to the Almighty, not only as " the Author 
of peace and lover of concord," but as the Supreme 
Patron and Protector of his servants ; and suggests 
to us, that it is only by " trusting in his defence," 
that we can be free from the fear of any adver- 
saries. 

The third is a Collect " for grace ; " by which 
is here meant, the assistance of God's Holy Spirit, 
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to preserve us from falling into sin, and so to 
order our doings, that we may " do always that 
[which] is righteous in his sight." But . the force 
of this prayer extends further into particulars : for, 
as it opens with a thankful acknowledgment of 
God's fatherly care during the night past, so 
does it proceed to implore the continuance of his 
protection during the day ; and, follows, through* 
(tat, a train of thought, such as should naturally 
arise, in any pious servant, of God, upon finding 
himself enabled to resume those voluntary func- 
tions, which had been, suspended in sleep. Ac- 
cordingly, the use of this excellent prayer is 
strongly to be recommended as a help to private 
devotion; affording a compact and yet clear. ex- 
pression of just feelings, desires, and resolutions, 
on the opening of a new day. 

In the Evening- prayer, the second . and third 
C jllects vary from those of the morning. The 
second, which stands without any descriptive 
title, might very justly have been entitled " a 
prayer for peace : " by which may be understood, 
first, peace with God; since it specifies "that 
peace,, which the world cannot give," and ad- 
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dressed the Supreme Being, as the God " from 
whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed." It is evident, however, that, 
secondly, peace with man was not out of the au- 
thor's contemplation ; for he adds — " and also, 
that we, being defended from the fear of our ene- 
mies, may pass our time in rest and quietness." 

The third Collect • in the Evening-service ip 
appropriate to that portion of the day, at which it 
was intended to be used ; namely — the approach 
of night. Man, whether by night or by day, whe- 
ther aware of it, or not, is ever in a state of 
danger; — ever dependent upon the arm of the 
Almighty: but, to human conceptions, he is then 
most obviously naked and defenceless, when sleep 
has suspended — not only the active powers both of 
his mind' and body, but even the perception of 
those dangers, which are nearest, at hand: this 
Collect, therefore, in a short but comprehensive 
and pious form, recommends us to the Divine pro- 
tection during the period of sleep. 

A direction in the rubric, both in the Morning 
and Evening-prayer, informs us, that, where vocal 
music is employed in social devotion (as appears to 
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have been the universal custom of the primitive 
ages) z this is the proper place for the introduction 
of the Anthem, or Psalm. Concerning this prac- 
tice, I have only to remark, that, with proper feel- 
ing and attention, it may be highly conducive to 
exalt the pious and grateful dispositions, not only 
of those, who are capable of joining in it, but 
of the whole congregation : while, on the other 
hand, if it is not so conducted and regarded, as to 
be made an act of earnest and genuine devotion, 
it becomes nothing better than a mere amusement 
to some, and, to others, an insipid and useless 
waste of time. 

The next and last division of the service, both 
for morning and evening, consists of five prayers : 
the first for the King ; the second, for the Royal 
Family ; the third, for the clergy and people ; the 
fourth, for the general fulfilment of all the fore- 



1 It is worthy of observation, that the Psalms of David 
were not only composed by him in verse, with an inten- 
tion that they should be sung; but, in many instances, 
are accompanied with directions respecting the music or 
melodies. 
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going petitions; and the fifth, for the perpetual 
favour and blessing of the Holy Trinity. 

The Prayer for the Prince upon the throne, al- 
though it describes our earthly sovereign in due 
terms of respect, never loses sight of the supreme 
majesty of the King of kings : and, while it be- 
seeches the Almighty to bless our monarch with 
health and worldly prosperity, still more emphati- 
cally petitions, that he may be " endued with grace 
and heavenly gifts/ 1 and " that he may always in- 
cline to the will of God, and walk in his ways:" re- 
minding him likewise, that the great Being, whose 
blessing upon him we invoke, is the " Ruler of 
princes," as well as of their subjects, and, " from 
his throne, beholds all the dwellers upon earth." 

In the same spirit is the prayer for the Royal 
Family conceived ; making the welfare of their 
souls its chief object, and entreating the Almighty, 
as " the fountain of all goodness, to endue them 
with his Holy Spirit, and enrich them with his 
heavenly grace." The ears of all pious Christians, 
as well as those of all good subjects, cannot but be 
wounded, when they hear petitions, thus carefully 
and strictly directed to the legitimate objects of 
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prayer, characterised as mere court-forms, no 
otherwise defensible, than on the score of custom 
and decency. It is surely no idle ceremony, to 
pray for the bodily and spiritual health of persons, 
in whose character, conduct, and prosperity, every 
member of our community is so deeply interested: 
and, if we claim a right, as subjects, to the fa- 
therly care and concern of that ruler, whom the 
King of heaven has appointed to reign oyer us 
upon earth, how can we at the same time, deny 
his clpim to our filial love, and duty: and, if we 
feel the influence of those motives, how can we 
withhold from him pur earnest prayers for his pre- 
sent and future well-being ? 

We are next called upon to consider the prayer 
" for the Clergy and people ;" which reminds us, 
how close. and important is the bond of connection 
between "our Bishops and Curates/' and " the 
congregations committed to their charge." As 
the spiritual .kq6wledge. and faith of the .whole 
people depends, in great measure, upon the ortho- 
doxy of their pastors, so likewise does their prac- 
tice, upon the example which they set before 
them. Justly, therefore, may it be required of us, 
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that we should pray with earnest ardour for a 
blessing of vital importance to our own nation, and 
of no light concern to the whole Christian world. 

The fourth of these prayers was taken from a 
Liturgy attributed to Chrysostom, a bishop of 
great piety, learning, and industry in the ancient 
Greek church. Therein we sum up our former 
petitions ; praying for the fulfilment of them, so 
far only " as may be expedient for us ;" of which 
we acknowledge our heavenly Father himself to 
be the only competent judge : but, especially, for 
" the knowledge of his truth" (that is— of true 
religion) " in this world," and for " everlasting 
life in the world to come :" for all which, we hum- 
bly claim the gracious promise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, " where two or three are gathered 
together in his name, he will grant their requests.". 

The* few words, which, with singular solemnity 
as well as propriety, constitute the final prayer, 
are taken from the thirteenth chapter of St. Paul's 
second Epistle to the Corinthians ; and contain a 
supplication for each of those appropriate bless- 
ings, which they, who ask faithfully, may hope to 
receive from the three Persons of the sacred Tri~ 



142 LECTURE VIII, 

nity. This passage, as originally addressed by 
the Apostle to the Christians at Corinth, evidently 
bears the form of a blessing ; but our Church here 
adopts it as a prayer. The priest continues kneel- 
ing as he recites it ; and, haying named " the 
grace (that is, in this place, the favour and 
bounty) of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God (that is, of God the Father) and the fel- 
lowship (or communion) of the Holy Ghost," he 
adds — not, as the words stand in the Epistle — 
" be with you all ;" but — " be with us all :" and the 
people are directed, as at the conclusion of other 
prayers, to answer " Amen !" 

And here ends the order of Evening-prayer: 
and that of the morning, unless when the Litany 
is appointed to be read, is concluded in the same 
manner. But, by custom, in both, and by actual 
appointment, in the service of the morning, when 
the Litany is not read, a prayer " for all sorts and 
conditions of men" is introduced next after the 
prayer for the clergy ; and, after that, a form of 
" general thanksgiving." 

The prayer " for all sorts and conditions of men" 
is truly, as its name imports, an intercession for 
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all mankind: — for all " who profess and call 
themselves Christians/' that, both in belief and 
practice, they may live as becomes that profession, 
" holding the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life:" and, for 
those, on whom the glorious light of the Gospel 
has not yet shone, that it would please " the Al- 
mighty Creator and Preserver of all mankind/' in 
his good time, " to make his ways known unto 
them/' and " his saving health unto all nations/' 
And let us not fail to notice, that, in this peti- 
tion for the whole Christian world, our Church 
has not directed that her own establishment, as 
such, should be exclusively or even specifically 
named; but only recommends herself to our 
prayers, as forming a part of that holy catholic 
(or universal) Church/' which is acknowledged 
in the Apostles' Creed; no otherwise defining, 
what communities, calling themselves Christians, 
may or may not be justly included in that de- 
scription. This prayer also contains a general 
intercession for all persons under peculiar afflic- 
tion, of whatever kind ; with a proviso for the 
distinct mention of any individuals, for whom the 
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prayers of the congregation may be particularly 
desired. 

In the general Thanksgiving, we humbly offer 
up our thanks and praise for the various blessings 
conferred upon ourselves and all mankind ; but 
with a similar permission, as in our prayers for 
them, to specify the desire of such persons, as have 
made application to that effect, to express their 
gratitude for particular mercies vouchsafed to 
them. And it should be observed, that as many 
as, in any case of affliction, have desired the pray era 
of the congregation, are bound, in duty as well as 
decency, upon their restoration or delivery, to pro- 
claim their thankfulness to Almighty God in the 
same public manner. 

But most especially is it provided, that we may 
pour out our souls in unwearied thankfulness for 
that transcendent act of Divine mercy and love 
— *' the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory." On this pre-eminent occasion of 
gratitude, we are most naturally and appropriately 
made to add our prayers, that " our hearts may 
be unfeignedly thankful ;" and that we may " shew 
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forth" the praise of our Maker, not only with " our 
lips, but in our lives ;" concluding the whole with 
a solemn doxology, or tribute of honour and glory 
to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
Besides the forms of worship already examined ; 
on all Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the 
Litany is appointed to be read ; — a composition 
in every point of view of the highest character, 
and singularly expressive of every sentiment which 
the most lively faith, the most exalted piety, and 
the deepest humility, can be thought capable of 
inspiring. The Litany, in fact, is a distinct and 
complete Service in itself ; and, on that account, 
added to the consideration of the various topics 
which it embraces, demands a deliberate and care- 
ful examination. I shall therefore reserve my ob- 
servations upon it for a future discourse. 



146 



LECTURE IX. 

THE LITANY, 

1 Tim. ii. 1. 

I exhort, therefore, that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions — be made for all men. 

Notwithstanding the repeated protests of 
, our blessed Lord against the doctrine and practice 
of those, who placed a reliance upon long prayers, 
and " expected to be heard for their much speak- 
in," 1 it appears, from his exhortations to his dis- 
ciples on various occasions, and particularly, from 
the parable of the unjust judge and the importu- 
nate widow, * that neither fervour nor continuance 
in prayer was what he proposed by any means to 
discountenance. 

Accordingly, we find his Apostles not only 

1 Mattb. vi. 7. 9 Luke xviii. 2, &c. 
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themselves frequently assembling for the purpose 
of social prayer, but recommending to the disci- 
ples in all the churches, to " continue instant in 
prayer," l and to " watch thereto with all perse- 
verance ;" * or (as in the text before us) to u pray 
always/' and even, to " pray without ceasing." J 

No doubt, there was, at that time, as probably 
there ever will be, much more need to exhort and 
remind Christians, not to be neglectful, remiss, or 
inattentive, in prayer, than to guard them against 
the contrary excess. Our Saviour's objection was 
not pointed against zeal or frequency in devotion, 
but against the error of those persons, who con- 
ceived that the efficacy of prayer depended upon 
the quantity of words uttered, or of the time thus 
consumed. It was intentness of mind, the devo- 
tion of the heart, and the consequent influence of 
prayer upon the conduct of men, that both our 
Lord and his Apostles had in view ; and, in public 
worship, those forms, which best provide for the 
excitement and expression of the true spirit of 
prayer, must be allowed to be the best adapted to 

1 Rom. xii. 12. ' Eph. vi. 18. » 1 Thess. v. 17. 
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promote those great ends of all worship— a nearer 
approach to God, a firmer reliance upon his pro* 
mises, and a more fixed resolution to obey his 
will. 

Excellent as our entire liturgy may justly be 
deemed, and the more excellent, from its universal 
regard to these essential purposes ; in no division 
of the Service are its merits more conspicuous, 
than in the composition of the Litany ; — the next 
portion of the Common Prayer which I proposed 
to contemplate* 

The Litany, as I observed on a former occa- 
sion, was originally a distinct service, designed to 
occupy the second period of Morning-prayer: 
the first commencing, as is still customary in 
cathedral churches, at a very early hour ; as, ait 
six in the morning ; the second, at nine or ten. 
That it was actually intended to be separate, 
might he suspeoted from its construction; being 
in itself a complete form of worship, no otherwise 
connected with the preceding form of Morning* 
prayer, than by the custom* more recently intro- 
duced, of uniting it with that service. 

The solemn and deep tone of humility which it 
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breathes, when invoking the mercy of the holy 
Trinity upon the whole congregation, as altogether 
" miserable sinners ;" the earnestness, with which 
it iinplores deliverance from every particular kind 
of sin, and from the dire consequences of all sin ; 
the devout and grateful confidence, with which it 
appeals to all the incidents of the Redeemer's in- 
carnation and life, to his suffering* and death, 
atid, lastly, to his resurrection and ascension, as 
pledges, to the faithful Christian, of his own 
rescue from eternal death; its entire and ex- 
clusive hope in God, at every period and under 
all circumstances of life; the comprehensive 
charity of its intercessions for every rank and 
condition of men; its pious supplications for 
peace and concord, for gtace and truth, for help 
and succour in temporal and spiritual need ; and, 
lastly, for true repentance dnd amendment of 
fife ;— all these constitute such an assemblage of 
every authorised petition to the Almighty, and 
such a compendium* of all Christian duties, that 
no one, who joins in it M ith serious attention, Can 
fail to perceive, how admirably it is adapted either 
to give language id religious feelings, where they 
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are ' already in possession of the mind, or to 
awaken them, where they have hitherto lain dor- 
mant. 

How sublime and affecting; how mindful at 
once of the majesty and clemency of Heaven; 
how expressive both of prostrate contrition and of 
fervent hope, is the distinct invocation of the 
sacred Trinity, which prepares the way for the 
petitions! To God the Father it appeals, 
not only as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but as having graciously permitted himself to be 
rolled " our Father ;" to God the Son, as the 
"Redeemer of the world;" and to God the 
Holy Ghost, as " proceeding from the Father 
•and the Son" — sent by them, according to the 
promise of our Lord, to comfort us, and " guide 
us into all truth" 1 — that, miserable sinners as we 
are* they would look down with pity upon our infir- 
mity, and " have mercy upon us, miserable sinners." 
Infinite is the distance between the Almighty 
Creator and his creatures ; — between inexcusable 
offenders, and unbounded perfection. The more 

1 John xvi. 13. 
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wonderful, then, is that condescension and love, 
which, notwithstanding their offences, can encou- 
rage such petitions, and authorise such hopes* 

Let us now turn our attention to the method or 
plan of the petitions in the Litany ; which differ 
from those of all other forms of prayer, inasmuch 
as they are only instituted, and, as it were framed, 
by. the minister; each of them being closed and 
appropriated in a few words subjoined to it by the 
people themselves. 

Thus, in the deprecations, or petitions for de- 
liverance from evil; the minister alone specifies 
the several evils to be deprecated ; and the people, 
having listened in silence to this enumeration, 
offer up aloud their prayer to be delivered from 
them* 

In the petitions to the Redeemer — that he 
would graciously apply all the powers and efficacy 
both of his humiliation and exaltation, in their 
various particulars, to the rescue of our souls from 
everlasting death — the minister recounts the 
several events of this astonishing history; thereby 
reminding the people, how much they owe to this 
most merciful Saviour, and to what abasements he 
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submitted in order to purchase their pardon and 
salvation ; and they, acknowledging at once the 
immensity of their debt, and the worthiness of the 
ransom, conclude each period with an earnest 
prayer, thai they may thereby be delivered. 

Again ; in the Intercessions ; the minister, hav- 
ing first generally besought the Lord to " hear 
our prayer," proceeds to describe each rank and 
order, every condition and situation of men, and 
every species of peril and emergency, to which 
mankind are exposed ; together with the parti- 
cular extension of blessing or protection, of relief 
pr succour, of renewed grace or strength, of which 
(Bach of them, according to his peculiar state and 
tfircumstances, may more immediately stand in 
need : and the people, as adopting the sentiments 
of their pastor, and making his prayer their own, 
beseech the Lord to hear them* 

That there is a singular earnestness and in- 
terest in prayers, thrown into this form, will, I 
presume, be generally felt and admitted : that they 
are, at least, eligible, as an occasional variation of 
the more usual form of prayer, cannot be denied : 
but, in order that they may be truly acceptable 
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before God in the mouth of every one who takes 
a part in them, it is of indispensable necessity, 
that the whole attention of the supplicant should 
be filed upon the objects enumerated ; and that 
his lips, when afterwards they pronounce the part 
assigned to him, should he the faithful inter- 
preters of hit heart. What oan be less pious; 
or — to speak plainly — more absurd ; — more nearly 
approaching to a mockery of prayer ; than to be 
supplicating, in appearance, for deliverance from 
evils, which! in reality! never enter our thoughts? 
— for the grant of blessings, which, at the mo* 
ment, we are not contemplating; and for the 
welfare of persons, for whom we feel no immediate 
concern ? 

It is indeed the essence of all prayer, that it 
should flow from the heart ; and, without earnest 
attention — without thoughts fixed upon the ex- 
alted and present Being, whom we seem to be 
addressing, and a geriuine desire to obtain what 
we ask ; the language of supplication degenerates 
into empty sound. 

But we shall by no means be doing fatt justice 
to the merits of the litany, unless we direct our 
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notice to the regularity and beauty of the order 
observed throughout. 

' Id the Invocation, the three Persons of the 
sacred Trinity are first separately addressed, and 
then, all together, as conjoined in the inviolable 
Unity of the Divine: Essence. . 

In the clauses called the .Deprecations, we are 
instructed to pray, first, against all spiritual evil ; 
-against those nnrnly desires, and those snares 
of the Tempter, which betray us into sin : then, 
against actual transgressions ; and lastly — as of 
inferior consideration — against such temporal 
evils, as, whether for correction or for trial, may 
happen to befal us. 

In recounting the events — first — pf the birth, 
life, and death ; and then, of the resurrection and 
ascension of our blessed Lord ; together with that 
coming of the Holy Ghost, which followed and 
testified his ascension : we are taught to contem- 
plate the former, as procuring for us a death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; the 
latter, as prefiguring and assuring to us, if we 
prove faithful, our own future resurrection and 
reception into glory. 
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In the Intercessions for blessings upon all man- 
kind, according to their several ranks and orders 
in society, and the claim which connexion may 
give them upon our good offices and charitable 
regard; our thoughts are directed, first, to the 
universal Church of Christ, as most worthy to 
take the lead in our prayers : then, to the Sove- 
reign, as the earthly ruler and head both of our 
spiritual and temporal state, and to the other 
members of his family, with a predominant re- 
spect to the welfare of their souls : next, to those 
persons, by whom, under the Bang, the affairs of 
our Church and State are principally directed: 
then, to the nobility at large; and, lastly, to the 
whole body of our fellow-subjects. In all which 
petitions, our kindly affections and right. feelings 
of respect and solicitude are not only stimulated 
by the universal principle of charity, but directed 
to keep pace with the relative claims of those in- 
dividuals and classes of men, for whose welfare 
they are offered. 

Having thus interceded at the throne of grace 
for all descriptions- of our fellow-men, according 
to their several stations and conditions in .this 
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earthly scene ; our attention is now most naturally 
turned to the peculiar wants and distresses, to 
which individuals may be exposed by particular 
circumstances. Thus, ire are guided to pray for 
an " increase of grace" to God's faithful, people; 
well assured, that the most faithful can never, in 
this life, be raised above the need of that aid and 
support; — for strength, to those who stand in the 
faith, and for. comfort and help to the weak- 
hearted ; for consolation and relief to all who are 
suffering under captivity, imprisonment, sickness, 
or any other calamity ; for widows and orphans, 
and all other desolate persons: lastly, for our 
enemies and persecutors, that their hearts may be 
turned to mercy and pity. 

. Having then offered up a single petition (as ie 
the Lord's Prayer) for a timely supply of what- 
ever may be needful for the body, we ate directed 
to end, as we began, with an earnest entreaty for 
the aid of God's Holy Spirit, that, being thereby 
enabled effectually to repent, and turn from the 
evil of our ways, we may obtaiu from our heavenly 
Father the remission of our sins, and everlasting 
life. 
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The form of supplication, peculiar to the litany, 
is henceforward laid aside: but the minister and 
people proceed anew, in alternate verses, to be- 
seech the Son, the Lamb of God, to " hear them," 
to " hare m£rcy upon them/' and to " grant 
them his peace." 

They then jointly repeat the Lord's Prayer ; 
which is succeeded by a form of supplication, 
remarkable for the pathetic tone of sorrow and 
affliction, in which it is conceived. It was, no 
doubt, designedly clothed in the language of grief 
and distress, with a view to make it particularly 
suitable to those feelings, which any unusual crisis 
of difficulty or embarrassment may be supposed to 
excite. This prayer, however, is sufficiently 
adapted to the general exigencies of Christians ; 
whose condition, in this present life, is truly re- 
presented as a state of spiritual warfare, in which 
the adversary, however baffled for a time, returns 
again to the charge; daily and hourly exposes 
the soldier of Christ to new dangers and difficul- 
ties, and fills him with ceaseless apprehensions for 
his final deliverance. 
. It is observable, that, at the end of this prayer, 
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the people are directed, instead of the " Amen," 
so generally made the response to other prayers, 
to answer by a short petition, that the " Lord" 
would " arise, help them, and deliver them, for 
his name's sake." A response of the same nature 
is also subjoined to the solemn acknowledgment, 
which now Mows, of the testimony borne by our 
fathers to the " noble works of the Almighty, both 
in their days, and in the old time before them," 

Next, interposing only the doxology, or glorifi- 
cation of the Holy Trinity, already explained, 
follows a further earnest supplication to our Sa- 
viour Christ for pity and protection, and for a 
favourable hearing of all our prayers : and the 
whole is concluded with a general Collect or 
Prayer, for mercy towards our manifold infirmities; 
for averting all kinds of evil ; for the gift of trust 
in God's goodness and forbearance ; and for grace 
to serve him in holiness and pureness of living : 
being, in substance, a summary of the entire 
Litany. 

To these are usually added (from the Morning- 
service) the general Thanksgiving, the Prayer of 
St. Chrysostom, and that of St. Paul for the bless- 
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ing of the Holy Trinity, which have already been 
considered. 

Thus, not only in each of the principal divisions 
of the Litany, an order and method is observed, 
most suitable to the wants of all men, and to the 
natural feelings, and reflections of a pious mind ; 
but the whole. is so solemnly opened, so clearly ex- 
pressed, so uniformly carried on, and so affectingly 
wound up to a conclusion, that, while the most 
faithful, devout, and blameless Christian might be 
delighted to find in it a just and forcible expres- 
sion of his accustomed sentiments and desires, the 
most ignorant might derive instruction from it, 
and the most supine or negligent might be roused 
by it into some sense of their own danger, and 
gome fear of their God. 

No congregation of Christians, indeed, is ac- 
tually composed of persons who reach any of these 
extremes* As the best-informed and most serious 
frequenters of the house of God have great need 
to be reminded both of their duties and their 
spiritual wants; so, on the other hand, few of 
those, who are usually to be found there, can be 
supposed to be so ignorant, as to be unacquainted 
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with the chief articles of that faith, on which out 
forms of worship are founded ; or so dead to re- 
ligious feeling, as not to perceive the force with 
which they appeal to the conscience of the sinner* 

So much the more exactly, then, is the Litany 
suited to those assemblies, for whose use it was 
designed. It is adapted to relive, in those who 
are truly considerate and pious, every thought and 
conviction, whioh they may be anxious to keep 
alive in their minds ; to increase the knowledge 
and confirm the faith of those, who are not yet 
sufficiently buik up in the assurance of those things 
which belong to their peace ; to sharpen the stings 
of conscience in the sinner; and " to comfort and 
help the weak-hearted," and point out to them by 
what aid they may " beat down Satan under their 
feet/* Nothing, in fact, but gross and obstinate 
inattention can prevent any one, who is present at 
this most solemn and impressive act of divine wor* 
ship, from deriving some benefit from the various 
lessons of faith, piety, humility, self-government, 
and charity, which it so amply conveys* 

If ay God, of his infinite mercy, grant, that we, 
who are here present, may all so diligently, and 
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earnestly avail ourselves of this admirable guide 
to our devotions, and of so many other abundant 
means of grace, which his bounty has provided for 
our use, that, at the last day, we may be found 
amongst the most faithful members of that pure 
Church, to which we profess to belong ! 
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LECTURE X. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

Matt. xxii. 37—40. 

Jesus said unto him : € Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it:-— Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets. 9 

The next part of the Liturgy, that should 
claim our notice, would be the Order for the 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER ; 

or, at least, that portion of it, with which the 
Morning-prayer, on Sundays and other holidays, 
is usually concluded: but, since we find a pro- 
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minent place in that Order occupied by the Ten 
Commandments, which, of themselves, open a 
wide field for inquiry ; it will be expedient to^take 
them into distinct and immediate consideration. 
Our subsequent review of the Communion-service 
may thus be uniform and unbroken. 
. It has often been imagined, that these Com- 
mandments, though evidently promulgated as a 
compendium of human obligations, do not actually 
contain the whole substance of moral duty : but, 
that many of its laws, and those too of no light 
moment, must be sought from other parts of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

< That the Ten Commandments were by no means 
designed to supersede the other Scriptures, or to 
render the study of them superfluous, is sufficiently 
clear. Most of them, whether positive or prohi- 
bitory, are conceived with great brevity; and 
many of the duties, which they embrace, are to be 
collected rather by necessary inference, than from 
the direct force of the terms employed. The aid 
of the Scriptures at large, therefore, is of the 
first importance; not only to exalt the mind to 
just notions of God and religion, and to refined 
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views of moral excellence; but to explain and 
familiarise, — to enlarge and enforce — the several 
duties briefly enjoined in the Commandments. 
. Nevertheless, it is equally true, that the two 
Tables of the Law are to be regarded as a com- 
plete, though concise abstract of all moral obliga- 
tions; chiefly designed, as 6very abstract must be, 
to aid at once the judgment and the memory, by 
uniting compactness of form with methodical ar- 
rangement ; yet, not failing to comprehend, either 
by direct mention, or by reasonable implication, 
the entire practical duty, not only of the followers 
of Moses, but of the disciples of Christ; and, in 
that view, adopted, authorised, and perpetuated, 
by our Divine Lawgiver himself. 

When our Lord speaks, as in the passage now 
read to you, of two Commandments only, and de- 
clares, that " on them hang all the Law and the 
Prophets :" it is impossible to doubt, that he has 
in contemplation the two Tables of the Com* 
mandments ; the first, containing the duty of man 
towards God, the second, his duty towards his 
neighbour. His two Commandments plainly 
describe the quickening spirit, by which the pre- 
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cepts of those two Tables should be understood, 
and in which they must he fulfilled. 

It would not be easy to find a stranger proof of 
that moral blindness, under which the Israelites, 
at all periods of their history, appear to have 
laboured, than their propensity to take every pre- 
cept of their Law in the most confined and literal 
sense. Thus, though they had received, from 
Moses himself, the same admirable rule for the 
regulation of their affections, both towards God 
and man, x as our blessed Lord afterwards repeated 
to his disciples ; yet, because their lawgiver did 
'not, like our Saviour, instruct them to regard this 
sis a principle applicable to every part of their 
moral law, they limited their obedience to the letter 
of the Commandments. 

Our Divine Lawgiver, by so plainly point* 
ing out to us, that " love is the fulfilling of the 

1 Denter. xiii. 3. 'The Lord year God proveth you, 
to know, whether ye Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul.' See also ibid. xxx. 6. 

Levit. six. 12. 'Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any 
grudge against the children of thy people : bat thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself/ 
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Law" 1 (for thus St. Paul has briefly expressed it) 
had left us without excuse, if we fail to illustrate 
and extend the scale of our duties, by applying the 
same rule of interpretation to the whole, system. 
This is that brilliant ray of wisdom from above, 
which, in the investigation of the Divine Will, 
dispels every cloud, and solves every difficulty; 
and affords, as if by inspiration, such an instanta- 
neons and splendid illumination of the moral sense, 
as may naturally remind us of that sublime act of 
creation, when it was said, " Let there be light! 
and there was light." 

" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart ; and thy neighbour, as thyself." Tf, with 
no other than this simple but authentic and un- 
failing guide, we endeavour to penetrate the en- 
tire Law of God, as declared in the Ten Com- 
mandments ; we shall find it conducting us to the 
most refined and extended views, not only of piety 
and justice, but of benevolence and temperance. 

But the truth and utility of the principle here 
asserted will be most clearly developed, by shew- 

1 Rom. xiii. 10. 
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ing the application of our Saviour's rule to each of 
the Commandments in order; whence it will 
easily appear, that what, literally taken, may 
seem, in many instances, to be a mere naked pro- 
hibition of gross crimes, amounts effectually to an 
exclusion of every act, word, and thought, in any 
shape tending towards them ; and even to a re- 
quisition of such conduct, such language, and such 
sentiments, as must compose and generate the 
opposite virtues. 

The first Commandment forbids the Is- 
raelites to have — that is — to believe and worship 
— any other than the one true God, known to 
them by the name of Jehovah. But this pro- 
hibition is preceded by a pointed reference to 
the many miraculous instances of his protection 
and favour, which they had so recently expe- 
rienced. 

"I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage ; — thou shalt have none other Gods 
but me." This is an appeal, not only to the 
judgment of the Israelites, concerning the powejr 
and majesty of their God, but to their gratitude 
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and tave:— -and intimates cleanly, though indi- 
rectly, what our blessed Lord afterwards directly 
and strongly urged:— that a heart, whole with 
God, — filled with a deep sense of his goodness and 
mercy, is the essential and animating spirit of ail 
piety and obedience. 

Love, then, from the commencement of the 
Law, is made the foundation of our duty to God : 
and, in a human heart rightly constituted, this 
must be the firmest of all possible foundations. A 
lore of God, thus built upon the evident proofs 
of his lore towards us, will inspire us with such 
a delight in fulfilling his will* and such an earnest 
desire to obtain his favour, and as will render the 
path of duty no longer rugged and arduous, hut 
smooth and easy. 

And, of this, motive, how can. a. sincere Christian 
ever be destitute ? We have not, indeed, expe- 
rienced those immediate and visible, interpositions 
for our temporal safety and well-being, which 
were the peculiar lot of the descendants pf Israel ; 
but we have a more defined and exact compre- 
hension of his universal, incessant, and daily re^ 
gard for the welfare of all mankind; and — which 
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is far more, we have the most affecting and over- 
whelming proof of his concern for our immortal 
welfare; — of his gracious care to redeem our 
souls — not from Egyptian, but, — from eternal 
bondage ; — from the bondage of sin and death, — 
by the invaluable sacrifice of his Son Jesus Christ. 
Most reasonably 9 then, are we called upon, to 
" love the Lord our God with all our heart, with 
all our soul, and with all our mind ;" and to quit 
at once, for his service, the wealth, the power, the 
pleasures, and even the most innocent attachments 
of this life ; should they ever come into competi- 
tion with the honour of our God. 

In the second Commandment, the wor- 
ship of images is the object of prohibition; 
the evil tendency of which, the Israelites had long 
witnessed in Egypt. Nor was it only the images 
of false Gods, that they were forbidden to set up ; 
but, still more, perhaps, to refrain from degrading 
the true God, the Omnipotent Jehovah, by any 
attempt to represent Him under the semblance of 
any real or imaginary-form. It has ever been the 
effect of such practices, to transfer the service, 
due to the Creator alone, to his creatures ; and, 

H 
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instead of occupying the mind, — the rational part 
of man, — with the worship of his God, to make it 
the business of his senses ; — the most certain way 
of reducing it to mere form and show* Here, 
then, we may observe express care to prohibit 
every thing, which may exclude the heart from its 
due share in divine worship ; — to remind us, that 
" God is a spirit ; and, that they, who worship 
him, must worship him in spirit and in truth." ' 
They, who love the Lord their God with their 
whole soul, will shrink with alarm from the pos- 
sibility of setting up any rival against Him in 
their hearts ; and, will cautiously guard against 
that error, into which no small number of our 
fellow-christians have unhappily been betrayed, — 
of assisting their devotion by such a use of images 
and pictures, as may well foil the ingenuity of 
their most subtle advocates, to rescue it from (at 
least) a shade and tincture of idolatry. 

The third Commandment, in its primary 
and literal bearing, is, no doubt, directed against 
the heinous sin of perjury : but, in this prohibi- 
tion, imprecations or curses are evidently in* 

'Johniv. 24. 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 171 

eluded : for, though the injury to man may vary 
in these several crimes, the insult to the majesty 
of Heaven is precisely the same. Whoever 
swears falsely, intends, at least, to deceive ; — * 
probably, to effect some wrong purpose by his 
deceit ; while he, who curses another in the spirit 
of anger and malice, devotes him, as far as lies in 
his power, to some fatal calamity : but the offence 
against God is equal in both. Each of them, in 
the very act of invoking the Almighty, divests 
him of his most amiable and glorious attributes ; 
and, therefore, may truly be said to " take his 
name in vain." 

Less criminal in degree, but similar in their 
nature, are the common practices of cursing and 
swearing ; the forms of which, no doubt, are often 
used without meaning ; but still, as irreverent ap- 
peals to the sacred name of God, must be con- 
sidered as prohibited by this Commandment, 
for this construction, we have even the authority 
of Moses : " Ye shall not swear by my name 
falsely ; neither shalt thou profane the name of 
thy God." 1 But Christ is still more explicit; 

1 Levit. xix. 12. 
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" Ye have heard, that it hath been said by them 
of old time, thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but I 
say unto you, swear not at all ; 1 but let your com- 
munication be yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for whatso- 
ever is more than these, cometh of evil." * 

A sincere love of God, founded upon a just sense 
of his mercy and goodness, will keep us upon our 
guard against the most distant approach towards 
profane language ; and, in a mind thus affected, a 
bare doubt of the piety of any expression will be a 
sufficient hint to abstain from it. Here, too, it can- 
not fail to be observed, that, by the same feeling 
towards God, this cautious veneration will not be 
limited to his name alone. His word, his temple, 
his ministers — in short — every thing related to his 
service, — will obtain a just share in it, and be pre- 
served with the same care from profanation and 
. ontempt. 

As to the day peculiarly set apart for his ser- 

1 It is scarcely necessary to observe, that this prohibi- 
tion does not extend to legal oaths, taken to promote the 
purposes of justice. 

* Matt. v. 33, 34. 37. 
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vice, — that is the distinct subject of the fourth . 
Commandment ; which directs the Israelites to 
keep holy the Sabbath, not only by exercises of 
devotion, but as a day of rest, and by refraining 
entirely from all ordinary employments. If, tp 
us Christians, the sabbatic rest, enjoined by this 
Commandment, needs not extend, according to 
the strict notion of the Mosaic Law, to a total 
omission of all common occupations ; yet, if the 
love of God prevails in our hearts, we shall easily 
perceive, that, so far as any employment might 
interfere with his worship, with the seriousness 
and devotion of the day, or with the rest and re- 
lief necessary for the labouring part of the com- 
munity, it must certainly be culpable, as a breach 
of this Commandment. 

On this occasion, again, how much will be 
gained, by applying the universal principle of 
Divine love ! If we indeed love the Lord our 
God with all our hearts, how shall we be de- 
lighted, to have a day of respite from vulgar Oc- 
cupations, that we may devote it wholly to his 
service ! How gladly shall we enter " into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
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praise:*' how truly rejoice, that, unincumbered 
with the cares of the world, we can meet our best 
counsellor and most unfailing friend in the temple 
dedicated to his honour and worship ! 

And here we may terminate our yiew of the 
first Table of- the Commandments ; which, when 
regarded through that enlightening medium — the 
first t$ and great Commandment" of our Lord, — 
is found to comprehend every particular of oar 
duty towards God. "And the second," says be, 
" is like unto it : Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." So close, indeed, is the relation 
between these two Commandments, that (as we 
learn from St. John) " he, who loveth God, must 
love his brother also." * This, then, is the rule, by 
which all the Commandments of the second 
Table must be interpreted. Our love of God, 
we see, cannot be perfect, unless we also love our 
neighbour : and, if that love be sincere, we shall 
find the Commandments, illustrated by its light, a 
sufficient guide to the whole range of our social 
obligations. 

The fifth Commandment commences the 

1 1 John iv. 21. 
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order of duties, which we owe to our neighbours, 
with the honour due from children to their par en ts* 
It is remarkable, that this is the only Command-* 
ment, in the second Table, delivered in a positive 
form : and we may further observe, that it is dis- 
tinguished from all others by a promise of temporal 
reward to those who should obey it. " Honour thy 
Father and thy Mother, that thy day* may be 
long in the land, which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee" The rank, which it obtains in this Table, 
also bespeaks the importance attached to it : and 
indeed it seems natural, that the first step, in 
descending from our duties to our heavenly Father, 
should lead to those, which we owe to our Parents 
upon earth. 

It appears that Parents are here mentioned, not 
merely on their own account, but as the repre- 
sentatives of all earthly superiors: and it has 
never been doubted, that this Commandment im- 
plies a ready and cheerful submission, not only to 
parental authority, but, in due proportion, to all, 
whom office or custom, rank or station, pre-emi- 
nence of character, or priority of years, has ex- 
alted above us in the scale of society. But, how 
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differently must we be disposed towards tke ful- 
filment of this obligation, if we regard it as eon* 
nected with the love of our neighbour ! And it is 
sufficiently obvious, that this principle must per- 
vade every branch of the duty here enjoined, 
from the single consideration — that the descrip- 
tion of superiors, whom the Commandment has 
selected to represent and include that of all others, 
are— our parents ; — persons, whom it is impossible 
to contemplate but with sentiments of affection. 
It is by the love which we bear to them, that 
every act of obedience, every compliance with 
their wishes, every respectful attention paid to 
their comfort or their credit, becomes converted 
from a duty into a pleasure ; and, in like manner, 
by combining a feeling of benevolence with a 
sense of duty, the submission paid to every other 
species of superior will assume that character of 
cordial respect and grateful attention, which the 
inducements of fear and compulsion alone would 
never have conferred upon it. 

Moreover, as the love of God is inseparable from 
a sense of gratitude for his goodness to man, or 
rather, perhaps, is almost entirely composed of that 
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sentiment ; so is tbe love of our parents in great 
measure prompted and animated by our conscious- 
ness of their affection for us, and of the innumerable 
advantages which, from our early youth, and es- 
pecially in the helpless period of infancy, their in- 
cessant care has procured for us. But, if we 
must acknowledge ourselves bound by a similar, 
though inferior obligation to princes and rulers, 
to magistrates, to instructors, and especially to 
our spiritual teachers and guides (which surely no 
one can withhold, who recollects, what he owes 
both individually, and as a member of society, to 
their vigilance and zeal), why should not our 
dutiful dispositions towards them also be refined 
and exalted by the motive of sincere and hearty 
good- will ? Of their authority we think only with 
awe ; but, when we reflect, in how great a degree 
their time, their thoughts, their labour and solici- 
tude, are devoted to the service of the community, 
narrow and selfish must be our hearts, if our sense 
of duty towards them is not warmed and stimu- 
lated by that of gratitude and love* 

All relative duties are, of course, reciprocal: 
and, as the benefits, conferred by parents upon 
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children, and, generally, by all, who exercise a 
legitimate authority oyer others, are the natural 
foundation of that love and respect which is due 
to them ; so is it taken for granted, in this Com- 
mandment, and in every rule of duty derivable 
from it, that they are not deficient in extending 
that protection and support to all, who depend 
upon them, which it is equally their duty to afford* 
The remaining Commandments of this Table 
assume throughout a negative or prohibitory form ; 
enjoining, nevertheless, by unavoidable inference, 
the most important positive duties : by which con- 
sideration, added to that of the length to which 
their subjects extend, I am induced to regard the 
point, at which we are now arrived, as the most 
convenient close for our present reflections. 
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LECTURE XL 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

Matt. xxn. 37—40. 

Jesus said unto him : Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great Commandment. And the second is 
like unto it : Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyseff. On these two Commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. 

In addressing you recently upon the subject 
suggested by these words, I first endeavoured to 
demonstrate, in a general point of view, how 
greatly the extent of the duties, enumerated in 
the Ten Commandments, is enlarged, and their 
character exalted, by applying to them that golden 
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rule of interpretation, which the passage now re- 
cited sets before us. " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart ; and thy neighbour 
as thyself." This rule, as I then observed, our 
blessed Saviour derived and adopted from the 
precepts of Moses ; whose followers, hitherto, did 
oot appear to have discovered the value of this 
sublime lesson. I then proceeded to expound,, 
upon that principle, the Commandments of the 
first Table, comprising our duty towards God; 
and also, the fifth, or first of the second Table, 
containing our duty towards earthly superiors; 
exemplified by that which we owe to our parents. 

Our attention will now be claimed by the re- 
maining Commandments of the second Table. 
From the negative terms, in which these Com- 
mandments are conceived, it might appear to be 
their design, merely to protect the person, the 
domestic comforts, the property, and the character 
of our neighbour from direct and gross violation ; 
but, whoever examines them, with the recollec- 
tion, that he is bound to love his neighbour as 
himself, will feel, at every step, that he is here 
virtually called upon, not only to abstain from in- 
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juring him, but, on every occasion, to adopt that 
line of conduct towards his neighbour, by which 
his reasonable enjoyment of those blessings may 
be positively promoted : and, while he thus ac- 
knowledges the duty of assisting him in the attain- 
ment of temporal good, will so much the more 
hold himself bound to lend him all possible aid in 
the pursuit of his future and spiritual welfare, in 
proportion as the value of the body is exceeded by 
that of the soul, arid that of time, by eternity. 

Let us, then, resume the application of these 
principles to the letter of the Commandments. 

Of all the injuries which a man can inflict upon 
his neighbour, the most revolting to the feelings of 
humanity, though perhaps not always the most 
pernicious in its consequences, is that of taking 
away his life. An instinctive horror of bloodshed 
seems to be impressed originally upon every 
mind. How, then, shall any Christian endure to 
shed the blood of one who is emphatically his bro- 
ther, and for whose salvation his Lord and Sa- 
viour bled upon the cross? Yet it is certain, 
that, under the malign influence of ungovertied 
passions; this natural reluctance is frequently 
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overpowered ; and even, that human life, on some 
occasions, is wasted with wanton and barbarous 
prodigality. 

Murder, therefore, has been fixed upon, in the 
sixth Commandment, as the object of express 
and direct prohibition ; but it is obvious that the 
purpose of this command, taking it as merely 
negative, cannot be less than to protect the per- 
son of our neighbour from every species of injury. 
It requires, perhaps, no inspired rule of interpre- 
tation, to discover, that whatever wilful act may 
tend, in any way, to shorten the days of another, 
or to deprive him of the use or comfort of his 
limbs, must be a breach of this Commandment : 
nor is it difficult to perceive, that every temptation, 
wilfully thrown in his way, to injure his health by 
acts of intemperance or excess, is a wanton con- 
tempt and disregard of his life. 

But, will the Christian rule — the rule of love 
— be satisfied with abstaining from these personal 
injuries ; and will it stop short at mere negative 
duties? Will not sincere benevolence proceed, 
on all just occasions, and in every reasonable de-> 
gree, to exert itself in guarding him from the 
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assaults or malicious designs of others ; and in 
promoting the health, soundness, and vigour of his 
body, so nearly connected with that of his mind ? 
The love of ourselves, we all certainly feel, is by 
no means limited to the desire of avoiding all ac- 
tual suffering or inconvenience : and, if this be 
really made (as we are taught to make it) the 
standard of our love towards our neighbour, we 
shall be anxious to procure, for him also, the en- 
joyment of every positive comfort, to which the 
perfection of his health and bodily faculties may 
be essential ; and the attainment of that honour- 
able and vigorous " length of days," which is so 
often and expressively described as » a good old 
age." Malignant passions, on the contrary, fax 
from leaving room for any delight in the prosperity 
of another, make every advantage, which he pos- 
sesses, a distinct source of jealousy and envy : 
and the very wish to witness the extinction of his 
comforts, or to see any evil befal him, is charac- 
terised in the Scriptures as a species of murder : 
" Whoso hateth his brother," says St. John, " is 
a murderer. 

But, if the life of the body is held thus pre- 
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cious ;— if the design to destroy it excites so orach 
horror, when exposed, and incurs so deep a stain 
of guilt, even when harboured in secret: what 
shall be thought of those, who, as far as lies in 
their power, murder the soul of their neighbour! 
—who, while they corrupt his body with allure- 
ments to intemperance, are poisoning his mind 
with profane and immoral discourse ;— with such 
notions and principles, as make virtue and vice 
appear indifferent in his eyes ; opinion a bubble, 
and religion a jest? Yet, how many may be 
found, who unfeelingly inflict this deepest and 
most atrocious of all injuries, upon one, whom 
they call their friend ; while, perhaps, if the de- 
struction of his body, to the contemplation of which 
they are less accustomed, were abruptly proposed 
to them, they would not think of it without shud- 
dering ! 

The next branch of human concerns, in which 
the authority of a Divine command has been in- 
terposed, is the strong interest, which every man 
feels, in the affections and chastity of his wife; 
and every woman, in that of her husband. The 
name of husband or wife describes that inseparable 
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companion, that tender, affectionate, and confiden- 
tial friend, whom in liny other shape, no person 
could ever hope to obtain ; — associated in all the 
variations of fortune, of station, and of age ; hav- 
ing one common offspring; a partner of joy in 
prosperity— of suffering, or of consolation, in dis- 
tress. Who, then, can be surprised, that, next to 
the life of our neighbour, we should be commanded 
to respect this important and comprehensive source 
of his well-being ? 

Accordingly, the seventh Commandment 
forbids us to commit adultery : that is, in the di- 
rect acceptation of the terms;— to corrupt the 
person of any one, living under the tie of wedlock* 
But, whoever sincerely desires to refrain from 
every kind or degree of injury to his neighbour, 
will not fail to reflect, what is the tendency of this 
offence, in all its bearings, and for what reasons 
it is prohibited. When it is considered, what 
kind of connection is that, which the crime of 
adultery weakens, or dissolves ; — how various and 
extended are the comforts, which it destroys ;— 
how far more serious is the injury done to the, 
mind of the party seduced, than even to the rights 
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of the party offended; and how irreparable the 
mischief entailed upon both : — when these points, 
I repeat, are maturely weighed ; it is impossible to 
doubt, that what the prohibition was principally 
designed to guard against, was — the consequences 
of the crime ; and that, whatever tends to produce 
effects so pernicious, must share the guilt of the 
cause. 

What Christian, then, with the benevolent 
maxims of his pure and Divine Lawgiver before 
his eyes, could allow himself to take a single step 
— to utter a single word, which might possibly 
lead to adultery in the end, or from which these, 
or similar consequences to his neighbour, could 
possibly flow? Who would not endeavour on 
such principles, and with such motives, to guard 
his language, his looks, and even his thoughts, 
from habits of voluptuousness or levity ? 

But, if the love of our neighbour operates thus 
forcibly to forbid not only the seduction of married 
persons, but the pursuit of any course tending to 
seduce or mislead them, or to abet and encourage 
them in vicious indulgences already commenced ; 
it must also prohibit similar conduct towards those 
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who are unmarried. Though these have not hus- 
bands or wives, they may have brethren or sisters, 
or other near and affectionate friends, by whom 
the disgrace and injury may be deeply and per- 
manently felt* The comfort of our neighbour is 
open to serious injury by offences of this class, 
(especially, if he is of a humane and charitable 
disposition) even in connections of a lower order ; 
— for example — in his domestic servants: and — 
with respect to the individuals so corrupted — 
whatever be their condition, it is, to themselves, a 
fatal and irreparable calamity. 

Hence, therefore, it must be inferred, that thia 
Commandment implies a general observance of 
purity. 

The next interest of our neighbour to be consi- 
dered, is that of his worldly possessions. 

That the eighth Commandment is sufficiently 
fulfilled, by literally refraining from the act of 
stealing; — that is— from taking our neighbour's 
goods, either by force or fraud ; — few persons, I 
presume, have ever imagined. It must always 
have been concluded, that every man, who en- 
deavours to appropriate to himself, however ob- 
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liquely, what does not in justice belong to him, or 
to increase his own property at the expense of his 
neighbours, is guilty of a breach of this law* 
Bat — what says the voice of the Gospel — what 
does brotherly love suggest, in connection with 
this branch of morality ? Does it encourage us to 
sit down satisfied, because we have not, ourselves, 
done any wrong to our neighbour V Shall we rest 
upon this, as a sufficient proof, that we " love him 
as ourselves ?" He, who can delight to see the 
property of his neighbour even casually impaired ; 
much more — he who can encourage others in wast- 
ing it by rapine or oppression — is so far from liv- 
ing him, that he appears rather to hate him right 
sore, even as though he were his enemy. Nor 
can that man abound in Christian charity, who, 
when his neighbour is threatened with loss or 
spoliation of his goods, can look on with indif- 
ference, and, without one effort in his favour, 
abandon him to his fate* 

But, again ; as my neighbour may severely feel 
the loss of that, which I unjustly take — or suffer 
to be taken — away from him; may he not also 
severely — fatally — feel the want of that, which I 
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uncharitably withhold from him, when I myself 
need it not; which the Divine bounty has en- 
trusted, — has lent to me, for the use of those who 
need it ; while I, on the contrary, am either ac- 
cumulating it in hoards, or dissipating it in ex- 
travagance ? Very little different, in the Christian 
view of things, is the one case from the other : 
and not only is he, who refuses to relieve the 
wants of a necessitous brother, held to be inca* 
pable of loving him ; but his capacity to love God 
is also denied : — " Whoso hath this world's goods, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
*he love of God in him V 9 ' 

A sufficient rule having thus been established 
in what relates to property; the ninth Com* 
MANDMENT proceeds to issue a law, equally con- 
cise in form, and yet equally extensive in its bear- 
ings, for the protection of credit and reputation. 

" Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour." That is — directly and literally — 
Thou shalt not invent or circulate any unfounded 

1 1 John iii. 17. 
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tale, to the prejudice of thy neighbour's character. 
And, perhaps, many of the Jews, in our Saviour's 
time, in like manner as they conceived that per* 
jury, or swearing falsely, was the only crime for- 
bidden in the third Commandment, imagined, that 
the only practice, prohibited in the ninth, was de- 
famation, or calumny. There may also be modern 
Christians, in name, at least, whose scruples do 
not extend much farther. " I bear no false wit- 
ness against my neighbour ; but — may I not bear 
true witness against him ?" Certainly, on due oc- 
casion ! When it will manifestly answer some good 
purpose; when it is more consistent with true 
charity, to display his faults, than to conceal them ; 
when it is become necessary to caution the unwary 
against his iniquitous and crafty designs. But, 
when the question is this — whether I may lawfully 
disseminate a tale (however well founded) adapted 
to lay op6n a good man to the scorn of the profligate, 
and to bring him into suspicion with the prudent 
and scrupulous;— whether a single act, or a few 
acts, or even a habit of infirmity, which I happen to 
have detected in a person generally useful, bene- 
volent, and respectable, may properly be exposed 
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to the gaze and censure of the vulgar :— the answer 
must be decidedly in the negative. Such an ex- 
posure could not conduce to any desirable end, 
but might goad a feeling and irritable mind into 
recklessness and despair. Observe the character 
of Christian charity, as it is described by St. Paul : 
" Charity thinketh no evil : — rejoiceth not in in* 
iquity; beareth all things; helieveth all things; 
hopeth all things ; endureth all things." ' 

It is by no means, therefore, the mere truth of 
a fact, which will always justify the publication of 
it : and, in most cases, less injury will be done 
by an improbable falsehood, than by a malicious 
truth. 

But Christian love will go much farther, than 
to the suppression of needless, unseasonable, or 
dangerous communications of truth on its own 
part. It will endeavour to counteract the malice 
of others ; to repair the breaches thus made in a 
deserving character, and to cheer the spirit that 
it sees drooping under reproach: reserving its 
severity for the reformation, if possible, of those 

1 1 Cor. xjii. 
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fools described by Solomon, who " cast about 
firebrands," find say — " Am I not in sport?" 

We are bow arrived at the tenth Command- 
ment* which points out the way to the most per- 
fect compliance with all that have preceded it. 
When it is said — "Thou shalt not covet "— -it is 
virtually said — Thou shalt " keep thy heart with 
all diligence/' ' that thou fall not into that carnal 
and corrupt state of mind, which may endanger 
thy obedience to any of God's commandments. 

Desire, or concupiscence, is the gate of sin : 
but he, who never covets what is unlawful,, is in 
little danger of any criminal pursuit. And here, 
again, " love is the fulfilling of the law ;" for no 
man, who truly loves God, can cherish hopes and 
encourage desires, which he knows to be highly 
displeasing to Him : nor is it possible, that any 
one, who loves his neighbour as himself, should 
harbour even a secret wish, inconsistent either 
with his rights, or with his happiness. 

With respect, then, to the religious and social 
duties, so briefly but clearly enumerated in the 

1 Prov. iv. 23, 
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Tea Commandments, the advantage of an inter- 
pretation, derived from the principles laid down 
by our blessed Lord, is already sufficiently plain. 
But the refined and enlarged view of moral obli- 
gations, resulting from this process, will by no 
means terminate here. It forces upon our notice 
a numerous and important class of duties, which, 
though not distinctly named in the Command-* 
ments, are every where implied in them; more 
especially, in the seventh and tenth: and that, 
by so plain and cogent a necessity of inference, 
that, were they denied or neglected, the whole 
fabric both of religion and morality must fall to 
the ground. These are — the duties of temper- 
ance. 

I shall here barely remind you, that the faculty, 
by which our duties either towards God or man 
are originally understood ; by which the rales of 
duty must be remembered and kept in readiness 
for practice ; and, lastly, by which the application 
of them to the conduct of life must be adapted 
to the exigencies of the moment; is that of 
Reason. 

But, herein, reason finds not its path uniformly 

I 
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smooth and easy. It meets with no small oppo- 
sition ia recommending and enforcing what is 
right : and this opposition proceeds entirely from 
the influence of the appetites and passions. No 
act of religion, of justice, or of charity, can be 
required of us, which some sensual desire pr per* 
verse inclination may not endeavour to iippede or 
counteract. IJence arises the necessity qi self- 
eontroul, in the several branches of temperance, 
soberness, and chastity ; — duties, which thus ap- 
pear to be strictly connected with all others, and 
essential to their fulfilment. Can a man in- 
toxicated with wine — I may add — with anger, 
with envy, with avarice, with ambition, with 
voluptuousness — be capable of rational piety ; or, 
indeed, of any piety at all? Can he engage to be 
either just or benevolent towards his neighbour ;— • 
in short — to refrain from any species of injury, 
either to bis person, his property, his rights as a 
husband or as a father, his good name, or his 
peace of mind ? 

Hence, therefore, we may collect, that the love 
of God and of man equally urge us to adopt the 
admirable counsel of St. Paul : " Walk in the 
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spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh." 1 " Every man, that striveth for the 
mastery, is temperate in all things/' * And these 
precepts he confirms by his own example : " I 
(therefore) keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection : lest that by any means, when I hare 
preached to others, I myself should be a cast-away.*' 
Thus do the Ten Commandments, when eluci- 
dated by the divine principle of universal Love, 
appear to be a comprehensive epitome of all moral 
duties : — duties, which a Christian is the more 
concerned to imprint upon his mind, as it is the 
very basis of his profession, to perceive and ac- 
knowledge, on the one hand, how absolutely he is 
bound to a strict and undeviating fulfilment of 
them, if he would presume, on the ground of 
obedience, to claim acceptance with his Maker; 
and, on the other hand, (consulting his own heart, 
his own experience, and the general history of 
mankind) how utterly incapable is fallen man of 
attaining such perfection, as must, in that %ase, be 
required of him. 

1 Gal. v. 16. » 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
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Under this view of our spiritual state, we shall 
comprehend, in what sense, and how truly, it has 
been said, that " the strength of sin is the Law ;" ' 
and shall most thankfully embrace that gracious 
offer, which leaving still the law as a standard for 
our conduct, and a guide to our endeavours, has 
opened a door to mercy for all mankind ; requiring, 
only a hearty repentance and true faith, instead of 
unsinning righteousness ; and, by the blood of a 
crucified and spotless Redeemer, reconciling a 
guilty world to its offended God. 

1 1 Cor. xt. 56. 
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LECTURE XII. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION. 

IF 

1 Cor. xi. 26. 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cap, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 

To complete our view of the form of worship 
ordinarily observed in our Church, nothing would 
now remain, but to turn our attention to that por- 
tion of the Communion-service, which is ap- 
pointed " to be said on Sundays and other holi- 
days, when there is no Communion :" * but, since 
no religious ordinance can be more important in 
its design, or more solemn in its form, than that 
of the holy Table (which, indeed, in primitive 

1 -See Rubric at the end of the Communion-service. 
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times, was an indispensable part of the daily ser- 
vice, and is still celebrated, in many *of our 
churches, on every sabbath), we shall do better by 
extending our observations to the whole. 

The " Order of administration of the Lord's 
Supper/' according to the usage of our Church, is 
so constructed, as to form, iu itself, a full and en- 
tire Service. It not only provides for every branch 
of divine worship; — for confession, absolution, 
thanksgiving, petition, and intercession ; — but 
abounds (perhaps, beyond any other part of the 
Liturgy) with instructions applicable to every par- 
ticular both of our faith and practice. 

But the peculiar character of this sublime Office 
is its power to revive, in every soul not absolutely 
dead to all sense both of piety and of its own ac- 
tual condition, those penetrating impressions and 
salutary convictions, which, amidst the allurements 
and distractions of the world, may long have lain 
dormant. Commemorating the last sufferings of 
Him, who gave his body to extreme tortures, and 
abed his blood upon the Cross, for our Redemp- 
tion ; and having been founded, for this purpose, 
upon his express mandate ; it makes: so direct and 
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powerful an appeal to our love and gratitude, as 
may excite the penitent sinner to an effort of reso* 
lution, self-command, and amendment of life, 
which no ordinary act of religion might ever have 
effected. 

While the Communion-service is thus admirably 
adapted both " to strengthen such as do stand/' 
and " to raise up them that fall/' its pious authors, 
with singular judgment and discretion, proceed by 
gentle and gradual steps in this great work : first, 
by the recital of the Ten Commandments, and of 
the Epistle and Gospel appointed for the day, re- 
minding us of those practical duties, wherein we 
may have failed ; and next, reviving our faith by 
the rehearsal of the Creed ; reserving the assump- 
tion of a more solemn and pathetic tone for those 
parts of the service, in which the great sacrifice 
for sin, and the benefits which mankind derive 
from it, are directly typified, and brought home to 
the senses of those who partake in them. 

A Sacrament, expressly instituted to commemo- 
rate the closing scene of our blessed Saviour's 
life, and the painful accomplishment of his bene* 
ficent mission, is appropriately introduced by that 
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comprehensive prayer, which he himself has taught 
us* To be convinced that this prayer affords an 
opening most suitable to the occasion, we have 
only to observe, how exactly it runs parallel Krrth 
all the impressions, which this service is designed 
to produce : for therein we " desire our Lord 
God to send us his grace, that we may worship 
him, serve him, and obey him, as we oiigfet to 
do ;" * to guard us against all temptation, and to 
deliver us from all sin : while, at the same time, 
we profess our entire and sincere forgiveness of 
all, who may have trespassed against us, as the 
only plea, on which we can found a hope, that our 
own trespasses may be forgiven. 
. In the same spirit, we are next united in an 
earnest petition, that, by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, we may be endowed with purity of 
thought, and with a perfect love and fear of God : 
•»— a frame of mind highly necessary, indeed, in 
every act, by which man approaches his Creator, 
but, for the due partaking of this holy rite, pecu- 
liarly indispensable* 

1 Church-catechism. 
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The propriety of introducing the Ten Command- 
ments, as the next step in this service, will be 
sufficiently apparent from various considerations. 
The end of all religion is practical obedience and 
holiness ; but, on this occasion, it is the more im- 
mediately necessary, that the thoughts of the con- 
gregation should be directed to a summary view 
of all their duties, whether towards God or man ; 
in order that every one may recollect, wherein he 
may himself have transgressed ; and, inwardly 
confessing his sins, and humbling himself before 
God, may sue for pardon of the past, and grace 
for the future. 

And here, as in all our other Services, a Collect 
is provided for the blessing of God upon our 
Sovereign ; — that, by the Divine aid, his subjects 
may prosper under his government, and himself 
be happy in the love and obedience of his people. ' 

Then follows the recital of the Creed : that, as 
faith is not less required, than repentance, of those 

1 This prayer was very properly thus placed in the 
early part of the service, that it might not interfere with 
the immediate and peculiar object of the occasion* . 
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who come to the Lord's Sapper, it might be the 
more distinctly impressed upon the minds of com* 
jnunicants, what are the benefits, which they here 
acknowledge and commemorate, and by what 
wonderful means they were procured. 

At this point of the service, while the proper 
officers are collecting the alms and oblations, 1 
select sentences of Scripture are read, recommend* 
ing the duty of alms-giving : and these sentences, 
forming what is called the Offertory, have been 
chosen with peculiar felicity ; for they not only" 
depict, in the most engaging colours, the various 
advantages aiid blessings, temporal and eternal, 
annexed to this duty; but remind us, in what 
spirit — with what dispositions — it should be dis- 
charged : shewing, that true charity must come 
from the heart ; that " the Lord loveth a cheerful 

4 

giver ;" — that they, who are rich in " this world/' 
should be " ready to give, and glad to distribute :" 



' The origin of these distinct terms is— that, of the 
sums thus collected, a part (called the oblations) was ap- 
propriated to the minister, and the remainder (called 
*lms) to the poor. 
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— that God is " not unrighteous, that he will for* 
gat our works, and labour that proceedeth of 
low;" and, that " he* that hath pity upon the 
poor, lendeth unto the Lord." 

Next in order to the Offertory, follows a prayer 
" for the whole state of Christ's Church, militant 
here in earth." The word " militant," as applied 
to the Christian Church, will easily he understood 
hy, every one, who recollects, that a Christian is a 
soldier of Christ ;— that our contest with sin, the 
world, and the Devil, is always represented in the 
Scriptures as a spiritual warfare ; and that we are 
there called upon to fight the good fight 1 of faith 
and perseverance, and to " put upon us the whole 
armour of God."* In every age, the whole 
Christian community, and every individual mem- 
ber of it, has been engaged in this warfare : still, 
to this hour, are we bound, as we value our souls, 
to maintain and prosecute it ; and never wiH the 
strife be finally extinguished, till mortality shall 
cease, and death be swallowed up in victory. 
The first part of this prayer, alleging the an- 

' 1 Tim. vi. 12. » Ephes. *i, 1 1. 
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thority of St. Paul " for the practice of general 
intercession, directs us humbly to intercede for 
the maintenance of truth, unity, and concord, in 
the universal Church ; — that all, who confess the 
name of Christ, may agree in the right under- 
standing of the Holy Scriptures, and live in love 
and harmony with each other. 

With the same view to the peace and well- 
being of the Christian world, we are taught to 
implore the Divine protection for all Christian 
princes and governors, especially, for our own 
sovereign ; that both they, and all who act under 
their authority, and in aid of their government, 
may be disposed and enabled to maintain religion, 
and justice, tranquillity, and brotherly love, in the 
several nations, over which they preside. 

Next to civil rulers, our heavenly Father is 
entreated for our spiritual pastors, the Bishops 
and Curates of our Church ; that they may truly 
set forth and exemplify the word of God, and re- 
commend, by their lives, the doctrines which they 
preach : and, with an appropriate reference . to 

1 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
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the immediate occasion, it is added, — " that they 
may rightly and duly administer the holy Sacra- 
ments," And> that the people, on their part, may 
be prepared to profit by the spiritual care and 
instruction provided for them, we pray, that God 
would be pleased to send his " heavenly grace to 
all people, that, with meek heart and due re* 
Terence, they may hear and receive his holy 
word, truly serving him in holiness and righteous- 
ness all the days of their life." 

This general intercession is followed by an 
humble supplication for those " who are in trou- 
ble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adver- 
sity ;" and by an offering of thanks and praise to 
Almighty God, " for those who are departed this 
life in his faith and fear ;" having thus secured 
to themselves a crown of salvation, and leaving 
to their surviving friends a source of comfort, 
which no other thought could bestow. 

Finally, we pray for grace, that we may our- 
selves be enabled to follow their good examples, 
and become partakers with them of the kingdom 
of heaven. 

To this most earnest, devout and comprehensive 
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prayer, the minister subjoins, whan there is no 
Communion, one of the six Collects, directed, 
in that case, " to be used after the Offertory* at 
his discretion;" after which, the priest, or the 
bishop, " if he be present/' dismisses the con- 
gregation with a solemn blessing, chiefly taken 
from St. . Paul's Epistle to the Pbilippians : 1 in 
which he prays, that " the peace of God" may 
" keep their hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord ;" and that the blessing of the Holy Trinity 
maty " be amongst them, and remain with them 
always." 
It is with evident propriety appointed, that, 

» 

thus far, the Communion-service shall be used 
" on Sundays and other holidays," when there is 
no actual Communion ; for, by adding the Nicene 
Creed, the Ten Commandments, and the Epistle 
and Gospel for the day, it renders the Service 
much more complete and instructive: and the 
prayer " for the Church of Christ militant upon 
earth," together with the solemn benediction of 

1 Phil. iv. 7- 
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the bishop or priest, forms a most appropriate and 
affecting close to the whole. 

Here, then, the Morninguservice concludes, 
when the Lord's Supper is not celebrated; but, 
when there is a Communion, the priest proceeds 
to a most serious and affecting exhortation, 
addressed to those who intend to partake of it : 
strongly representing to them the necessity of 
putting the question to their own hearts, whether 
they are prepared to receive that holy Sacrament 
with a true penitent heart and lively faith, and in 
a state of charity with all men; representing also 
the danger of receiving it unworthily ;— that is— 
with malice or envy in their hearts ; without re* 
penting of their sins, or believing in that sacrifice 
of the cross, which they are then proposing to 
commemorate* In all which precautions, this ex- 
hortation adopts exactly the same ground, as had 
been taken in that, which accompanies the pre- 
vious notice of an intended Communion : for, 
therein likewise, repentance and faith are required 
as indispensable conditions ; the duty of self-ex- 
amination on those subjects is equally Urged ; dnd 
the danger of unworthily receiving the holy Sa^ 
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crament is set forth in similar terms. But, be- 
cause the language employed in describing this 
* danger has very frequently been misunderstood; 
let us pause to consider, what is truly meant by 
the term — " receiving unworthily ;" and wherein 
the danger attached to it actually consists. 

The phrase, by which the Exhortation in the 
body of the service expresses that danger, is that 
of " eating and drinking their own damnation." 
In the preparatory admonition it is likewise de- 
clared, that " to those, who receive unworthily, 
it doth nothing, but increase their damnation." 
By this strong term, to which, by custom, we now 
annex the notion of eternal punishment, nothing 
more was meant, at the time when these forms 
were drawn up, than the imputation of sinfulness, 
subject, until it be done away by repentance, to 
the just displeasure of God. 

But St. Paul himself, on whose first Epistle to 
the Corinthians this passage in the Exhortation is 
founded, has also furnished grounds for the ex- 
planation of it. 

In the first place, the Apostle has expressly 
described the kind of profanation, on which this 
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alarming sentence is pronounced, as not only a 
gross instance of inattention to the design of this 
sacred rite, but a flagrant abuse and perversion 
of it 

To comprehend this rightly, we must remember, 
that, as this Sacrament was instituted by onr 
Lord at the Paschal Supper, it was at first 
naturally proposed to unite it with a public re- 
past ; and this form might be the rather preferred, 
as affording an opportunity at once of feeding the 
poor, and engaging them to join in this pious 
solemnity. But this experiment was soon re- 
linquished ; probably, on account of the abuses, to 
which, at a very early period, it was found to be 
exposed. " In eating," says St. Paul, " every 
one taketh, before other, his own supper; and 
one is hungry (that is— greedy) and another is 
drunken." ' 

No wonder, then, that it was found expedient 
to make the tables, provided for the poor, a 
separate institution; nor that the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper was limited, in future, to its 

J 1 Cor. xi. 21. 
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distinct purpose, as a solemn ceremony of re* 
ligion. 

The particular abuse, therefore, which St. 
Paul denounces, can no longer take place : though 
it is still but too possible, in other respects, to re* 
ceive unworthily. 

In the next place, let us hear how St. Paul 
describes the penal consequences of that profane 
receiving, to which he refers. " For this cause," 
says he, " many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep." 1 The unworthy receivers, 
therefore, whom he had immediately in view> 
were threatened, as our form expresses it, " with 
divers diseases, and sundry kinds of death;" — 
both, temporal penalties, and affecting the body 
alone. 

Yet, if we can suppose any person so despe- 
rately profligate, — so lost to all sense both of re- 
ligion and decency, as to join in the form of this 
holy Sacrament, not only, without any conviction 
of the facts, on which it is founded, but with a 
disposition to scoff at the institution, and to de- 

1 1 Cor. xi. 30. 
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spise those who rely upon its efficacy, we cannot 
hesitate to pronounce, that such a person receives 
most unworthily; and, in whatever sense the 
sentence of damnation, passed upon such wilful 
and daring 1 profanation, might be understood, no 
one will deny, that it must be just and merited. 
But this is an extreme of blasphemous audacity-; 
such as, in the present state of society, is very un- 
likely to occur. 

In a less criminal degree, we have reason to 
fear that many receive unworthily. It is no light 
offence, to partake of the holy Communion neg- 
ligently, without due preparation, — without self- 
examination . or serious thought ; and, conse- 
quently, without any just sense of its design and 
importance. Nor can this careless attendance 
upon the Sacrament be free from a high degree 
of danger : for, how can such receivers be sup- 
posed either to be actuated by a lively faith in 
Christ, or truly to repent of their sins, or to be 
assured, whether they are in charity with all 
•men? This, indeed, is an error, to which all 
persons, who attend chiefly through habit, or to 
maintain the appearance of a decent attention to 
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the duties of religion, are but too liable. The 
spiritual state, however, of such persons, and the 
danger, which they incur, of the divine vengeance, 
depends less upon their unworthy receiving the 
Sacrament, than upon the course of life, which 
makes them unworthy to receive it. In propor- 
tion as their fault may be the result of inadvert- 
ence, it is the more probable, that they may some 
time become sensible of their guilt and danger ; 
and, on sincere repentance, expressed by a 
punctual and reverent attendance, in future, upon 
the holy table, their capacity of pardon and ac- 
ceptance is no more doubtful, than that of any 
other, transgressor of the divine laws. 

And this distinction, between a presumptuous 
profanation, and a negligent receiving, of the 
holy Sacrament, is the more necessary to be ob- 
served, because many persons make their con- 
sciousness of sin an excuse for a total neglect of 
this ordinance. He who alleges his own sinful- 
ness, as rendering him unfit to become a guest at 
the holy table, might as well plead, that it dis- 
qualifies him to offer his prayers to the Almighty, 
either in public or private : for the same frame of 
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mind is requisite for the one, as for the other, and 
the same offence committed by a hypocritical pre* 
tence to piety in either case. Let any man put 
the question to himself — whether he would be at 
a loss for an answer to those, who might object to 
his attendance upon divine worship, as being a 
notorious sinner? ' I am indeed a sinner/ he 
might say ; ' perhaps, a grievous one : and my 
own conscience but too plainly reproaches me 
with my sins. " They have taken such hold upon 
me, that I am not able to look up." ' But I have 
therefore the greater need to throw myself en- 
tirely upon God's, mercy. It is He, who has said, 
by the mouth of his prophet, " Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him turn unto the Lord, for he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon." * — " I will go, there- 
fore, into his tabernacle, and fall low on my knees 
before his footstool." 3 There, perhaps, awed 
and inspired by the majesty of the place, and em 
couraged by the example of others, I may be 

1 Psalm xl. 12. * Isaiah 1?. 7. ' Psalm cxxxii. 7. 
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effectually disposed to amend my ways. There, 
his grace may penetrate my soul, and give birth 
to firm and indelible resolutions of amendment/ 
Who would be so arrogant, — so cruel, — as to say 
to that man — * Stay till thou art better ; thou 
art not holy enough to join with me in prayer/—? 
The same argument applies, if possible, more 
strongly, to the case of the sinful but penitent 
and humble communicant; who may entertain, 
and with good reason, a pious hope, that this 
holy rite may inspire him with grace and reso- 
lution, to which, without it, he might never have 
attained. What sinner, thus lowly disposed, and 
devoutly trusting, that he may receive the holy 
Sacrament to his soul's health, may not rest as* 
•uredthat he is, so far, worthy to receive it? 

We are now arrived at that part of this Ser- 
vice, which is more immediately preparatory to 
the consecration and participation of the holy 
elements; commencing most naturally with the 
•enfeasion of sins; but this will be reserved for 
future consideration. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION. 

1 Cor. xi. 26. 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 

Wu are now called upon to consider those parts 
*f the Communion-service, to which all, that we 
have hitherto examined, is merely preparatory; 
namely, the consecration and administra- 
tion of the holy elements. 

When the minds of the congregation hare been 
duly disposed, by the preceding forms, and, es- 
pecially, by the earnest and comprehensive Ex- 
hortation, for the immediate celebration of the 
Lord's Supper; the priest solemnly invites all 
such of them, as " truly repent them of their 
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sins, and are in love and charity with their neigh- 
bours, and intend to lead a new life/' to " draw 
near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to 
their comfort ;" first, upon their knees, making an 
humble confession to Almighty God, and receiv- 
ing an assurance of his forgiveness, that they may 
approach his altar with pure, faithful, and tranquil 
minds. 

The office of Confession here prescribed is, 
in form, though not in substance, entirely distinct 
from that which is introduced in the Morwng-f. 
prayer; and may justly be characterised as tk* 
most full and affecting, that could be devised. 
It expresses, with energetic solemnity, those feel- 
ings and sentiments, which, though they should 
sever fail, at any time, to possess the heart of a 
Christian, are, on this occasion, peculiarly de- 
manded:— the most profound humility; th* 
deepest consciousness of sin ; the utmost grief, 
for having provoked the Lord to anger ; the most 
entire faith in the merits of Christ to obtain the 
forgiveness of God for all that is past ; and the 
most earnest desire of divine grace, that we may 
serve and please him for the future. All which 
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is so worded, that, whilst the most inveterate sin- 
ner cannot say more, it becomes not any child of 
Adam to presume that he may say less. 

Of the form of Absolution, directed " to be 
pronounced by the priest (or bishop, if he be pre- 
sent),", nothing farther needs to be remarked, 1 
than, that — referring to the promise of God's 
mercy and forgiveness " to all, that with hearty 
repentance and true faith turn unto him" — the 
priest makes it his prayer, that the people, to 
whom it is addressed, may, accordingly, be " par- 
doned and delivered from all their sins, confirmed 
?nd strengthened in all goodness, and brought," in 
the end, " to everlasting life ;" and the people 
adopt this prayer as their own, by subjoining 
'< Amen" at the close of it. 

That no doubt, however, may remain, of the 
Divine mercy, extended through Christ to all 
penitent sinners; four of the most explicit and 
remarkable texts of Scripture to that effect are 
here Aied : two, from the mouth of ottr Lord 



1 See Appendix (A); — where the subject of Absolution 
ii fully discussed. 
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himself, recorded by St. Matthew and St. John ; 
and the' other two, from the Epistles of St. John 
and St. Paul. The people then proceed, under 
the guidance of the minister, to offer thanks and 
praise and glory to Almighty God, for this un- 
merited, yet free and universal act of grace: 
reasonably presuming, * that even "Angels, and 
Archangels, and • all the company of heaven," 
must be ready to join with them in this joyful 
acknowledgment : prefacing also their thanksgiv- 
ing, on certain solemn festivals, ' with forms ap* 
propriate to the events commemorated. 

Next follows a prayer, so beautifully adapted, 
in the most simple but strong and pathetic Ian* 
guage, to maintain that deep feeling of devotion 
and humility, which the previous offices must be 
supposed to have excited, that every pious com- 
municant will avail himself, with delight, of a 
vehicle so well suited to those aspirations, which, 
though he feels them rising in his heart, he may 

1 Namely, at Christmas, Easter, and the Ascension, or 
within seven days after each ; on Whit-Sunday, or within 
six days after ; and on Trinity Sunday. . 
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not be able adequately to express. Sufficient, in- 
deed, in itself, is this prayer, to melt the most 
obdurate, if they could be persuaded to join in 
it, into some sense of shame and contrition for 
their sins, and of gratitude to their Redeemer. 
It prays, that, unworthy as we are to trust in our 
own righteousness, yet, through the manifold and 
great mercies of our God, we may be enabled 
" so to eat the flesh of his dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may 
be made dean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood; and that we 
may eVermore dwell in Him, and He in us." If 
these words need any comment, they may be de- 
scribed as expressing an earnest petition,- that we 
may be enabled so faithfully and effectually to re- 
ceive the bread and wine, thus mystically repre- 
senting the body and blood of Christ, as that the 
benefits of his death may thereby be applied to 
our souls ; and that — the true spirit of his Gospel 
henceforth dwelling in us — we may love and adore 
Him, for his boundless mercy and love to mankind, 
and, for his sake, and after his example, may 
abound in love and charity to our brethren. 
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The priest now pronounces the prayer of Gon* 
dECRATtoN ; which is peculiarly framed tor fix 
the attention of the cominunicant, and to confirm 
every sentiment of gratitude and veneration for 
his Maker and Redeemer. On this account; it 
seems highly advisable, that, during this sublime 
office, you should suspend all such private devo- 
tions, as might withdraw your notice from what is 
passing at the holy table, and— not with your Hps, 
indeed, but with intense application of mind — 
fellow the priest closely and diligently throughout 
the whole. ' Herein (having first commemorated 
the all-sufficiency of the atonement made upon 
the Cross for the sins of the world, as the highest 
instance of God's tender mercy to us, his fallen 
and disobedient creatures) the priest devoutly 
prays for himself and the people, that, by receiv- 
ing the sacramental " bread and wine, acoordtog 
to Christ's holy institution," they " n^ay be par- 
takers of his most blessed body and blood." 

1 Tbe repetition of the words of this prayer after the 
minister is obviously improper ; because this office is as 
peculiarly and exclusively his, as the Exhortation or the 
Absolution. 
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Aftd- now, adhering to the precise form of that 
original institution, as described by the Apostles 
and Evangelists, and solemnly laying his hands, as 
he proceeds, upon each of the elements, he sanctifies 
them to represent the body and blood of Christ. 
The preparation is thus complete: and, accord- 
ingly, the minister " first receives the Commu- 
nion himself, in both kinds ;" then, in like manner, 
delivers it to such others of the clergy as may be 
present; and, lastly, " to the people also in or- 
der:" repeating, in every instance, the forms ap+ 
pointed ; which, for that purpose, have been made 
as concise, as could be consistent with a dne and 
clear expression of their object. Yet, brief as 
they are, each of these forms contains not only a 
prayer for the preservation of the body and soul of 
the receiver, by means of the divine grace, con* 
veyed through the medium of the bread or wine 
then administered to him ; but an admonition to a 
devout, faithful, and thankful receiving of it. 

If the pious communicant here seeks for di- 
rection, respecting his own government at the 
moment of receiving ; no mode of deportment ap- 
pears so proper, as a fixed, but silent attention. 
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A secret " Amen ; — so be it !" at the close of 
each form, will make it sufficiently his own; and is 
far better than either a repetition 'of the words 
after the minister, or the use, at that instant, of 
any other prayer, however devout or appropriate. 
For such prayers or thanksgivings (of which many, 
judiciously adapted to the occasion, have been 
provided by the pious care of various learned and 
skilful persons) ample opportunity is afforded, 
during the time when others are partaking: on 
the use of which I shall only remark, that prayers 
for grace appear most proper to precede, and 
thanksgivings, to follow the act of receiving. 
Christian charity may also direct our thoughts, 
during this interval, to an earnest prayer for our 
brethren, who are about to partake of this holy 
Sacrament ; that; if any of them should be de- 
ficient, either in their comprehension of its nature, 
or in their reliance upon its efficacy, their hearts 
may be so penetrated by divine grace, as to be- 
come capable of receiving it with firm faith and 
holy affections; and, consequently, to their soul's 
health. 
When all who are present have thus separately 
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communicated, the congregational devotions are 
resumed; and ,we are called .upon to join pub- 
licly in those praises and thanksgivings, for our 
admission to the benefits of. this holy institution, 
in which we have already been . secretly pouring 
out our hearts to God. This division also. of the 
Service is opened, like the commencement, of it, 
.with, the Lord's Prayer ; after which follow , two 
prayers, either of which may be used at the option 
i>f the minister; both being adapted to express 
■our gratitude to God, for having " vouchsafed,^ 
feed us with the spiritual food of the most pre- 
cious body and blood of his Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ;" and to implore the continuance of 
his grace and guidance/ that/" through faith in 
his blood, we may obtain remission of sins, and all 
other benefits of his passion," and may " become 
heirs, through hope, of his. everlasting kingdom." 

Then is 'said or sung 9 a hymn of praise and 
glory to God, conceived in the most exalted tone 
of love, gratitude and veneration towards the 
holy Trinity in Unity, for all the vast and un- 
speakable mercies, which this entire Service ,bap 
been framed to commemorate* This noble hymn 



is most appropriately opened in the sublime terms 
•f that seraphic song, with which the Angels an- 
nranced the birth of the Messiah : " Glory to 
God on high, and in earth peace, good-will to- 
wards men." What else, indeed, could so highly 
rake and refine our conceptions of those most 
glorious attributes — the goodness and mercy and 
kmg-ftttffering of God— as the wonderful inean*, 
which he has graciously devised, to " take away 
the sins of the world/ 9 and to manifest his " good* 
will towards men," by restoring peace to tlte 
earth 1 In this act of adoration and praise is also 
included a moat earnest supplication to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in his mediatorial character, that 
He, " the Son of the Father, who taketh away 
the sins of the world, who sitteth at the right 
hand of the Father," would " receive our prayer, 
and have mercy upon us:" and this petition We 
are taught to prefer, in full reliance upon his 
power to grant it : acknowledging, that He only 
is *' htAyf H# only is <« the Lord;" He only, 
" with the Holy Ghost," is " most high in the 
glory of God the Father." 
And now, after one of the five Collects sub- 
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joined, at the discretion of the minister, {all of 
them being eminent in the expression of pfety, 
humility, and an entire dependence npote Gad's 
holy inspiration) the congregation are dismissed 
by the priest (or bishop, if he be present) -with 
that solemn blessing, which has already been de- 
scribed and explained. ' ? 

So ends the " Order for the Administration of 
the Lord's Supper :" which if any one, calling 
himself a Christian, presumes to despise, he de- 
spises an ordinance, of all others the most closely 
connected with the essential doctrines and duties 
of his religion; — the best adapted to perfect a 
growing faith, to maintain it when established, or 
to revive it, when sinking into decay ; and bf 
which every one, who joins in it with sincerity, 
must feel himself inspired with fresh gratitude to 
God, renewed love to his neighbour, and increased 
hope, of everlasting life. ' 

Would it were possible, that all they, -who* 
though not otherwise unworthy, hare nevet yet 
(through some unfounded prejudice, or unaceount- 

* * * » 

' See. Lecture XI{. 
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able reluctance) persuaded themselves to partake 
of this holy Communion, could be made sensible, 
how vast is their loss, both of comfort for the pre* 
sent, and hope for the future : — that they could be 
induced, even in private, to read, mark, learn, and 
digest the course and principle of this admirable 
Service;' — to estimate its doctrines, so firmly 
built upon the rock of the Scriptures ;— its argu- 
ments and monitions, so keen and convincing 4— 
its language, so earnest and pathetic, so awful 
and sublime! Then, through the Divine Spirit 
(co-operating with what itself had inspired) might 
the very form and aspect of this sacred Office draw 
them to itself by an irresistible impulse, and leave 
them impressed with no other regret, than that 
they bad not long since become frequent attend* 
ants at the holy Table. 

To this Table all are invited: not by the 
courtesy of man, nor, as you well know, by the 
appointment of man* . It is our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who not only instituted this holy 
Ordinance, but commanded that it should be 
continued; and, by the voice of his ministers, 
earnestly calls upon us to partake of it. With 
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what decency, or with what safety, we can refuse 
to obey this call, it nearly concerns us to reflect. .< 
. Let me now, in bringing this coarse of Lectures 
to. a close, be allowed to remind you once more, 
that the praise, so pre-eminently due to the 
Communion-service, may justly be claimed for 
the whole Order for Morning and Evening Prayer. 
The more closely you examine it, the more plainly 
wiU you • perceive and admire the singular cane, 
judgment, and moderation, and the perfect ac* 
quaintance with the holy Scriptures, which has 
been displayed in the compilation of it* No .cri- 
tical skill, or extent of learning, is requisite, to 
enable you to perceive these merits* All. of you, 
without exception, who read it with sincere and 
earnest attention, may sufficiently judge of them, 
from the effects produced upon your own hearts 
and minds. If it finds any of you, like Felix, 
" almost" persuaded to be Christians, it will leave 
you Christians indeed. If it finds you ignorant, 
or but half acquainted with the faith of the 
Gospel, it will leave you pattern* of knowledge 
and Christian doctrine, built up in Christ, into 
firm pillars of the Church. Lastly ; if it finds you 
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wretched and despairing sinners, it- will leave you 
composed and hopeful penitents. 

If, then, such blessed effects may reasonably be 
erfpeeted, ' from the bare contemplation of the 
Commoti Prayer, as a body of religious instruc- 
tion, tod a pattern for devout intercourse with 
God ; what hope may we not entertain of its pro- 
pitious influence upon those, who, already con- 
vinced of its excellence, constantly and heartily 
join the assemblies of the faithful in the public 
use of it, and make it the practical guide, as well 
as the perpetual organ, of their pious wants and 
desires ! When they thus pray, both " with theutt* 
derstattding" and " with the spirit," and that, net 
in solitude, bnt with the powerful encouragement 
of example and society ; how opposite will be thekr 
feelings to that coldness and languor,' — that weari- 
ness and disgust, which, before, had- made die 
service appear formal and tedious to them I How 1 
rtittst their hearts overflow* with gratitude, not 
cttly for 'the unspeakable goodness of God, in his 
general care for their s<tals, but especially ia hi* 
having provided such admirable helps for their 
devotion, and such effectual antidotes against 
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various poisons administered by indolence, and 
distraction of thought ; — by worldly care and sen- 
sual allurement ! 

Then, with a fervour like that of holy David, 
they will make their humble acknowledgment to 
their Almighty Father and Friend, that his 
" dwellings are most amiable ;" and that " one 
day," spent " in his courts, is better than a thou- 
sand," l passed in the haunts of dissipation and un- 
godliness. Such of them also, as are surrounded 
by a youthful offspring, whose destiny, tyoth in 
this life and that which is to come, may greatly 
depend upon their parental precepts and example, 
will become doubly anxious to bring them up " in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord :" and, 
as " the sparrow hath found her an house, and 
the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young," z 
even the altar of the Lord ; so will they too be 
prompted by natural affection for the rising hope 
of their house, to inspire them with an early desire 
of frequenting his altar, and becoming denizens of 
his temple. Inured betimes to seek his face, who 

1 Paalm lxxxiv. 1, * Ibid. 3. 



230 



LECTURE XIII. 



alone can " support them in all dangers, and 
carry them through all temptations/ 1 they will 
equally bid defiance to the smiles and frowns of 
the world ; and, whatever be their trials, will be 
ready to exclaim, with the devout Psalmist; " O 
Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that putteth 
his trust in Thee !" f 



Psalm lxxxiv. 13. 



APPENDIX. 



A. 

The Church undoubtedly possesses, and in all ages 
has exercised, the power of censuring and excommu- 
nicating contumacious offenders ; and, consequently, 
on their penitence and submission, can absolve or re- 
lease them from any penalty or state of prohibition, 
which she may have inflicted. But it must be ob- 
served, that the penalties, here contemplated, are 
merely temporal. When the power of absolving re- 
fers to the eternal punishment of sin, it must be taken 
conditionally ; that is — only to be exercised on the 
supposed condition, that the object of it is duly quali- 
fied ; of which God alone can be the judge. 

The Apostles themselves did not pretend either to 
confer or withhold the forgiveness of sins at their own 
pleasure : but to them was allotted a portion of the 
divine attribute— that of seeing into the hearts of men; 
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and when, through the Spirit, they discerned true 
faith and repentance in the parties before them, and 
were thus assured of God's pardon extended to them, 
they " declared and pronounced" accordingly. fit 
this respect, it is certain, they have no successors: 
the power, therefore, depending upon it, must be con- 
sidered to have ceased. 

It is not to be imagined, however, that those judi- 
cious as well as pious men, by whom our Liturgy was 
compiled, wheu they retained in it what are termed 
Absolutions, were loading it with needless or unmean- 
ing generalities. There is a real and particular advan- 
tage in subjoining forms of this nature to the confession 
of sins ; as, without attributing to them any mysterious 
operation, they may be a source, to the penitent, of 
much consolation and encouragement. 

But the sure and only way to arrive at any clear 
view of the design of our Church, either in the sub-* 
stance of her three forms of absolution, or in the 
Rubrics relating to them, is — to compare them toge- 
ther; and to interpret such terms, as may admit of 
various constructions, by the help of those, which 
leave no room for variation : calling in, of course, the 
aid of die Scriptures, with which our Church wishes 
to preserve, on all occasions, the strictest conformity. 

The first remark; suggested by this comparative 
view, will be the different tone, both of the three 
forms themselves ; of different parts of the same form ; 
and of the rubrics, or directions relating to them; 
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being partly declaratory, partly precatory, and partly 
authoritative. l 

The first — that which is in daily use in the Morn* 
ing and Evening-prayer — is purely declaratory. It 
sets out, indeed, with asserting a particular power, 
given by God to his ministers. But this is not re- 
presented as a power to absolve or remit sins ; but 
only, to " declare and pronounce to his people, being 
penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins" 
The extent here attributed to this power, may best be 
inferred from the use actually made of it in the sub- 
sequent clause : which is merely a general assurance, 
that " He (that is, God Almighty) pardoneth and 
absorreth all them, that truly repent, and unfeignedly 
believe his holy Gospel :" and the form is concluded 
by exhorting the congregation to pray for " true re* 
pentance, and God's h6ly spirit." 

It might be hastily contended, that such a form is 
superfluous ; as merely declaring to the congregation 
a general truth, of which, as Christians, they ought to 
be already well assured. But, however familiar ft 

1 It is impossible to ascertain, and not very easy to conjecture, 
whence this discrepance might arise : but, as it actually exists* 
and yet we cannot conceive that "any one part was designed to be 
contradictory to any other, or to the Holy Scriptures; it is the 
more necessary to examine, whether certain expressions, which, 
taken in an extreme sense, might wear that appearance, may not, 
without any violation of critical propriety, be so understood, as to 
be reconciled both with the Scriptures, and with each other. 
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may be to them, that all penitent sinners are admitted, 
through Christ, to God's mercy and grace ; . it is 
highly proper, that, at this precise point of the ser- 
vice, they should be forcibly reminded of it : and the 
declaration, thus solemnly pronounced by the priest, 
immediately after the .actual confession of their sin*, 
authorises and encourages, in every sincere penitent, 
a particular application to himself of pardon and for- 
giveness for all past offences ; and places him (until 
lie commits some fresh sin) in the comfortable assur- 
ance of being reconciled with God< 
. The Rubric preceding this form apparently takes 
higher ground; styling it " the absolution, or re- 
mission of sins, to be pronounced by the priest alone* 
standing." But it is more reasonable to qualify the 
title by the substance, than to interpret the substance 
by the title : and the direction respecting the manner 
(which has been understood to prohibit deacons from 
reading the Absolution) 1 was probably designed 
merely as a caution, to prevent, ignorant persons from 
supposing that it was " to be said," like the Confes- 
sion, " by the whole congregation." 
. As to the Absolution in the Communion-service, — 
this will require little discussion, being purely and 

1 The propriety of leaving this office to priests exclusively seems 
to rest upon the introduction of the term " priest/' in this place 
(and in other directions relating to Absolution, Benediction, and 
the consecration of the elements in the Communion-service), in- 
stead of " minister," which pervades most parts of the rubric./ 
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evidently precatory: for, though directed " to be 
pronounced by the priest, (or the bishop, being peer 
sent) standing up, and turning himself to the people,? 
it neither pronounces* nor even declare*, the remission 
of sins; but devoutly prays the Almighty, that he 
would " pardon and deliver" the communicants " from 
all their sins, confirm and strengthen them in all good- 
ness, and bring them to everlasting life." 

Wemeet with nothing authoritative, therefore — (that 
is, nothing that pretends to be operative, or to bestow 
the remission of sins, as an act of the priest) till we 
come to the Absolution in the Visitation of the Sick ; 
which, in point of form, is indeed widely different 
from the two preceding : and yet, even in this, we 
find a kind of mixed principle ; for one half of it is 
merely the expression of a devout wish, or hope, that 
" our . Lord Jesus Christ, of his great mercy," may 
" forgive" the penitent " his offences;" while the 
other half is a direct and positive conveyance of ab* 

* 

solution, (in some sense, at least, of that term) and 
cannot be otherwise explained. But — 

In the first place ; — this is not a public, but a pri* 
vate office. 

In the next place ; — it is addressed, not to an as- 
sembly, — but to an individual ; after a very particular 
and strict examination of the sick person, as to the 
state of his soul ; and (as the rubric specifically directs) 
" if he humbly and heartily desire it." 

Moreover ; the apparent inconsistency of the latter 
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part with the former, and with the two public forms 
of absolution, depends in a great measure, upon As 
sense of the word absolve. Now, in a form, by which 
the priest, in the same breath, is made to claim a power 
to absolve, and to express a hope, that Christ wiM 
forgive; it seems impossible that both these terms 
should have been intended to convey the same sense 
— namely — the remission of the eternal punishment 
due to sin. Such is undoubtedly the effect of our 
Lord's forgiveness; of which the priest only ex- 
presses his hope, or earnest desire: the Absolution, 
therefore, which he confers, " by the authority" of 
Christ " committed to him," must of necessity be 
something not only different, but of a lowfer descrip- 
tion. 

It remains, then, to consider, what can be this fatter 
sense of the expression — " I absolve thee from ail thy 
sins. 91 This question can only be resolved by reference 
to the first public form of absolution ; which we fottad 
to be more strongly conceived than the second, though 
less decisively than that which we are now considering: 
in other words — neither precatory, nor authoritative, 
but declaratory. In the present case, (as in that) the 
priest is bound to use whatever power he has, in favour 
of the penitent; — more, he cannot be supposed to 
exercise. He gives him, therefore — (and with the less 
doubt, as he has used every endeavour to ascertain 
the sincerity of his faith and repentance, which; 
indeed, the seriousness of his situation makes the more 
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mtaahed in the tight of God from his former sins.; and 

^unless he commits some fresh act of sin) will so 

continue. Still, however, this assurance must be 

vegarded as conditional; inasmuch as. the state of 

the penitent cannot be positively or fully ascertained, 

either by the priest, or even by himself : and, that the 

Ghuicb so regards it, is evident from the prayer for 

4*od'» mercy immediately subjoined to it ; for, to 

petition for that, of which the petitioner is already 

possessed and assured, is a manifest incongruity. 

And it is worthy of observation, that the mercy, here 

besought, is — not, that God will pardon the penitent, 

as already truly and undoubtedly qualified, by faith 

and repentance, to obtain forgiveness (for this, though 

the best of men cannot claim it tit their own name, 

their mediator Christ, through his merits, may claim 

for them) ; but — that God will be pleased, through 

his Holy Spirit, to perfect their repentance, and thus 

render them capable of pardon. 

It is to be regretted, no doubt, that, even in the 
Office for visiting the sick, (private as it is) any term, 
or phrase, should have been admitted, easily miscon- 
strued, and, consequently, in need of explanation : 
but, before we censure those who compiled it, let. us 
recollect, that, in all human works, wherein various 
hands are concerned, it is extremely difficult to main* 
tain a perfect uniformity of execution. The most 
reasonable cause of wonder is — not, that they shonld 
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any where have left room for a wish, that they had 
done better ; but — that, upon the whole, they should 
have done so well. The Liturgy, which they have 
composed for us, is indeed, • throughout, so pious, so 
scriptural, so clear and intelligible, yet so adapted to 
excite and elevate the spirit of devotion, as to afford 
great cause of doubt, whether, if the ablest divines of 
the present or any future day should assemble to re- 
vise it, more would not be lost than gained by the 
attempt. To those, who may assert, that acknow- 
ledged flaws should be removed without hesitation or 
delay ; it is a sufficient reply (at least, in the present 
state of things) that, to shake the whole firm and 
beautiful edifice on account of a stone or two a little 
misplaced, would be an act, not of magnanimity, but 
of rashness and folly. 



B. 



1. Psalms expressive of Thanksgiving and Praise : 
9, 18, 30, 34, 40, 85, 103, 118, 138, 144. 

2. of Supplication in distress: 3, 27, 31, 

55, 57, 61, 62, 71, 86, 94, 102, 122, 123, 137, 
141. 

3. of Penitence: 6, 25, 32, 38, 51, 102, 

130,143. 

4. of Instruction : 1, 5, 7, 10, 15, 17, 19, 
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25, 32, 37, 50, 53, 73, 84, 91, 92, 94, 112, 119, 
121, 125, 133. 

5. Historical Psalms : 78, 105, 106. 

6. Prophetical Psalms : 2, 16, 22, 40, 45, 68, 72, 
87, 110, 118. 



THE END. 
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